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PREFACE. 



Antiquities have been defined by a great master to be " history 
defaced, remnania of history, which have casually escaped the 
ehipwreck of time."" The documents contained in this volume are 
emphatically "rerananUj" and, if they do not shed much light on 
the history of the times to which they relate, they will be admitted 
to be at least curious, from the celebrity of the writers, and from 
dieir very age. These documenta are not printed from originals, but 
from an ancient MS. book containing copies, pronounced by com- 
petent judges to have been made in the fifteenth century. 

The book in queEtiou waa accidentally found, in the year 1861, 
amongst many other valuable documents, in a loft at Emral, the 
ancient seat of the Pulcston family in Flintshire." 
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XIV PREFACE. 

This manuscript was first brought under my notice by Frederick 
Peake, Esq., of Gray's Inn Square, the femily solicitor of the 
Pulestons; and, at my request, I was, most kindly, entrusted with 
it by the Rev. Theophilus Puleston, to whom I was previously 
unknown, with permission to publish the whole, or such part of it 
as I might think proper. Availing myself of Mr. Puleston's 
courtesy, I am happy to be allowed to produce the work under 
the auspices of the Camden Society. 

The manuscript, which is in perfect preservation, may be de- 
scribed as follows : — It is a small folio, very nearly, but not quite, 
of foolscap size, containing two hundred and twenty-seven pages. 
The cover is of soft sheepskin, limp and inartificial, and somewhat 
ragged at the sides. The paper is stout, of a good colour, not very 
white; two water-marks, one a star of eight sharp points, another 
of seven irregular and blunt points, pretty equally dividing the 
book. The handwriting, which I believe to be the same throughout, 
is thoroughly mediffival, firm, with characters, for the most part, 
distinct and well shaped." 

The contents of the book are very miscellaneous. 

The earlier pages contain precedents of agreements, bonds, and 
powers of attorney; the middle consists of the letters comprised in 
this volume, with some other documents in an imperfect state; 
and the remaining pages are devoted to accounts, deeds, and other 
entries in Latin, Welsh, and English; some extracts from religious 
works in Latin; and some old receipts for curing the ailments of 
horses and hawks. 

The letters, wliich extend from p. 22 to p. 136 of the manuscript, 
may be divided into three periods: — 

• AU the letters are oertainly written by the same person ; there may be lome memoranda 
at the beginning and end of the book by a different hand. 



1. Letters written during the reign of Henry the Fiftli, ami 
during the reign of Henry the Sixth, beibre liis maiTiage. This 
period, comprbing forty-two letters, extendB from 1415 to about 
1445. 

2. Letters of Bislioi) Beckiiigtoii, feventeen in number, written 
for tlie most part in the month of June 1442, when, being then 
the King's Secretary," he was on the point of embarking as ambas- 
fiador to the Count of Arraagnac. 

3. Letters of Queen Margaret of Anjou after her marriage, which 
took place in 1445. This period embraces about ten years, com- 
mencing very shortly after the royal marriage.'' 

The whole space of time covered by the letters may be stated, 
roughly, at about forty years, beginning with the battle of Agin- 
court, and ending with the commencement of the civil war popu- 
larly known as " The Wars of the Roses." 

1 will now state the history of the manuscript, so iur as I have 
been able to gather it. 

The words " Conelat Johanni Edicanh" arc at the U-yiniiing, 
witliiii the cover, written in the same hand in which the body of 
the volume is written; and in other books, found amongst the 
Puleston MSS., and plainly of the same period, the same name is 
found, witli the addition of " Chirklawl." I conclude, therefore, 
that tlie transcriber and owner was John Edwards of Chirkland, 
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XVI PREFACE. 

and that he lived in the fifteenth century. Amongst the Vanghan 
MSS. in the possession of \V. W. E. Wynne, Esq., of Peniarth, M.P. 
for Merionethshire, is a pedigree showing that a connexion existed 
between the House of Tudor and the Edwards family; and from 
this pedigree it appears that, in the reign of King Henry the 
Seventh, John Edwards was appointed Receiver of Chirkland by 
the Crown, by Letters Patent bearing date the 2nd June, in the 
13th year of that king. William Edwards of Plas Newydd, son 
of John, was of the King's household, Keeper of the Black Park 
(which is close to Chirk), and Constable of Chirk, by letters patent 
dated 3rd Dec. 15 Hen. VII. He died in 1532.* The family of 
Edwards continued to reside at or near Chirk during the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, until, near the end of the seventeenth 
century, an alliance took place between the families of Edwards and 
Puleston by the marriage of Katherine, sole daughter and heir of 
William Edwards of Chirk, with Sir Roger Puleston of Emral.'* 
On this occasion it was, as I conceive, that the manuscript volume 

* See the MSS. of Kobert Vaughan of Hengwrt, a Merionethshire autiquary of eminence, 
in the poflseuion of W. W. E. Wjnne, Esq. Leland says, *' At Chirk self be a few houses; 
and there is, on a smaul hille, a mighty large and stronge castel, with dyvers towers, alate 
welle repayred by Sir William Standelcy, the Yerle of Darby's brother. There hath beene 
2 parkes. One yet remaynith, caullid Blake Park.'" (Leland's Itinerary, toI. t. p. 81.) And, 
amongst the ** Gcntilmen of Chirk ** he enumerates " Edward's Sunnc, dwelling not hr 
from Chirk Castel/' (Ibid.) This was, no doubt, William the son of John Edwards. 
Neither of the patents alluded to in the text appears to have been preserved. There is, 
however, amongst the Ministers* Accounts at the Record Office, an entry of the payment to 
John Edwards of his salary as Receiver of Chirk for one year ending Michaelmas 13 
Hen. VII. Tliat Welrh letters patent should not be found in Englsnd is not, I am told, 
extraordinary. Carnarvon formerly had its own Record Office for Carnarvon, Merioneth, 
and Anglesea. Some years since, tlie records were nearly all thrown into the Menai, or 
sold to tailors, for measures. 

*> Burke's Peerage and Baronetage, p. 883. 



containing tlie letters was brought, witli many other tiimily deeds 
and papers, to Emral. 

The family of Edwarda of Chirk is said to be now extinct ' 
But how ai'c we to account for the possession by John Edwards 
of Chirk of the original letters, which he transcribed into a book, in 
the fifteenth century? I cannot Batisiactorily account for it, but 
I have a tbeoi'y on the subject, which, in tlio absence of direct 
knowledge, may be entitled to conbideration. 

There being a family connexion with the liouse of Tudor, and 
John Edwards being in the service of the Crown, under Henry the 
Seventh, we may, not unreasonably, conclude that lie and his 
family were Lancastrians. Chirk was a royal castle; and it is not 
improbable that, in one or more of the hurried journeys tliat Queen 
Margaret and her ill-starred consort — that " ruler not ruling " — 
were compelled to make, during the " Wars of the Roses," they 
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(prolBblf B Kin or WUIJnm], »hu died 4 knd C Philip uid Mu}' (15S7). HBWume- 
Cteded b; bis taa John Edwards, who died 26 Elli. (1 G6S),* and wu rollowed by uiether 
Joba Kdwordi, who witb a son, alsu oamed John, defendod ■ suit in Chancer;, com- 
mcncod ogninal them In 1615 b} Sir Tbomu Middlelon, knighl, who purchased tba 
manar of Chirk of Lord SI. John in 37 Elit. (1695). [I^itncted bvra what appears to be 
the brief otdefenduiU'manHil in Middl«ton n. Edwards in ISIS, found at Emral.J At 
this iieriud the bmilj uf Edwarda wu Roman Calbolie (Lansd. HS. No. lS3,fuL Gl),and 
John Kd wards, the elder defendant, then resident at Newhall or Plu Ncii,7dd, is dcKribed 
Id documents extant in the Court of Chanciiir (Sherborne v, Llojde, 81b Sapt. 16I9, 
Keg. Lib. A. 1018, fu. UiS); and also amongst the State Papun of the reign of James L 
(Donieatic SeriM (Calendan), 1611— iei3, pp. 191 and 22ll;Bnd 1019—1623, pp. 104, 
lOS, and 112.} as an obstinate popish recusant, convicted upon tho Statute of Pntmunire, 
for refuring the oath of BllegiancE. His bouse al Chirk ii picturcwjuelj deecribHl aa 
surrounded bj a moat, crossed bf a drawbridge both in front and al the rear. 



* Tbt GkiHunce of the Edwards family at or near L'hirl 
fslwl !iy T, Chnrolijard in his poem nn tho ■• Worlhini 
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may have occasionally spent a short time at Chirk. Some secretary, 
chaplain, or other officer, in attendance on their persons, and who 
had charge of the royal correspondence, may have unintentionally 
left, or intentionally hidden, at Chirk, on being suddenly called 
away, the letters of which he was the official depositary. This 
theory would account for the letters being found, as they, or most 
of them probably, were, at Chirk, when John Edwards entered 
on his office there, in the reign of Henry the Seventh, Under 
Edward the Fourth the penalties of treason were denounced and 
executed against those who were guilty of having in their posses- 
sion letters from the Queen.* But when I recollect the circumstances 
of her life, and the energy with which she strove to uphold the 
Lancastrian cause (which was her own), I cannot but think that her 
correspondence with her partisans throughout England must have 
been considerable ; and I still hope that some more of it may be 
recovered. It will be a matter of satisfaction to me if the present 
publication, which is a proof that all her letters have not perished, 
should lead to the discovery of others. The reign of Henry the Sixth 
has been said to be amongst the darkest of our annals — perhaps light 
may yet be shed upon it. There are, I am convinced, still many 
muniment rooms, and other family repositories, in this country, 
which have not been sufficiently searched; and, remembering the 

* In Feb. 1461 (1 Edw. IV.), six noblemen and gentlemen were arrested on suBpicion 
of haTing receive^ letters from Queen Margaret; and all except one were bebeaded on 
Tower Hill. Will. Wyrc. Annalee Remm Anglic. (Lib. Nig. Scaco.) vol. ii. p. 492 
(Heame). Sir Henry EUii bad not met with any of Queen Maigaret's letters, but be 
thought it probable that some must exist, either in English or French. (Original Letters, 
2d series, toI. i. p. 94.) Miss Strickland goes much further; she says, " Of the many 
private letters written by her, not even a copy of one appears to have been preserved." 
(Lives of the Queens of England, vol. iii. p. 252, n. London, 1844). The present pub> 
lication supplies an answer to this somewhat hazardous assertion. 



nngnlar chance which attended the discovery of the present letters, 
I cannot despair.' 

With regard to Bishop Beckington'a letters, of which there are 
seventeen in this volume, fwith none of which Sir Harris Nicolas 
was acquainted,) there does seem to he a glimmer of a reason why 
they should have been found in North Wales. I find in the Acta 
of the Privy Council, that, in the year 1444, he petitioned " that 
money due on account of hia embassy to Guienne might he paid to 
him by the Chamberlain of North Wales that now is, or that for 
the time shall be."'' This seems to imply that he had some intimate 
connexion with North Wales. It is observable that some of the 
letters of Bishop Beckington, contained in this volume, bear marks 
of coming from a book or register kept by the bishop's amanuensis 
or private secretary. It seems to be a well ascertained fiict that, 
formerly, official persons deemed themselves at liberty to retain, as 
their private property, documents, of whicl>, at tlie present day, 
they would be considered as having the custody only during their 
tenure of office, and which therefore they would be bound to 
kdeliver over to their successor." Perhaps the amanuensis or private 
K.Wcretary of Bishop Beckington was an Edwards, and an ancestor, 
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Etapat; Keeper at R« 
rabting to tbe Hintor: 

fc AcU of Privj CouDcil, »ol. Ti. p. 24. 

' Thn oDitom mms to h»ve been » tboroughl; u 
life. In former timu, tliil to it ia atlribulsble, u u v 
Letten between Qaeen Eliiibntb ud James VI. of 8< 
Socictj (Pre&ce, pp. i. and ibf, the Hnding in privale 
whiBh we uliould now coniider pnblie prapert]'. To 1 
tbe fwti, that In the Coon of Cliuiccry no order hook ei 
ofice of Regittru i> much more wicient. It ia uid Ehi 



iubjcct of M3S. in prrvite depo«loH» I7 Mr, Bsrdj, the 
the PreUce to tbe flnt volnme of hit CatBlogne of Mftteriil* 
■t Dritaio and Ireland, p. Ixxi. 



id«ntDO<l I0 be the rule of official 
all renurlied bj Mr. Bruce in hi> 
adand, pnliliihed b; the Citniden 
repoaitoriH io man; documents 
I operation wb mi; alio attribute 
■ti anterior to 1545, althaugb the 
t the earlier registrsn considered 



the book* Iboir own 



privi 



ropert;, and appropriated them accordingly'. 
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or near relation, of John Edwards of Chirk, who was 'Receiver of 
Chirk under King Henry VII. 

It is not, by any means, necessary that all the letters should 
have to come to John Edwards from the same source. Those of 
Bishop Beckington, and those of the reign of Henry the Fifth, and 
of the earlier part of that of Henry the Sixth, may have been in his 
possession, before he came to Chirk. 

Nevertheless the question, how the originals came to the hands 
of John Edwards, is involved in much obscurity. 

I must not omit to mention, that John Edwards seems to have 
copied the letters before him, without regard to their dates; and 
that I have attempted to reduce them to something like chrono- 
logical order — with what success the reader will judge. 

I have striven to identify the several persons named ; and often 
with unexpected success. Some names, however, have utterly 
eluded every attempt I have made to discover anything relating 
to them. 

It only remains that I request the gentlemen, from whom I have 
received so much and such kind aid, to aA:ccpt my very sincere 
thanks for their courtesy. 

To Mr. Hardy, the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, and 
to all the gentlemen of that department, with whom I have had 
the pleasure of coming in contact, to the Rev. Joseph Stevenson, 
to Mr. William Hardy of the Duchy of Lancaster office, and to 
Mr. Courthope, Somerset Herald, I owe especial thanks. 

I am also very much indebted to Mr. Carcw of Exeter, to the 
Rev. W. D. Macray of Magdalen College, Oxford, and to Mr. 
Wynne of Peniarth, for information, which was most readily given, 
and which I could not have obtained elsewhere. 
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Let me also offer to my distinguished friend M. Francisque 
Michel, whose reputation is European, my hearty thanks for his 
zealous and never-failing advice and help. 

I owe much to Mr. John Gough Nichols, for his suggestions, and 
for his careful supervision of the text, while passing through the 
press; and my thanks are also due to Mr. Cleghom the engraver, 
who has enabled me to prefix to Queen Margaret's letters her badge, 
the daisy, copied firom that splendid MS. volume in the British 
Museum, usually called the Shrewsbury Book. 

I am conscious that, in endeavouring to illustrate these letters, 
I must, from want of leisure and imperfect knowledge, have com- 
mitted many errors; where that is the case, I shall be very glad 
to have them pointed out. 

C. M. 

Monken-Hadley, 
July, 1868. 
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THE RE[Gi\S OF HENRY V. AND HENRY VL 



I. 

A Letter to King Henry the Fifth from one of his 
Chaplains, immediately after the Battle of Agincourt. 

This letter from one of his chaplains to King Henry the Fiflh was written, 
as it appears to me, between the 25th of October 1415 (the day of the 
battle of Agincourt) and the octave of St. Martin following, t.e. the 18th 
of November of the same year. It contains many " swelling words of vanity," 
and much absurd declamation. It is, moreover, exceedingly obscure, and 
the text is so corrupt, that I have been compelled, in one place, to desist 
from the attempt to affix a meaning to it. It will be seen, however, through 
the liaze of words in which his meaning is almost stifled, that the writer con- 
gratulates the King on having, within the space of nine weeks, taken Ilarfleur, 
marched through a part of France, and, finally, fought a battle to which no- 
thing which had hitherto occurred in history, whether sacred or profane, could 
be compared. It was indeed a most glorious victory, obtained in a war of which 
the main object, as remarked by a great living author, was " plunder.^** The 
writer of the letter also mentions the great sickness which bad prevailed in the 
English army, and appears to allude to the term "Prince of Priests,*' which was 
early ascribed to Henry on account of his subserviency to the clergy .** I am unable 

* Lord Brougham's History of England and France, p. 99. 

^ Foxe*8 Acte and Monuments, vol. iii. pp. 397, 579 (ed. Townsend, 1844). The title 
of ' Chrittianunmus EccU$\a puffil * was also applied to Henry the Fifth. See Acts and 
Proceedings of the Privy Council, vol. iii. p. 3. 
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to say who wrote this letter, but I have sometimes felt inclined to suspect that 

.'••. •' it was Henry Bishop of Winchester, afterwards Cardinal Beaufort, the King's 

;*•/•••• uncle, and, at this time, Lord Chancellor. It somewhat resembles a speech of 

his to the Parliament (Pari. Hist. vol. i.), and no letter in this collection was 
written except by a person of rank. The fact that the writer calls himself the 
King's " devoted chaplain " is by no means conclusive against his having been 
a Prince of the Church.' The letter was probably received by the King at 
Calais, where he arrived on the fourth day afler the battle of Agincourt, and 
where be remained a fortnight.^ 

Gloriosissime Princeps et invictissime domine, ipsam quam sit 
aut possit capellanus devotus domino suo in terris supprcmo recom- 
mendacionem humillimam. Omnipotenti rcgi regum, cuius judicia 
semper justa sunt, ipsas quas valeo cotidianas gratlarum actiones 
suplex exsolvo. Dum iam, quod diu sperabam, quod optaveram et 
antequam ab hac luce migrarem videre rogaveram, oculos ante meos 
conspicio (undc meum ex intimis animum speciali gaudio refocillo) 
inclitissimi videlicet regni Anglie gloriam et honorem, a diu sopor- 
tam (sopitam ?), etiam prope e memoria elapsam, sompno degravis- 
simo suscitatam. Jam enim yemps abiit et recessit; flores apparue- 
runt; vinee florentes odorem dederunt; yemps videlicet pigricie et 
desidie, ne dicam timoris aut vecordie ; flores apparuerunt strenuis- 
sime iuventutis et milicie ; vinee florentes, propago ilia nobilissima 



Most olobiods Prince, and invincible Lord, the devoted chaplain, in as 
humble wise as he can or may, recommends himself to his supreme Lord on 
eartli. To the omnipotent King of King8,*who8e judgments are ever just, I 
humbly address such daily thanksgivings as I can. Now, what I long hoped for 
and wished to see before I left this world, I behold before my eyes, whereby I 
feel my heart warmed with special delight, viz. the glory and honour of the 
famous realm of England, for a long time wholly lulled to sleep and forgotten, 
roused from its heavy slumber. For now winter is gone — the winter, that is, 
of sloth and idleness, that I say not timidity or madness. Flowers have ap- 
peared — the flowers of vigorous and warlike youth ; and flourishing vines — 

• In a Petition addresROil to Henry the Sixth, dated 14 May, 1426 (when the King was 
four years old), the cardinal Rtyles himself the King's ** humble chapellain." — Bibl. Cotton. 
Clpop. E. ITI. fo. 30 b. 

«» Hunter's Tracts (Agincourt), p. 20. 
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regum et procerum Anglic, que, vlrtuosis artibus radicata, suos quon- 
dam palmit«9 mundi per cUmata diffudit; odorem dedcrunt fume ct 
probilalis dignissime, et a seculo inauditc victoric; que, cuiitia regni 
benevoliB, mire euavitalis fragranciam, inimicis lerrorem, et iura regni 
detinentibus spiritum aufert ampHus reluctandi. Postulavit regni 
iusticia, pugnavit certantiura prudencia, assiatebat incoianim depre- 
cacio assidua, et colluctantes respcxit summua iudex, cuius non est 
victoria in niultis vi;l in paucis, qui aupcrbis roaiatit, et bumilibus 
graciam Bubministrat. Quis, queso, prudens, cxpcdicioms tantc 
Huccessus futuris t«mporibua conspiciena, non mirabitur, et ipaiua Dei 
potencie non aacriberet? que geata sunt ut, in novem hebdomadarum 
epacio, opidum fortisBimum, hominum reputacione invincibile, por- 
tusque gloriosi regni Francie tutiasimus obtinere posaint, ct per tam 
apaciosas inimicorumque refertas provinciaa patcret progreaaua, et 
fiualiter tam glorioaa inter regum annales merito aggi'eganda victoria 
haberetur. A aeculo non est auditum Hmile nequc Icctum ; non 
Machabeorum tempore, quorum historie hoc In tempore in ccclesia 



whcruliy 1 UDdurstand that nuble progunj of kings and noble* of Knjjhind, 
wbicli, rooted in virtuous arta, formerly spread ilitir braDchca tlu'oughout llie 
world, have given forth the odours of fame and of worthiest probit}' nnd of 
victory unheard of in all time ; which to all the wellnlahcrs of the realm are a 
savour of rare sweetoess, to its enemies n terror, and deprives those who would 
cripple the rights of England of all cournge for farther resistance. National jus- 
tice has required, the wisdom of the combatants hu struggled, the prayers of 
the population have worked for [this con summation]. He whose victory is nei- 
thurtotbe mooy or the few — wbo, thesuprenic judge of all, resists the proud and 
gives grace to the humble — bath looked on the cooibntanla. What wise man, I 
Bsk, beholding, in future times, the success of such an expedition, will not marvel, 
and ascribe it to the power of God himself? How great are the event* that 
have happened ! when it is considered that, within nine weeks, a fortress of great 
strength, generally esteemed impregnable, and the safest port of the g 
realm of b'rance, were taken ; a progress opened tbtougb so many spaciou* and 
boslile provinces ; and, finally, a victory obtained, which may well be deemed 
glorious iu royal uuiiats. Nothing like It hns been heard or read of in all 
time. Nut in the lime of [lie Maccabees, whose history is still read in the 
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lecte sunt, non Sauli a propheta inuncto, non David Israeliticc plebb 
regi preclecto, non Salamoni mortalium sapientissimo, aut Alexandro 
fbrtunatissimo, huiuscemodi data leguntur. Estimat et pro £rmo 
tenet ut reor magestas regia quod non sua, scd Dei manus extenta, hec 
fecerit universa, ad ipsius laudem, Anglorumplebisdecusetgloriam, 
regalis nominisque memoriam sempitemam. In qua summe consider- 
andum quid nobis fecerit Deus, ut, dum nos forte propter nostra 
crimiua aliquantulum puniri voluerit, non in manus inimicorum, qui 
parcere non noscunt, tradidit, sed sue castigacionis virgam, pestem ali- 
qualem, inter nos transmiserit ; ac, ne gloriam tante victorie, qui forte 
non meruissent, sibimet ascriberent, ipsos absentes esse voluit, utsibi 
gloria, et vobis, tanquafn suo ministro, victoria preberetur. Sed sum- 
opere cavendum consulo, ne, post tantas victorias, vincant victorie 
comites, quales sunt superbia, vana gloria, iactancia, verborum pompa, 
crudelitas, rabies, et vindicandi furor, qui victorum sunt liostes lior- 
rendi, a quibus sepe victores clarissimi victi sunt. Quin inagis assit 
humilitas, modestia, graciarum accio, pietas, cleinencia et ignoscendi 



church ; not in that of Saul, the anointed of the prophet ; not in that of David, 
the chosen king of the Israelitish people; not in that of Solomon, the wisest of 
men ; not in that of Alexander, the most fortunate, has anything similar been 
read. Thjrojal majesty deems and firmly holds, as I presume, that not thy hand, 
but the outstretched hand of God, hath done all these things, for His own ]>raise, 
the honour and glory of the English nation, and the eternal memory of the royal 
name. In which it is chiefly to be considered what God has done for us ; that 
whilst it was His will, perchance, to punish us to some extent, on account of 
our sins, he did not deliver us into the hands of our enemies, who know not 
how to spare ; but be sent among us a plague, the rod of Uis displeasure ; 
and, lest the glory of such a victory should be claimed by the men who 
perchance did not deserve it, it was His will that they should be absent, 
that the glory of the victory should be to Him, and to you as His minister. 
Chiefly let us beware lest, after such victories, the accompaniments of victory 
vanquish the victors — such as pride, vainglory, boa.sting, swelling words, 
cruelty, rage, and the fury of revenge ; all of which are enemies greatly to be 
dreaded by concjuerors, and by which the most famous victors have been 
themselves conquered. Much more let humility, modesty, giving of thanks. 



HENET V. AND HENRT V!. 5 

zeluB. Kestat igitur, princeps invictissinae, ut intemia affecdbua 
Deo laudes pro hiis magnalibuB referantur, et bene vivendo sibique 
serviendo Buppliciter depreccmur, ut opus tam gloriosum ad fiiicni 
perducat sibi gnituin. Vosque, princcpB metucndissime, ne in va- 
cuum {in vanuin ?) gloriam Dei recipiatia, aed ad jurb vestri pcrse- 
cucioncm, abiecta dominaiidi tibidiuQ, postpositis et fu|;;atis dolosia 
partis adversi tractatibua, viviliter incedatis, et ne vires interim recol- 
llgant vigilanuius inBi3tat[i3] . Nemo autcm aiittcne manum ad ara- 
trum et retro respiciena aptus est regno : continuatum aut«ra studium 
communit«r ducit ad profectum; et, secundum TuUium, perlecte 
virtutiE est non quod actum scd quod gerendum, Qon quod assit sed 
quod desit, inspicere, Regiarn insuper dccet celsitudinem non de 
qucsito glonari, sed de querendo eolicitum esse; ncc noB retrahat 
inimicorum potencia, conturbet astudicia, nut qucmvis seducant pro- 
missa pulcra. Ueque quo jpsam, in corde vestio fixam et diu dcei- 
deratam, com iuaticia, pacem apprehenderc, et perhenniler atabilire, 
poBaitis, ferrum ignitum secitrU ad axem messis multa aptissima ma- 



piety, clemeuc;, and a warm desire to pnrdon, prevnil. Tbere remains, tliere- 

fure, iiiTiDcible pfince, that, with our inmost siTectioDa, prnises be rendered to 

fiGod for tliese gront Ihingg ; and, living rigblcouitl7 aad serving bim, let ua 

nppliiuitly pray that He may bring ao glorloaa a work to on end pleasing to 

And you, most dread Prince, receive not the glory of God tu vai«, but 

t the prosecution of your right, ciuting anny the lo^t of power, go forward 

uifuUy (the falae dealings of the adversary being retarded and put to flight) 

d insist, with the utuioat vigilance, thitt he shall not regain bis etrengtb. 

n putting his hand to the plough, and looking back, ia fit for the king- 

1 [of heaven]; but contiDued effort uaually leads to success ; and, ac- 

« Tally, it is the part of true virtue not to look on what has been done, 

what remains to be done ; not what a man has, but what he is wonting in, 

', it is fitting that your royal highnesa shonld not boaat of the [inst, 

nxious for the future; neither let the power of our enemies drag us 

ik ; let not their nstulencss disturb ua ; nor let any fair promises seduce any 

ne. Until jou may be nble tu bring about aad establish, on a basil of justice, 

• permanent pence, wbii^h has so long been the fixed deaire of your heart . . . 

fitting matter will not be wonting, nor 
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teriA non desit, aut tepescat executor sedolus, qui quantum posmbile 
est cliristlanorum sanguini parcat, et, cuncta cum misericordia tern* 
perans, peiducat feliciter usque finem. Sane, r^um princeps dig- 
ui^ime* de regni subsidiis, et spiritualiter et temporaliter, in hoc casa 
&ciendis timere non oportet ; quia in tantum gaudet populus Tester 
fidelissimus, in tarn felicibus auspiciis, ut se et sua vobb o£ferant et 
preces devotissimas incessantcr pro vobis effundant, et ea de causa in 
piiriiamento vestro presencialiter congn>gantur, clerusque regni Testri 
derotissimus in Octabis Sancti Martini proximo luturo Londoniam 
conTeiiientf quo in tempore^ non dubito, suum principem (et eomm 
alludam rocabulo principem prvsldcerorum, nuper a quibusdam 
vocitato,) taliter respicient^ ut luoulenter apparere poterit quod non 
tan(um \>x'e vel lahiis to6 laudent, sed magis operibus glorioee 
magnidcent, et super cos diutissime regnaturum corditer concupL^- 
cant. Ad r^oi vestri Anglie decus^ gloi^iam et magestatem r^tnun 
cooservet incv>lumem summus IVus« Soriptum, etc. 



ou^&t a oiTvful execulor rv.>f ihe dWine will] to t';ilt<»'« wl«\ &$ fkr as possible* 
shooUi $piure CtimcUa bloodL an^L tempertEur all thin^ with iiierv\T, bctB^ tbiem 
kipptlT to aa end TrulT, uo^s wv>nhT Frtace« it beboT^th T\>a bo« to £ear 
tor Uk 5ubtfidie> ol" ^our rvddou both spiritual and tmuporaU to bi» rafeKd in 
%his masbsr ; Ufcat&si* ^rvMir caithtul |«<o(>l^ «o d«%hc tii their pr«d«Nit happj 
aicfpioek that ihrey oder tv> tou thecust^vvt^ aod their ^^XHi»^ and po«r oat &r 
]rv« oLiiociiKa^W ta/eir devvat pnT^r^ ; asd thenftorv chev ane stow oMi together 
ia rjjriisuBeot ; aad the deuMit cler^ ol xour rvttbn will ate^ ia Loodoa* on 
the iX'caYv oc' Sc. >Urtitt aejLt cvuiB^. At which tioie^ I doubt aoc that thej 
will so rwttd their IVaxv— v^ allude to the phrasfe UteW used bj eertala per^ 
Afibk *" the I:>tiaof c< iVunts^'^ that it will api^ar («XaaxlT« that thev ao4 obIt 
!;wi 500. with their ^vow^ but rather jilortouslx uut^uicV xou with their deeds^ 
asid ieiirt;I}r de^re thiiS 70U oxav Uvx^ return over theuu To the hoaoor ot" 
^our nnkiii «>< Eau^zAad mav ;he ^rvitt G^ ssieiv pi^c-Krve >ivur ^ivr^ aad ba^ 
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A Letteii to King Henbt the Fifth, written from thm 
Coujjcn- OP Constance, 

Tbib letter waa ccrUinl; wrilten from the Council oi' Constance, and as cer- 
tainly ndilransed to King Henry the Fillb. By whom it wa* written does not 
appfor ; but there can be little doubt thut, being sent to the King of England, 
the writer was one of the numerous embassy, (Composed mainly of ecdesiastlcs, 
despatched bj Henry to that famous assembly.* The letter, while giving the 
current news and rumours of the day, bears, I think, sufficient impress of the 
hand ofa churchman to make it not unlikely that it emanated, either from 
Robert IlallHm, Bishop of Salisbury, or Thomas Tolton, then a prebendary of 
York, the two most distinguished English ecclesiastics present at the Council-* 
The Council opened ihefith Novemlier, 1414, and closed its sittings in May 1418. 
John Hues was burned Cth July, 1415.° Notice of this event was probably con- 
tained in the letter of which John Hcrvy was the bearer,'' Before the end of 
July 141S the Emperor Sigismond quitted Constance for Spain, on the very 
vain mission to induce Peter de Luna, the Antipopc, calling himself Benedict 
the Thirteenth, to renounce his claim to the Popedom. Benedict was sup- 
ported by Ferdinand the First, King of Aragon," and soine other princes ; but, 

• L'EnfkDt. Hist, du Cone, do ComUnro, y. 42. 

>■ L'Enfunl. pp. IB, ^66, In Uymer, ii, 773, U » Ipllor to the King of 30ih Juna ]il9, 
fram Florence, ligned by John Kett«rick, Diihop of Llchfl^Id, ood Tliomu PolUin, 
begianinjt Inmctiiiimt Rrgvm Frinapi, proclsely u Ibis letter begins. 

' L'EafMl, p. 27S. 

^ John Horvj (a medinvil form of Bmey) wis. I eoncci™, of Thurleigb, Beds, He 
wu employed by Henry the Fourth in 1403, in b nSKotistion with Owen (llendawer; mod 
>1», u on Ibis oFTuion, at Conatuice, by Henry the Fifth, He muit have died boforo 
1410, u hii wife's Kcond buabuid a uid to liaio died in tbat year. He ii buried »t 
Thurleigh, See Piper by the Ro», Lord Arthor Hervej on Ihe hmily of Hsnoy w 
eanaacted with Ickworth, Suffolk. Loweatoft, 18£S, pp. SI, 6G, 110, 111, Colliiu'i 
Pwnge, IT. 141, 

■ Benedict wu of the blood royiJ of Angon, He was at this time 73 yean nf age, 
and is laid to have hirangaed the emporor for seven oonieoutive boun, "taiu jn'Upanl 
avniiM alleraliiin daiu la mix, ni tar nm tinge." — L'EDfnat, p. 3S5. Benedict never 
■abmitted to the Council, ind noier dospured of bii own cause. He retired to the fortreu 
of Peniaculu, on tliB coast of Valencia, and thence, from l>ia own centre of unity, excom. 
muBiistHl Ferdinand King of Aragon, regularly, every day, until (be King died in 141fl- 
Bontdiot suriivcd until 1424 ,-~L' Enfant, pp, 300, i7B. 
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finding him irreclaimably obstinate, they at length renounced his obedience, • 
and entered into articles of agreement to that effect, which were executed at 
Narbonne the Idth December 1415, and are called the Capitulation of Narbonne. 
This capitulation was read in the Council the 30th January 1416.* The letter 
notices an irruption of the Turks into the territories of the Emperor during 
his absence on the affairs of the Church. .This news seems to hare reached 
the Council in August 1415.^ It also notices the marriage of Joanna the 
Second, Queen of Naples, with Jacques de la Marche, as having taken place the 
10th September, 1415.« The marriage was shortly followed by the arrest, torture, 
and execution of Pandolfello Alopo, a former favourite of the Queen.<* This 
event is referred to in the letter, as also a false report of the death of a "great 
soldier of fortune," probably Ludovico Sforza, who was at this time in a Nea- 
politan dungeon, who had also undergone torture, and barely escaped with 
life.<> The ambassadors of Ladislas, King of Poland, arrived at Constance 
towards the end of November 1415.' On the 7th of December 1415, the Council 
received an autograph letter from Angelo Corario, who, as Antipope, had for- 
merly borne the title of Gregory XII. confirming the cession of his claim, 
which had been already made by proxy. « It is probably to this occurrence 
that the closing sentences of the letter refer. Comparing the circumstances 
mentioned above with L'Enfant's History of the Council of Constance, I con- 
clude that this letter was written in December, 1415. The King had already 
returned home after the battle of Agincourt.'' In March 1416 Sigismund 
arrived in Paris on his way to England. In April 1416 the death of Ferdi- 
nand King of Aragon, whose illness is mentioned in the letter, took place ; and 
on the 7th May 1416 Sigismund arrived in London.* The object of his jour- 
ney was to make peace between England and France. He remained in Eng- 
land until the following August, and then returned to the Continent.^ He 
did not reappear at Constance until the 27th January 1417. 



• L'Enfant,p. 861. 
*» L'Enfant. p. 312. 

e Sismondi (Rep. Ital. vi. 175,) says 10th August. 
^ Sismondi, vi. 175. 

« Ibid. p. 176. Sforza did not dio until 1424, when he was drowned in the Pescara. 
Sismondi has given a very graphic account of his death (Rep. Ital. vol. vi. p. 229). 
f L'Enfant, 721. K Ibid. p. 350. 

*> He arrived in London 24th November 1415. — Hunter's Tracts (Agincourt), p. 20. 

* L'En&nt, p. 723. Pauli, Geschichtc von England, v. 132. Hume takes no notice of 
the Emperor^s vuic. 

^ English Chron. p. 43. 



Invictissime regcm Phinceps, citra decimumnonutn racnsis 

Aiigusli diem veatri [veatrffi] celeitiidini per dominiim Johann^m 
Ilervy occurrencia nobjscum nova Bcripsi, quo ad in Consilio 
[Concilio] gesta, pauca emeracraut relatione digiia. Quinymo [quin- 
iramo] a christianiasimi priDcipia Romanorum Kegis recessu re- 
forraacionis Ecclesie mat-eriam in capite et in membria tractandam 
solum [Concilium] duxerat, et tractavit. Nee ad tempus, quo de ipsiua 
principis prospero successu super factis Ecclesie, pro quibus legitime 
decertans lot audatoa laborea a temporibua austinuit et in presentia- 
rum sustinet, certa recepit, alia pertractarc dispouit; ea in ipsa re- 
formacione iam statuens, que dum, suo tempore, muudo publicentur, 
veluti Deo grata, universalis Ecclesie decorativa, cuntis uti speratur 
merito venient applaudenda. Nicbilominus, serenissime Princpps, 
super conclusione quavis cum Aragonum rege et Petro de Luna prin- 
cipc habita, nil certi rccepimus; licet et spcs finnissima sit, ex mullia 
que concilio scribuntur, finis optati. InGrmitas vero, qua rex ipse Ara- 
gonum valde deprimitur, in cauaa putatur prodiJatiouis et more. In- 



InviticuiLB SovERBiQN, Biiice the IBth day of tlie moDth of August, when 
I wrote to your Highness by Mr. John Ilervj the latest occurrences 
amongst us, very little hss arisen, so far as the proceeilingn of the Coun- 
cil ire coDcerneii, worthy of mention. In fact, since the dcpnrture of the 
most Cbristitui prince the King of the Romans, the matter of the rcfortnation 
of the Church in its faead and members is the only one which the Council has 
thought worthy to be taken in hand, and has treated of. Nor, at this time, 
when it bos received certain intelligence of the success of the Prince himself in 
niAttertj relating to the Church, striving lawfully for which he has borne in 
times past and still bears many wearisonic labours, doiu it choose U 
any other questions; being now engaged In establishing, ; 
this very refonnutiun, things which, when, at the proper time, they shall be 
published to the world, will, as being acceptable to God and to the honour ot 
the universal Church, be deservedly applauded, as it is hoped, by all n 
Nevertheless, most serene Prince, as touching any agreement come to with the 
King of Aragon and the Prince Peter de Luna, we have r 
intelligence; although, from many written communications received by tiie 
Council, we have strong hopes of the desired issue. The illness, how- 
ever, by which the King of Aragon is so mocb polled down, it thought lo be 

CAHD. 80C. C 
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super, serenisaime Princeps, Uteratore nobiscum refertiir, TurcoB, qui 
tanta potcncia et aui apiritu furoris Christianonim terras et regnorum 
RomaiiuriimRegisfines.precipiie Jama temporibusinvaaerantjCliriati- 
colarum plebe permaxiraa eepius (proch dolor !) cnse perempta, sicuti J 
serenitatem vestram multorum scripturis, meisqiie int€r ceteraa, estitno 1 
concepisse, et lam.pOBt multa, manus Christicola, Deo laudea, pro parte ' 
maxima trucidavit. Licet et principcs aliqui Regnorum Croacic ©t 
Dalmacie, viri valdi potentes, Regis Romanoruin in odium, cuius 
tamcn erant, vel esse saltern debuerant, Turcis mcmoratis adhesenint, 
quoriun ainguloa inopinaliis casus cmergcna, non minus miraculoBe 
quam mirabiliter, primitua extinxJt. Rcsque mira, sicuti reiatores asse- 
runt, secuta est, Nam qui supersunt ex infidclibus ipais, antiqnisdma j 
per eos scripture reporta, convincuntur, qua dictatur eoa infra ( 
quentes aunoB quinque a Chrbtiania fiinditus opprimi, vel ad fidenL-fl 
CIirJFtianje religionis omnino converti. E quibus minus confusl ad .1 
propria, Bicutirefertur.diBpersiremeant. Hiipaucivivirelicti. InBuper^J 
eerenissime Princeps, super statu Eegine Ncapolitane Comitiaque J 



the cause of the delay. Furthermore, most serene Prince, we are informed 1 
by a carrttpondent (f), lint the Turks, who with their immeiue power and the ' 
energy of their native ardour had invaded the lands of the Chriatiani in times 
past, specially the dependencies of the King of the Romang, slaying with the 
sword (alas!) great numhers of Christians (as I preaume yoar serenitj will 
have understood by the writings of many, and by mine amongst othen], have 
(prnise be to God !) twen, for the most part, destroyed by a Christian band ; 
ami this although some princes of Croatia and Dalmatia, men of great power, 
adhered to the aforesaid Turks, out of hatred Ui the King of the Romans, whose 
subjects, nevertheless, they were or ought to have been ; every one of whom 
has been destroyed by a sudden chance not leas miriuiulous than wonderful. 
A wonderful circumstance, as is related, occurred. For the survivors of the 
infidels themselves are convinced, by n very ancient writing found amongst 
themselves, in which it is declared that, within the next five yean, they will be 
wholly conquered by the Christians, or converted to the faith of the Christian 
religion. Of the survivors, those who bad kept some order are, as it la said 
returning, in different directions, to their homes. Moreover, most serene j 
Prince, with regard to the condition of the Queen of Naples and the French \ 
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Marchlo de Francia, qui cum ca Septerabrig x matrimonium con- 
Hnnavit, legato in urbe existente, Concilio pridie plurima Bcribente, 
nova veiierant, que cedula continet hiis inclusa; cuiua t«nor sibi, 
prout asserint (asserunt?), a civitate NeapoUtana viro magniGco 
tmaamissus est. Et legatus ipse, suis Uteris posterioribus, Concilio 
directe afEnnat Pandolfellum generalem, de quibus in ceduU simi- 
liter, et fortune capitaneum magnum ibidem, qui contra eccleaiam 
fuerat, iam a diebus eubito morti datos. Insuper, metuendissime 
domine, ex parte Regis Polonie, Ambasslatoribus suis in Concilio 
existentibus, pridie scriptum est, de spe firma quam habet euper 
reduccione Grecorum ad eccleaiam Romanam, etc. de illis saltern 
qui sunt regnia suis; in quibus sunt duccnti episcopatus, ut ipd 
ambassiatores affirmant Et ob fmem istum, confirmiterque ad 
I'educendum ad vitam noatram populum quasi iufantinum in Russia, 
sue dicioni subiecla, qui necdum Gdei catholice professorea exist- 
unt, de qua eius spes cxistat, ut scribit Comtantino Policionem ( ?) 
vicarium generalem, in Latino, Greco et Tartarico ydcomatibus 



Count <le la Marclic, who confimieil his mBiriage with ber oa tfao lOtb of 
September, much news came the day before yesterday from one writing to the 
legate attending the Council in this city, which ia in the schedule inclosed 
herein ; the tenor of which, it It snid, baa been transmitted hither from the 
city of Naples by a man of high ranlc. And the legate himself directly informji 
the Council, from hia later letters, that the General Pandoirello, and the great 
Koldier of fortune there who was sg^tt the Church, as to both of whom also 
sea the schedule, bad lately died. Furthermore, most dread Lord, letters were 
received the day before yesterday from the King of Poland, by his ambaisadori 
now present at the Council, of the firm hope he has of reducing the Greeks of 
his dominions to [the obedience of] the Roman Church, &c. amongst whom, 
the ambassadors say, there are two hundred bishoprics. To this end, and 
also for the purpose of brinpng over permanently to our [mode of] life the 
simple population of that part of Russia, which is subject to his rule, which 
does not yet profess the Catholic faith, he has sent to the King of the Romans 
and the Council, on his own behalf, as a ... . writes, a Vicar General sufficiently 
versed in the Latin, Greek, and Tartaric languages, in order to gsiu certain 
favours and letter* necessary for the aforesaid matters; who confidently hopes 
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sufficienter instmctum, ad Romanonim Regem et Concilium, pro se 
pro consequendis favoribus certis literisque ad premissa neces- 
sariis transmisit, qui firmissime sperat ad finem prosperum in brevi 
reducere que premisi. Et sic, invictissime Princeps, firme credatur 
Altissimum, cuius res agitur, hiis postremis temporibus, velle sui 
gregis dominici imperii, ut juxta ab antiquo promissa unum fiat 
ovile, et pastor unicus, ecclesie sue sancte. Cardinale[s] nuper Gre- 
gorii, infira octo dies, omnes ad Constanciam venient, indistincte. 
Officialibus suis aliis nobiscum iam existontibus, et iam diu est, inter 
nostros, ut rationis est, cum honore receptis. Ad victoriosum trium* 
phum, votivis uti successibus, diu valeat et vigeat vestra celsitudo. 
Scriptum, etc. 



to be able shortly to bring to a prosperous end the business I haye referred to 
above. And thus, most puissant Prince, let us firmly belieye that the Most 
High, whose cause it is, means, in these last times, as promised of old, that His 
flock and empire shall form one fold, and that there shall be one shepherd of 
His Holy Church. The cardinals, lately adherents of Gregory, are all, without 
exception, expected at Constance within eight days. His other officials, now 
and for some time past with us, have been received, aa was right, with 
honour. May your Highness long thrive and flourish in victory and success. 
Written, &c. 



III. 

A Letter fbom the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to one 

OF HIGH RANK IN ENGLAND, RESPECTING A PRESENTATION 

OF Thomas Polton to the Prebend of Swords, 

ArrxR much consideration I have come to the conclusion that this letter was 
written, between the years 1414 and 1419, by Sir John Talbot, Lord Fumival, 
who for his valour in the French wars was created Earl of Shrewsbury A.D. 
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1443.* The writer mm a Lord LleuIeDHnt of IriilaQd, whose acting deputy 
WM his brother. Now, Sir John Talbot wa* Lord Lieutenaiit of Irelwid from 
A.D. 1414 to A.D. 1419; and his brother, Ki chard Talbot, Archbishop of 
Dublin, was his Deputy.'' I have oot found any other Lord Lieutenant and 
Deputy standing iu the same relation to each other, during the period within 
which the letter was probably written, nor am I at all able to say to whom the 
letter was addressed. Thocaas Polton, LL.D. who has been already mentioned, 
wu an English ecclesiastic of conaiderabte note, during the early part of the 
liSth ceutury. He was a prebendary of York in 1408,* and, in 1416, wu 
elected dean of that see.' As one of the King's ambassadors he utteoded the 
Council of Constance (1414 to 1418), where he appears to have highly dis- 
tiugnished himself by upholding the rights and dignity of England.' Consi- 
dering the nature of the arguments by which he maintained the right of Eng< 
land (0 be deemed " a nation," we of the present day may perhaps be pardoned 
if we incline to think that the Ambassador's reasons were less convincing than 
the victories which hud been lately gained by the English. Thomas Polton, 
who, in addition to liis English honours, had the title of Pope's Notary, was, by 
Papal provision, promoted to the see of Hereford, A.D. 1420.' Early in 1422 
he was translated to Chichester;' and, in ]42t>-e, to Worcester." He was pre- 
Bent at the Council of Uoslc, and died there 23rd August, 1433.' The name of 
Thomas Polton does not occur in the list of the Frebcudaries of Swords. The 
Prebend of Swords, which belonged to the Church of St. Patrick, Dublin, was 
so valuable that it was called " the Golden Prebend," In 1431 the revenues 
were divided into three parts by Archbishop Talbot, and a part only was re- 
»erved to the prebendary.* 

Hjoh and HiGHTiK PBiNCE, aud my right uuble and gracious 
lorde, I rccoinmcnde me unto youre high mid noble lordeship, with 
right bumble hert, and Bouvcroine desire, certainly to welc alle gra- 
cious and comfbitable tidings of youre noble persone, as yo' most 

' S;nop>tt of Peerage Ij Sir H. Nimlu, *i>L ii. p. QUS. 
> Annoi* of tbe Pour Hasten, p. 211, not« (1). 

< Futi Ei'cJes. Anglic. lol, iil. pp. 106, 216. 

* Ibid. vul. iu. p. 124. 

• L'Enbnt, Hiit. du Ooncile de CunsUince, vol. i. p. 4S8; and Seward's Anecdotn, 
vul. i. p. 18, 

< Puti Ecd]». Aoglic. 'Ol. i. p. iBi. 

t Ibid. lol, i. p. 246. ' Itiid. toI. ili. p, 80. 

■ Ibid. vol. Ui. p. eo, and Aoglta 9*cim, p. GOG. 
^ CoCloD^ Pasti Bcol. Uib. *(d. ii. p. 190. 



14 LETTXBS DUBUf Q THS BEIOH8 OF 

gentil hert best can yma^n, to my moet especial comforte; Lowly 
thankyn y ouie said noble loide^p, of mony gracious supportaoons, and 
noble helpes, to me shewid, afore this tyme, in my greet nede, without 
eny desert on my behalve ; the which Grode rewarde, where I may not. 
Lowly beseking you, my gracious Lorde, for my penefDerance (?)• 

High and myghte Prince, and my Bight noble and gracious 
Lorde — It liketh to youre high Lordeshipe beningly [benignly] to 
understond, that youre gracious letters for maister Thomas Polton, 
touching his prebende of Swerdes, to me sent, I have reverently and 
humbly received. Highly having (? marvailing), my right noble 
lorde, of that, that the said Maister Thomas stirred your gra- 
cious lordeshipe to write to me in wise, where no gilte ne de£Biute 
was in my personne, in that matere. For, my Right noble Lorde, 
his possession of the seid prebende was never emblemisshed by me, 
nor by none other, by myne ordinance. For, when I granted him a 
presentacon therof at London, in oure most souveraing Li^e Loides 
name, [I] therupon wrote to my brother, that was my Deputee in 
Yreland, for to put hym in ezecu6on« The which was duely exe- 
cute, as I supposed, so fer forthe that the said procuratours of the 
said maister Thomas couthe finde no laulte therein. And (if) they 
had founden any faulte in me or my brother, or any other persounes 
towards me, and wolde have certified therof, hit shulde have be 
remedied, without delaye; as I declared, openly, afore Thomas La- 
vington servant to the said Maister Thomas, to his procurators now 
at his being here. 



IV. 
A Letter from the Treasurer op Calais to Hekrt V 

It appears to hare been the custom for the Captain of Calais to indenL ' 
bind hin^lf by deed to the King, to nuinuin a certain military estabiwZsLt 
on re ceiving a certam daily pay. In Dagdale's Baron age.' mention u nudTof 

• Dagd. Bar. toL i. pp. 244, 845. 
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two indenturei of this kinil haviog been entered into b; Richard Beauch&mp 
Eurl of Warwick. This letter seema to implj that, if the Captain nere umn- 
dmlcd, the whole charge was provided for by ibe Crown. The Earl of Warwick 
waa Cspt^n of Cnlala throughout the grenter part of the reign of Hemj the 
Fitth, tni) during a part of that of Henrj the Sixth. I conclude thi« letter to 
have been written towards the close of the former reign. 

SouvEBAiNE LoEDE, yn as humblj' wise ei3 any true liege man 
can tLinke or devise, I recommend me unto youre noble grace. 
Please yow to wite, that I have received your gracious letters writen 
at Saintliz [Senlis?] the'xxj day of Juil, charging me to certiffie 
yow the cause, why that I restreined the souldeours of youre toune 
of Caleys, xl dayes in a yere, for to goo into youre remne [realm] of 
England, for to dispose for suche thinges as they had to doo there, 
leving a aufEcient man [number of men] in hire [their] Btede, Sou- 
versine lorde, I restreined never non, (the more harme hatlte be yovrt). 
Bote, I being in youre full noble Reamne, and [ofj the counseil of 
my lorde of Warrewic, Capitain of youre seid toune, I desired of my 
full worthye lordea of youre counaeil, that the Gapitain ahulde en- 
dente [indent] with yow, after youre lasts appointment for the pees. 
And your counseil wold not grante eche souldeour xl dayes, with- 
outen special commandement from yow in writing. And aoo youre 
saido Capitaine standeth unendented with alle, and none restreined, 
ne no rekenyng can be made with hym, for his retetme [retinue], to 
greet harme to yow, and to me greet charge withoute youre grs- 
L raous lordship. Lowly I bescke (beseche) youre hight (high) discre- 
L won, that hit may he hostely remedied, whan it best list yow, for 
yoiu^ prouffite and my discharge. 



A Letter fhom tue Treasober oif Calais to the Kino. 

This letter being from Calai*, relating to the pajmeut of monej, and being 
addreiwd to the King in person, I conceive to have been written b^ the trea- 



u 
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«nrer of Ciil»i» (probably Richard Bokeland)' to King Hpnry the Fifth. Of ' 
the three perionR named in it, John Skott, Guj Buasb, and Sir Raul/' Rocheford 
or Rotihrord, tbo only one of whom I can reeoyer any trace is the laat. Sir 
Ralph Rochford appears to have been much trusted by King Henry the Fiftit, 
and wns often employed by him.» Sir Raljib RochfQrd was lieutenant of 
Calais 1421 ;' it is probable therefore that the letter was written in that year. 

SOUVERAINE LoRDE, in US humble wiae as any true liegeman can 
thinke or deme, I recommend me unto youre noble grace. Like it 
youre highnesse to conceive, tbat I have received your gracious let- 
ters, charging mo to receive of John Skott and Guy Bussh xlvi pri- 
Bonners, paying and contenting thayme resonably for thaire costagca. 
Tf it please youre highnesse, I have received of the acid John Skott 
andhis^BllawBhipxxixpriaonners,and I content iheym of thaire ooat- 
agea. And, truly, they or poure men, of no value, andgretco«( drawer*; 
nought withatandyng that they er kept* as straitely, and in as esy 
dieting, as I can denic, after youre coramaundement. And, as touching 
the xvi priaouners that hit liked [you] to charge me to receive of Guy 
Bussh, he wold not delyver thaimo to me, unless thanne I wold have 
content for hym every prisonner, in the weke, a crowne, beyng in his 
keping, at that tyme, by the space of xii wekes. Thinking to me these 
coatagoa aekyng unresonable. Wlierupon I charged hym, on youre 

* Ricbanl Bokeland wu of a Korthunplatmhire tHmil]', aaci lis ut tor the coant; in 
Ibe 3rd and Sih iiartiameiila or Itenr; VI. (Bridg«'i NarUiamptDnahire, ml. i. p. 10.) 
Heou treuDRf of Calui rntm 9 Hen. V.(1121) toll Hm. VI. (1436). (Calak Ao- 
Munli, Record Office.) He ww alto ilcmiller of Cilaia tor ume time. (Rymer, toI*. 
ii. and I. j,a«.«.) Id the 2 Hen. VI. (1423) he bought the manor of Edgwuts in 
Nonliamptonihire, about four milee aarth of Banburj in Oitoidihiro, for the dm of 
hiniHlf and Joan bii wifBi and, bj his will, which i« eittaul in Ihe regiiter of Will* of 
Gl»J. Biihop of Lincoln, he bequeathed Edgecole la hi* widow for lite, with romainder to 
tboir daughter and heir Agna Whitingham. (Bridg«, vol i. p. 12(1,) A podigrM of lbs 
BokflUnd familj i» to be found in Baker'* Nonhamptonihire (toI. i. p. 488); but m Ilia 
pedigree conunenoe* with RichanI BolieUuid, 1 1^™ been unable lo leirnaojlhing aa to hb 
dwenl. He wa. one of U.e e.ocnlon of tbe will of the Duke of Bedfotd (Tart. Vat. rol 
I, p, 242). who died H Seplember. 1436, and whom he lurviied barei; ■ jaar, dvinji 10 
AoguW. 1*36. (BridgBi, ™l. i. p. 118.) 

• Bymar, ix. jw«™- A'ta P- Council, li. ISB «. 30B ,.; c^,-, p„„^j| ^^j^ ^ 
248. * *<^ of P. O, ii. BSB. 
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behalve, in the presence of Sir Raulf Racheford, and your Marshal 
of youre toune of Caleys, and many moe persounes of youre seid toune, 
that the seid Guy Bussh shulde kepe thaime savely,as he wold answere 
unto yo^ Highnesse, unto the tyme that I hold other coramaunde- 
ment from you. Souveraine Lorde, I beseche Almightie gode, etc. 



VI. 

A Letter from King Henry V. to the Lieutenant akd 

Treasurer of Calais. 

This letter was found amongst the Calais accounts of tlie reign of Henry V. 
preserved at the Public Record Office. It is so intimately connected with the 
letter which follows it, that I am glad to be able to publish them together. It 
is impossible to determine with certainty the date of the King^s letter ; but 
after carefully examining vols. ix. and x. of Rymer, and other authorities,* 1 
strongly incline to the conclusion that it was written in the year 1421. The 
Duke of Burgundy mentioned in the letter was Philip the Good, son of John 
the Fearless, who was treacherously murdered at the bridge of Montereau, at 
the junction of the Yonne and the Seine,^ the 10th September, 1419, in the 
presence, if not by the command, of the Dauphin, afterwards Charles the 
Seventh. John of Luxemburg was a staunch adherent of the English and of 
the House of Burgundy.* I conceive that Sir Ralph Rochford was Lieutenant, 
and Richard Bokeland was Treasurer, of Calais at this time, and that the letter 
was addressed to them.<* Thomas de la Croix (Delia Croce) was an envoy 
sent by Filippo Maria, Duke of Milan, to King Henry V. as early as 1414.« 
He appears to have afterwards taken service with the King, and to have been 
highly esteemed by him/ The minute directions given by the King, prescribing 
the route of the horse and its attendants from Calais to Paris, are very curious ; 
and strongly indicative of the then disturbed state of the country. Notwith- 
standing these directions, the horse appears not to have arrived at its destina- 
tion ; hence a second letter from the King which seems to have perished, to 
which the next letter is a reply. 

* Pauli, Ckschichte von England, vol. v. p. 169. 

^ Montereau-foult- Yonne. ^ Biog. Univ. 

^ Acts of Privy Council, vol. ii. pp. 363, 365, 367. 

« Rymer, ix. 118. ^ Rymer, x. 137, 139. 
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By THE King. 

Trusty & welbeloved, forasmuche as we be enfourmed Thomas 
de la Croix hath sent hors & certain armorers, and harnois, for us 
unto our town of Caleys, We wol & charge yow expressly yat ye 
ordaine yat y« saide hors, and y* men yat ar comen with hem, come 
to us in al seure haste, and send sum trusty man for to go with hem, that 
may have the ovcrsighte & gouveumance of hem alle, and yat [they] 
be seurely & saufly conducted fro thens to St. Omer & so to Arras, 
and fro thens to Amyas [Amiens], there abidinge unto the tyme they 
have seure conduct from our brethre [brother] of Burgoigne or fro 
Sir Johan de Luxemburgh, to y* whiche we have writen for her sauf 
passage fro thens to Aubmalle [Aumale], fro whens our gamisons 
with God's grace shallen conduct hem to Parys, where we wol they 
shal abyde til they have heard of our wille — and, they comen to 
Parys, we wol that he that shal come fro you with them sende us 
woord of thcire corny ng thider. Yeven under our signet in our 
castel at Seint Denys de Moron val beside Dreux, the last day of Juill. 
To the Lieutenant and Treasurer of our towne of Caleys and eche 
of them. 



VII. 

A Letter to King Henry V. from the Lieutenant and 

Treasurer op Calais. 

The horse and its attendants not arriving, as stated in the introduction to 
the last letter, the King writes a second letter respecting it, of the 18th of 
September, and sends it to Calais by Blanc Turcell, a pursuivant. The receipt 
of this message from the King is acknowledged by the officers of Calais; who in 
reply state, that they have had a similar letter from the Duke of Burgundy, 
which they inclose, and also another letter giving an account of some mishap 
that had attended their convoy, whereat they much marvel. 

Full High and Mightie oure mo&te douted Souveraine lorde, 
also [as] lowly as yn any wise we most [best] can or derae, We us 
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recommende unto your High noblesse, unto the which please hit to 
understand that your gracious letters, yeven at Mewen [Meung] 
beside Baugency,* in date of the xviij. day of the monethe of Sep- 
tembre, hider broght by Blanc Turcell, the Poursuivant, makyng 
mention of the horse and other things, that Thomas De la Crosse 
has sent to your Highnesse, out of Lumbardy, [have been received]. 
Whereupon, ful high and mightie and oure most douted souve- 
raine liege lorde, the soth [the truth] is, that upon that high and 
mightie Prince the Due of Borguigne had, for the same cause, 
writen unto youre tresorer here, and to me, by his letters, whiche 
beeth closed within this, the men, with the same horsse, and other 
things that they brojt [brought], departed from hens the xxij. day 
of August last passed ; withoute that we have sithen had tidings of 
Ijem unto ester [yester] day, that [when] unto youre seid tresorer 
and me was broght a letter of the same matere, which also is closed 
within these. Mcrvailing right inly moche, truly, bothc he and I, 
that they have be soo demened [behaved] as the letter makith 
mencion. 



VIIl. 

A Letter to King Henry V. from an Officer having 

THE CHARGE OF PuBLIC WORKS AT CaLAIS. 

Mention being made of a servant of Thomas de la Crosse being at Calais 
when this letter was written, and of his having been the bearer of it to the 

* The name of the town in the MS. ib written Mewts, but, as there is no town of that 
name on the Loire, and that there is a town " beside Beaujcncy ** called Meun, which it 
not unfrequently written in English as Mewen, I have corrected the text. Meun, Mehun, 
or Mcung-sur> Loire, is a small town not far from Orleans, the birth-place of Jean de 
Mean, sumamed Clopiucl, ^parcesqu^il Halt botteux,'** a poet, who, in the 13th century, 
completed the Roman de la Rose. (Biog. Univ.) He is also known as the earliest trans- 
lator into French verse of Boethius de Consolatione Piiilosopbiae. (Pantheon Litteraire, 
Pkiloiophie ChrHienne, Paris, 1835; and the notice of the author, by Buchon, prefixed.) 
Both Thomas de Moutacute, the brave E^rl of Salisbury, who was mortally wounded at the 
siege of Orleans in 1428, and Charles VII. of France, died at Meun. 
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King, I conceive, but not without hesitation, that it is attributable to the jear 
1421. It is plain from the contents that it was written in time of war, and 
that the King had (probably not long before) been at Calais. ' Henry was in 
England from the 3rd February to the 10th June 1421. On the last men- 
tioned day he landed at Calais from Dover, and with very slight delay pro- 
ceeded to Rouen.* Caen stone has always enjoyed a good reputation for build- 
ing,^ and linseed oil is noted for its hardening qualities. 

SouvERAiNE LoBDE, in OS huDibly wise as any true liegeman can 
think or deme, I recommend me unto youre noble grace ; having 
in myne hert continuelly emprinted, amongcs youre other high 
comaundments, yeven to me at youre dcpartyng from Caleys, tliat 
speciall commandment, by the whiche ye charged me, that I shulde 
algates write unto youre highnesse, from tyme to tyme, of all matiers 
that me semed necessarie or expedient to siguiffie unto youre high- 
nesse. In parformyng of the which youre commaundement, like it 
youre highnesse to conceive, that the fundament of youre chappell, 
withinnc youre castcU of Caleys, and the walles over (height above 
the grounde, in the lowest place, vlij. fete) wherof I send yow the 
patronc [pattern] by John Makyn, servant to Thomas De la Crosse, 

bringer of this And, as touching the stone of this cuntre, 

that shuld be for the jambcs of your dorres and windowes of your 
seid chapcll, I dare not take upon me to sett no more therof upon 
your werkes, hit freteth and fareth so foule with himsel/\ that, had 
I not ordained lynnescde oyle to bed [bathe ?] hit with, liit wolde not 
have endured, ne plesed youre Highnesse. Wherfore I have pur- 
veyed xiij. tons tight [weight ?] of Cane stone, for to spede youre 
werkes withalL And more I shall purveye, in all the haste possible, 
for I cannot see that none other stone woUe be so proffitable for 
youre seide werkes; and, for God's love, souveraine lorde, like yow, 
of youre benign grace, to have me excused, nowc and at al tymes, of 
my rude and uncunnyng writyng to youre highnesse ; the which 



• Pttuli, Geschichte vou England, v. 165, lt>9. 



• Pauli, Cjreschichte vou i!.ngiana, v. lOo, loy. 

b A« to the u»e of Caen stone in the middle agca, nee Mr. Hardy's Descriptive Cat* 
logue of Materials relating to the Hbtory of Great Briuin and Ireland, vol. i. preface xxxi' 
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lunbas^th [ghnmoth] me ful mochcl, to ^ritc unto youre high 
estate of any matter, savinge yourc wille and commanderaent afore- 
Btud; the which I shall ever obeye and pcriburmc, to the ultermoste 
that is possible unto me, whiles my lyf endureth. Som-erainc lorde, 
I beseche Almightie gode kcpe yow ia continucl prosperitce, to hia 
plesaunce, and youre herts desire, and send yow vJctorye of all yout 
eneinys for his niuche mercy e, 



A Letter from certain Officers at Calais to the King. 

RiCHABD WiDv:iJ.B, csquire of tlie body to King Henry the Fifth, anO 
chamberlain to the Duke of BedJiird,* noa the bearer of letters to Calais, Irom 
the K-ing and the Duke, to vrhieh this and the following letter are replies. 
The; are tburtifurc attiibutable to the reign of Ueor; the Fiilh ; but I am 
unable to affix to them any more precise date; nor can I state, except as ap- 
pears from the ledera tliemselvea, under what circumstances they were written. 
Kichsrd Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, then or lately Captain of Calais, was 
absent from liis government, having left in charge the writers of the letters. 
During bis absence ihey are commanded to deliver over the town (apparently) 
to another governor. They are anxious to stand well with the King, the 
Duke and the Earl, and this causes them no small embarrassment, as seems to 
e plain, from the language of their replies. They tutitnate, however, that, 

■ being depulieB of the Earl of Warwick, they can do nothing without his know- 

' ledge and concurrence. 

• Rithiird Wydvile, WiJiil, or Woodiille, wm one al tha bnivHl, and. aocording to 

wu of ■ Northamptonshire famil} of note, and, in T Hm. IV., wu tberiff of lliat coantj, 
■nd gotertior d( NurtLuDpton Culls. He Berred wilb dittinetiun uoder Hsnrjr tlio 
Pillb, and »» an« of the eaqair« of hia bodj. In 3 Hen. VI. 1113G) ho wai made con- 
■talilo of the ToMeri ind, on Wbit-Mondaj, 1436, receired the honoar of bniKbtbood, 
at Leioistor, from Ihe King, who, boiiig then of tbe age of foar jean, bad himaelf been 
knighted (he uune daj by hii uncle tbe Duke of Bedford. In IS Hen, VI.(143T) he * 
MM finod oDs thousand pounds for marrjing Jnquetta Duehenof Bedford, without licence 
bom Uis Cruwn. For hii valiant conduct in Fiance, he wu created Baron Ri>en> in £(t 
) Ban. Tl. (MtH). Lord Riven reniained firm in bis allegiance lo Ibo House of Lancaiter 
of Eilwinl IV, Soon arier this, however, bis dangblcr Eliubeth, 



22 LETTEBS DURIXG THE REIOKS OF 

UirrO THE KiNGE CURE SorVREIGXE Lordl 

Ful high and mightio Prince and oiune right gracieux and most 
douted souvorainsr Lord : We voure humble and true obeLsant sub- 

V. m 

jectes recommende us lowly unto your high and mightie ri<il [royal] 
maiestie. Unto the whiohe plese hit to understande, that we re- 
ceived, nowe late, by the handes of youre squiex and seirant 
Richard Widoville, youre gracieux letters of prive seal, the teneur 
of the which we have wel ur.derstand, concewins ther with all the 
credence by hyra to u< exposed. Upon the teneur of the saide 
letter? [we^ beseching youre %^ide rioU niaiestie. oure right gracieux 
and moste douted s^nivenusjiie lorde. That we, vouie humble be- 
sechor?, \^ which alwaie have K^n, bee:h, and over shal be, [and] wol 
be, durvniT oure Ivvcs, voure verrave and trewo oWisant subsetes,) 
mowen been done to and doraenod in manere and lourme liche 
[like] as contencn "are containevi in" certaine articles closed with 
inne this suue. And we at all tymc$ aivn, and, with Godds grace, 
shallen W redy, at the comandement, ordinance, and be charge of 
letters, under seal of right wor?hipiull and ouie ful dere lorde 
therle of Warrewic, K^ w1k>5 comandement and charge (^as he that 
for the siufgarvle and seure keping of the toune of CiJeys, was and 
is, unto yow v^urv souveraing lorde, be th»ese letters, and seurly 
bounden in Inxlve, s^xx^cs, lif lode, and heriiai!es\ and vet not dis- 
cha^i^^^ thereof, as we under?:anden. we have charv^ and com- 
auudemout of the koinnir and src^voniaunce "iV.»of Calais' and to 
whom, W all h;i:^te jx>S!?iblo, anvi ir.con::nciit after iharrivaille of 
youre seid ss^^uior and ser>-ant, wo have sent certaine messages 
rmcssencoTs'' for ilie same cause, to oK^v anvi luItiJ voure noble 

wKiov of Sir J«>ha iincv. hAxia^ esj^^iviowi the Kie;. k<» ra :al<Q is:o&w«r,Mid 
|:ffWdU lK«uour» »nJl tnut* «viv <\vn:Vrr>Ni v« him. Ht msk* Bu«!e Trv««ft:vr ci xh* Ex* 
cb^lu«T. IayvI High i\«<»M^ of bUtcUtt^l. «a«i «sh»rKv4 tv> th^ nek. «>f ui K»L After 
a bnllMfit carver. th<> ovHnnK^a *t\>ni » thAt. ia l^ K«i>ft . IV. h^ «a» wt«vd i» Ii« h««K «k 
itimftoo iM*r rom\>rac«r. hv Str Wuliam i,\>uvvr» a Lati^ttdCrun (N»rt««a. mho. «ttil«r tW 
aacM irf Rohin <rf R:vL*«Ule. raxwJ m u»unrv^'e:o«i «^t:w< :h< Y<>ri»l j^>Tm»Mt; tkat 
he wa» huTTwJ U* N^vthampUHi, a»i ih^rv V<eh««.:«ii. v^^?^ *^- '^'J- «- P- 4$*^; 
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charge and coroandcmont, touching the dciyverance of this youru 
toune of Calpys. And, full high and mightie prince, and ourc right 
gracieux nnd raoste dout«d souvcrainge lordo, God of his might and 
grace ever preserve and kepe unto liia plesuuncc your nohle pcr- 
flonne, with periit encres of ycrcs and right good Uf and longe, for 
his muche mercy, etc. Writen 



A Lettek kkom the same Officeus to the Ddke OI" 
Bedfoed. 

Full high and mightie Prince and oure right gracieux doutfed 
lorde, also [us] lowly as in any wise we best mowen or cannen we 
us rccomande unto yo^ high and uiightic lordeship, unto which 
plese it to understand, that we received nowe kte, by the bandes of 
worshipfull Squier Itiehaid Wydebyle, youre counseller and cham- 
berlayu, youre honorable letters in date of the xv. day of Ffeverer 
[February], with certain credence therupon be bim to us exposed — 
the teneur of which we have wA\ conceived and understande [un- 
derstood] as wel as the teneur of other gracieux letters of the Kingcs 
oure Bouvcraingc lorde, now late be youre saide counseller and 
chamberlayn to he delivered and declared. Unto which letters of 
the Kinges oure forsaid souveraing lorde, and credence upon the 
same, we, [who] alwaye ban hen, belli [are], and wol be, during 
oure lyves, his veray trewe and obciesant aubjetes, aa trewly disposed 
to oure Itgeancc, haneu, after oure simple pouer [poor] discrecions, 
devised answers sucho as we trustcn to Almightie God ehalbe unto 
his plesaunce. Beseching yo' aoidc iordeshippe, ful high and 
mightie prince, and our right douted gracious lordc, that where as 
we hanen now late, and incontinent Ibrlhwith.at iharrivailleof your 
counsellor and chamberluyn at this said town of Caleis, sent 
ain mesaages [messengers?] ffclawea of oures, unto oure worship- 
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full and right dere lorde therie of Warrewick, now late oure 
capitaine, to letc him have knowleche of the said letters, as wel as 
of the will of oure forsaide souveraing lorde, touching the de- 
liverance of this his toune of Caleis; of which in al haste possible 
[we] truste to have answere, [and that] hit be unto yo' highness no 
displesaunce ; bot that oure poore worshippes and honestees in that 
partie mowen bee favourably recommended unto youre said high 
and mightie lordeship ; submitting us hooly ther inne unto youre 
good grace and ordinance, as they that hertely beeth disposed to 
obeye all youre honorable deakes and doo youe true service at oure 
simple pouers. And, full high and mightie prince, and oure right 
douted and gracieux Lorde, God of his might and grace ever youe 
preserve and kepe, with perfite hclthe of personne, and right good 
lyf and longe, for his muche mercy. 



XI. 

A Petition by J. B. (a suspected Lollard) to King 

Henry V. 

It is very difficult to say what maDner of man J. B. the author of this 
curious petition was. That he was an ecclesiastic, and considered himself sus- 
pected of Jjollardism, there is no doubt ; but, although there were grounds for 
suspicion, he was nevertheless no Lollard. Still he greatly fears and distrusts 
the ecclesiastical authorities, and has no hope of justice except from the King 
himself. He had been compelled by false leasings * to take sanctuary at West- 
minster, and is anxious that the King should himself determine his cause. He 
asks, first, that a particular service or manual of devotion to our Lady in Latin, 
*' containing all the Bible, with great part of Catholic doctors for the better 
understanding of the same Bible," may be freely used by any one, and specially 
that it may be used by what he terms " a private religion," meaning, as I con- 
ceive, a religious confraternity called " Chrisfs Knights." This is what he 
mainly aims at ; but, inasmuch as he intimates, besides, a very orthodox desire 



• P§. iv. 2 ; V. 6. 
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to " verrf the healben and other heretics," in order to coniolidate tlie unitj 
of the Church under "our holy Father the Pope of Rome" one would have 
thought the Bishop of Loudon would have deemed the purit; of his faith unim- 
peochable. He was, however, accused of having affixed some letter to the 
gate of Thomas Falconer, Lord Major in 141-1-16, and had beeo cast into 
the Peuitentiarj of St. Paul's.' Ue was further accused of favouring Lord 
Cobham ; of possessing a Lollard book " tliey clepe the Lanlliorn of Light ;" 
and of lately organiKing and nbetting a Lollard rising at Coventry. He 
denies the truth of all and every of these allegations j but the possession 
of the book was suspicious. A i^opy of the " Lan thorn (if Light" "bound 
in red leather, of parchment, written in a good English hand," bad been 
found in the hands of one John Claydon, a cunjer, a poor relapsed Lollard, wbo, 
a few years earlier, had been delivered over to the secular arm. The csaminntion 
of the book was on that occasion referred to a committee of ecclesiastics, one of 
whom was the famous William Lyndwood, authorof the "FrovinciaU" t-aA, if their 
report is to be trusted, it was highly abusive of the Pope and the bishops. It is, 
however, remarkable that, amongst the Rftcen heretical propositions which the 
committee found in the book, one (the sixth) is directly condemnatory of 
"private religions," the very institutions one of which J. B. wished to intro- 
duce.' Lord Cobbam, who was condemned for heresy by Archbishop Arundel, 
10th October, U13,'^ was executed in December, 1417." The Duke of Bedford 
was Lieutenant of the kingdom in 1415, and again in 1417, when the King was 
absent from England.* The Duke of Gloucester was appointed to the post, 
SOth December, 1419.' The King was at home from February to June, 1421, < 

» It i« no[ lerj clear wliat the word* " FmiUxuHerry cj Paula " misn. I conceited 
Uieni to inilicaM an ecolaiutical coQrt ; but It hu beta ■uggeilod, ou hlgb aulLoritj, 
that thej. more probalily, mem an epUcopBl prUon, the o« ot wliieh, u ntgarded nu- 
peoted heretics, «u ssnclioned hy an Act uf tbe 2 Henry IV. I do nol however flud, in 
Dugilale's History a( St. Psul'i.an." trice oteitheraoonrt orprisoD so named attached to 
the metrapulilical cathedral. Under the word " Pmitenliaria," Ducange boa "Tri- 
bunal Romanuni cui praeat PisnlteDtlsrlDS Mi^or," and he deflnes " PienJlentiBriaa" 
t« be ■ dignity inilituted in cathedral ohurchea by [be Coancil at Trent (aenion S4, 
cap. 8, and Sen. 14,eap. T), having power to absolve in reserved cue*. Hesdds.baw- 
ever, tbU this dignity eilsted long bvbre the Coand] of TrenL (Ducinga, v. 323.) The 
name of an office might very soon past into the nanio of a place; and, in modem Eng- 
IMi, this change ha* occurred with reference lu this very uord. 

' FoCT, AcB and MonnmcoU, sol. iii. p. 632. " The Ijanlbam of Light " was nfler- 
words printed by Robert Radman. Ameii'a Typog. Antic|. (Dibdin's edit.} vol. iil p. SIS. 

• Bynur, it 81. - Piuli. v. 147, 148. 

• Rymer, is. 305, 4T5. ' Rymor. in. SSO. 
f PauU, V. leS, UQ. 
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nn<t tlie Duke ofBcdford vas reappointed tba 10th June, 1421.* I cODCMve 
this petllion lo bave been presented lo tbe Ein;; in the spring of I4'J1. Tho 
Biehopof London of the period iruRidiard ClilTord.'' The text iabotb obacnrc 
and corrupt; but I must leave tbe document and ite apparent contradictions M J 

I find them. 

Sadelt, mekely and trncly besecheth youre true liegeman and 1 
continue! devoute beJroan J. B., that sythen, by fals lesinges, he is ' 
neded to holde youre and god is Scintwnry [God's sanctuury] of ] 
Westminster, fFur drede of fnla prisonnemcnt and gnitter WTonges, 
that yc wolde ycve liim leev and hardiness to plaine to yow, and i 
ye youreself, in youre owne solempne propre personne, withoutea I 
any other Juge, spirituel or tempore!, loe youe or any other, to be ' 
assigned in this cas, as fer [as] youre pouer streches, to here him; 
And who that wo! obiect ayainest him, on bothe sides, to aiegge and 
prove; And thann youre owene self, at thende, wliaun ye have all . 
thinges we! herd and conceived, yeve sentence diffinityf. And, 
namely, of a service of ourc ladye, in laten, contening al the biWc, I 
with gret part of Catholic Dwtours for t!ic l>ctt«r und ere (an ding of I 
that same bible. And this service for dcvocion take it wlioo so wol, \ 
wlio so nil leef, and hit fu!ly to be Baide, foure tymes a yeere, or, ut 
theiest, twice; ami the labour, on the day, nO;t fully Hi houres ; which 
iburme of service he aaketii to be confermed soo, that, whooever wol 
use hit, mowebodely [boldly?], withouten sclaundre or defame of all 
nmnere unleeffulnesa ; and also the same he aaketh for a privat religion, 
numcd cristya Knightis, for the same service to use. And also to 
werry [make wai', (CAoiMer)] on the hetbcn and other heretikcs, 
iKithe gostely & bodely, in all lawful! nmnere, to miike oo [one] 
foulde and one herde, cure Lorde Jhu [Jcsu] criste, and his chief 
Vicar in erthe, ourc hooly ffadcr the pope of Rome. Of which ma- 
ijers the same Johji [viz, J. B. before mentioned] toke up thre 
bookcE, to be examined, to his ordinarie, bishop of London, sono 
after Estir last was ; asking therof aunswere. Bote he maye none 
yet have, ne his bookes neithr, ue of divers blUes petters] that he 



• VLjain, I. 139, 



i> FhU BocI. Angl. <rol. ii. p. SOI. 
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hath sent aillien, Of whcch therfor he asketli youe, liege lordc, 
both aunswer and deliverance; and also of (als lesingea falsly he 
[knowcth] not by whome put on him, that ye wolde holde and 
declare him fill innocent, ffor, got wotc, soo he ia. Of which leeinga 
one is, tliat lie ahulde have made a letter y sett upon Faukener ia 
gate tlianne maire of London, and [he ia] cast into the Penitaunccry 
of Ponies. [The 2d not stated.] The thridde, in declaring [himself 
in favour ?] of John Oldecastell, Knyght. The fourthe, a booke thoi 
clepe Uie launtern of light; the v"* that he shulde, at Coventre, Sun- 
day thre wekes nexte bilbrc LamnicBse day last was, have taught and 
stirred LouUers to rise; the vi'°. that he ahulde have made vi hun- 
dred tabordea for the same entent. And, to fore god, liege lord, al 
is fids and falsly fayncd; and that lie ia ever rcdy to declare him- 
Bclf, oonely yn yo' noble presence, right as yc and youre rightwiso 
lawe woUe: and yet, every day, they countrefet nue lesinges, boo 
that he may not poursue aunswer of his service and religion aforsaide. 
And therfore, liege lorde, til these matiers be al finisshed.hcnsketh, 
freely, youre true and faithfull highest and most free and gracious 
protection, in all raanere causcB to ayeinst alt munere of men, of what 
condition ever it be, he in no wise bo letted : bote alwaye mowe 
safe goo at large, to poursue bis nedes in this cas; and to take h!a 
ful counsseil witlioute al mancrc of prisonuement, and othir letting 
whatever, ye mowe deffende. And also, evermore, to have free 
honest commynge unto youre owen rial presence, in due time and 
1 place, withouten any lettyng, at his owen wille; ffor he (indeth youe 
I god and at hese to borogh (?). That that he wol never this fiye, but 
. redi appere, and youre lawfull sentence ever abyde, and with goode 
will take. And, on this condtcion, bote not elles, he forsakcth all 
otlier priviliges and libertees of Sanctewary, ever bounden to yow 
and to youre righwys laws; ffor, god wote, lie toko never Sanle- 
wary bote for fere of liils prisonnemcates, and therfor he besecheth 
you leeveth [that yc believe] not lyers against hiin, ffor [lore] god, 
. lie suth ne mencth bote treuthc. And all this, liege lorde, as fer as 
1 may be plesed, and ye not displesed, he requireth you, bifore 



2S 



LETTERS DUBINO THE RE1GN8 OF 



gode, at Kb endelea dome, [that ye hear] and aleo that ye aee and 
conceive an Informacion in latin of the eame Religion, which be 
tooke to mya excellent and worthielordc your brother, thanneyouro 
lieutenant, also noble Due of Bedford. And, more OTer, he esketh 
you al that ever he shulde, pertening and helping to this matiere. 
and all that is impertinent and harmyng to be had awayo. And 
ever to have libertee to adde and minise [minish?] chaunge and 
amende, as hit may him most Bpeede; and in noo waye dclaye no 
hinder, thogh he [know]not what it is. Therforc evermore, he asketh 
yow also al mauere true and faithfull couneseill in this matier; for 
he is bot right simple, ne greet truste hath not ferrer [further?] 
thanne in god and yow, Lete hym not therfore bo deceived, for 
godds love allmighte. And therfore, if ayenst this petidon any 
procesae be made of any nianer Juge spirituel or temporeil, and soo 
the same John have wronge, thanne he provoketh and appelleth 
this cause directly to the rightwisness of god and to the Ucgc lorde, 
8br other jugea in this matcre ho halli utterly suspcete, for greet 
wrongea that he hath had, dreding to have more. He therfor hem 
utterly recuseth, and hcrto he fully liim submitteth. Al thb and 
echo parcel therof he asketh yow, and requircth oonly to have right, 
for god is [God's] love, etc. 



A LeTTEE FItOM THE SOVEREIGN TO - 



Tun letter Beemi to have been written by Henry the FiftU, or Henrj> the 
Sixth, (I iiifline to think by the rormer sovereign,) from France ; but to i*lu»n 
I am wholly unable to aay. The only particular of any importimce it ditclOMS, 
is notice of the fact that, at one period, the King of England felt »o butg of 
retaining France, that it was contemplated having cue chancellor for both 
realmi. I cannot discover who \V. U. wa#; bat Richard Leyot was a penon 
of lone note. I have not found that he ever held any distinct office under 
the Crown ; but he was a cbuichman mentioned more than once iti Bymcr a* 
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baTiDg been employed, during the reigna of bolli Henry the Fiftli and Henry 
the Sixth. Ue wm a prebendary of Lichfield in 1431,' and advanced to the 
dignity oC Dean of Salisbury in 1446. He died 16 June 1449.'' Thia letter ia 
merely a fragment. 

Right trusty and welbelovjd. We grete yow wel. And for as 
muche as that we ben advised for to have but oon Chaunceller, bothe 
for Dure matiera that wb have adoo in this land, and also in England, 
We writen at this tyme unto oure right trusty & welbelovyd 
Clerc, Maistre Richard Leyot, tor to send ua over into this lande, in 
all, goodely haate, oure seal that he hathc in his keping. And we 
wol that he be forthe of oure counssail, as that he was bifore, and 
more over, sith that oure lorde hathe taken owte of this worlde W. 
M., tliat in his lyf was oure ti-ewe servant, as we truatc verraly, 
whoos Boule god for his mercy aasoUle: we wol and charge yow 
that ye sende unto ua oure Signett, that he hadd in kepinge, and 
certitHe ua alweya, fro tyme to tyme, by comers betwene, of suche 
tidings as that ye han. 



A Declahation oe Memorant>cm op Thomas Eq-wlet. 

jANia TBB Fust, King of Scotland, had been most unjustly arretted in the 
year 140(i, when a child, by King Uunry the Fourth, while on hit way to 
France. He remained in confinement during the reigns of Henry the Fourth, 
Henry the Fifth, and until the second year of Henry the Sixth (1423). In 
this year he was released, on an undertaking to pay, within six ycuTB, the sum 
of 40,000^., not for rsnson, but for his "support and education." Before return- 
ing home, be espoused in London, Joanna, niece of Richard the Second by the 
mother's side, and, through her father, John Duke of Somerset, granddaughter 
of John of Gaunt, and was presented on lug marriage-day with a discharge for 
10,000/., being one quarter of the stipulated sum.' The 10,000 marks men- 
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tionetl in this memorandum were do doubt uiotlier instalment of the Bum in 
question. A "cedu! " appeu's to have been added to the original document 
sealed b; Thomas Rowelej. Tbomas Rovrele}', RouUe, or Roulci was an eccle- 
siastic, and chaplain to James the First, King of Scotland. lie seems to have 
been a diploinntiu agent whose services were olten required by bis master.' 

In the yere of grace Mill i'xxvi, Theffriday vi** day of tlie inonctlie 
of Dcccnibre, Maister ITiomaa Roweley Clerc, for certain causes 
y commen from high and mighle Prince the Kyng of Scotland, unto 
the Kyng oure Souverainge Lordc, and to his greet CounsciJl. After 
certain communication y had at Westminster, betwcne hym nnd 
Kichard Bokeland, Tresorer and Vitailler of Caleys, as touching the 
paiement of the some of x ra' marcs he the saide Kinge of Scotland, 
owing, as be t«rmc runnen, after the stablcnient of the same, and due 
to be paied unto the Kynge our saide souverainge iorde in the Cite 
of London, made hym strange," as in the saide Kitigee name of Scot- 
land, and said unto the saide fiichard Bokeland at the suidc West- 
minster, That at the fertheat be the forste sunday Clene Lenton ' 
nezte comyngc the seid somne of x m' marcs holy shulde & shalbe redy 
in money to the value of good nobles, mountyng, the same somne 
to be piued within the toune of Bruges in Flaundres, unto all suche 
personnca or personne as thereof han or sliuUen have pouer & auu- 
torite sufficient, be the Klnge our saide Souverainge Iorde, and that 
withouten any longer delaies makyng hym strange." Over [further?] 
that the said Maister Thomas permitting that, upon that the said 
Kinge of Scotland in al goodly haste shall sende his letters seeled 
under his seel unto the lordes of the Counsseil of oure said aouvo- 
minge Iorde, promising & afferming the same. In WitenesBC of 
wliiciie tiling the said Maister Thomas unto this cedul hath sett his 
BOel day & yere aboven rehersed. 

« AM* of Priij Canncil. tol. iii. p. Si7; Rot. Bcirt. toI. il. pp. SSSo, 2E»ft. 201a, 362*, 
2eu, 36D6, 37S<i * t, and 2S3<i; Rjincr, i. pp. 4SS (dcI 431. 
> Made it a luUet of difficult J. Sea Caal«rbui7 TaJi^ 11,G3£I. 
• 8m PuWn Letten, uii. 'al. i. p. 207. 
' %j. without anj (urlhu difflcullj. 



A Lettek from - 



- TO Richard Flemmyng, 



Bishop of Lincoln. 

The bishop to whom this letter was addressed was a Bishop of Lincoln, Slen- 
ford havin){ been formerlj a residence of the Bishops of Lincoln. Uis Lord- 
ship nu plainly " in trouble." and, from hiit having to iue the King's Conncil 
for bis temporalities, I conclude Ihia was the " trouble" and "adversity" that 
is alluded to in the letter. This circumstance seems to point out Richard 
Flemmyng, who van Bishop of Lincoln from 1419-20 to 143a-l.> Richard 
Flemmyng was horn in Yurkshlre of a gwiU family,' and educated at University 
College, Oxford. He took his degrees of O.A. and M.A., and was a proctor in 
1407 and 1408. In early youth he inclined strongly to the doctrines of Wiclc- 
lifle ; but, " hit miyulh being flopped with preferment," not only his zeal coolc<l, 
but he became a determined enemy to all church reform.^ He was made 
Rector of Boston in Lincolnshire, Prebeniiary of South Newbald, and (by ex- 
change) of Langtofl.'i both in the arch-diocese uf York, and, in 1419-20, was 
promoted to the see of Lincoln.' In 1423 he was present at the Council of 
Sienna ' (Seneust)i and so distinguished himself there that the Pope (Martin 
V.) made him his Chamberlain,* and the fuUoning year (1424) promoted him 
to the Archbishopric of York. This preferment Richard Flemmyng unwarily 
Bcocpted without the permission of the King's Council." The Council there- 
upon seized the temporalities of Lincoln, compelled the prelate lo renounce 
the archbishopric, and the Pope was fain to retranslate him (in 1425) by the 
style of Richard Archbishop of York to hia former sec.' It was on this occa- 

• PmIj Eocles. Anglic, ii. 17. 

^ Illaitribua in Angliu natus parentibus (PJlaeus, t. 1. p. S15>. 

• Antiq. Oion. (Gutch) Iv. 231. Wlien I tint w&lked up Ihe n.iTc of Lincoln Catlicdrol 
I almiwl IbrgBTi Richud Flemmyng lor wishing to pnaerve tilings u they wctt. 

* Ibid. 23( n. («). ' F«ti Ecc. Aogl. ii. 17. 

' Pitsena, t. i. p. 015. This suthor )[iviw, u the due of this Council, 1421, ted tide 
Mntrs Cbron. of Hiit. (Niooluj 252. Anilionj Wood, bj mitUke, culls it the Cauncil of 
Sens (Antlq. Oiou. 234), which wm held in 1185 (Nicolw, 253). 

f See the L»tin epi[»pb published bjr Anilionj Wood sa liaviDg bren bnnerl; on the 
tomb, bht which wu mA Ibat in 1610 (Antiq. Oion. (Outcb) iv. 235. 2ae). 

* The Klng'e COanoll had sssenlcd to Ibe clealion ot Philip Bishop of Worcester lo llie 
Arohbishopric. (AoUofPrirj Council, vol. ili. xiriii, ».] 

' Fait) Eccl. Angl. vol. il. p, 17, where see, in the footnote, ■ lery reniuksble letter 
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sion thut Ril^h&^d Flemmjng petitioned, in mnst abject atjle, for the rcsUtution 
of bis tempo raliticV >iiid thej were rcatoreil 3rd August, 142G.'' Kicbard 
Flemmyng obtained n rojal license, dated 12 Oct. 1427, to Tuutid Lincola 
College in Oxford, to educate persons wlio should write, preach, and dtspnte 
against the " damnable doctrine " of WieklifTe. He died, honevcr, at Lincolu, 
the 25t!i January, 1430-1, before his college was actuallj founded.' I am 
struck with the unrelenting hoetilitj shown bj this bishop to the memor; of 
one, whom in hig jouth he had so much admired. He it wa< who was selected 
by the Council of Sienna to execute the decree of the Council of Constance, 
wliich directed that the bones of the great reformer should be exhumed; to 
which, 03 one of WicklifFe's biographeri obserrcs, he, in his zeal, added the 
burning thcni,^ I believe this letter to have been written in 1426i and I have 
a susjiicion that Biibop Beckington, at that time archdeacon of Buckingham, 
was the writer. I can discover nothing with regard to " Alisaundre Me Lvin- 
bard," Anderby, Thomas Soresby, or Wyuhe. There was a Richard Wychc, 
who may have been living in 1426, who, like Richard Flemmjng, bad onc« 
been a follower of Wickliffe, and who was compelled to recant,' Perhaps he 
was the lost of the persona named. 

RiGLtT Woraliipfull fiadii* ia Gode, and my worehipfull lordc, I 
rccommende me unto youre lordcslupe, yn all due wise; and like hit 
youre lordeshipe to witc, tliat I have received youre letters writen at 
Sleford the x day of Januer, rehercyng, muche things, the which, iis 
yc aiHrme, is iche [each] worde true, on peyne of your unworshipc. 
By the which youre letters I understand, yn especial, that, touchiDg 
ibe cxxx'i, that I paied of rayn owen goods to Alisaundre for your 
bulles, the Bamc Alisaundre muste paye me ayen; and Anderby to 
hym the said somme, as ye writen. Sir, I mervailie right muche, 
and can noght have mervalled to muche, that ye boo writen, cona- 
dering, namely, how, at your deparUng hens, and many lyme before, 

Irom lbs Council to (be Lnrd Chuioallor, an tbe ocouion. Tbcro b in Flt-mmj'iig'i 
Ref^Mur, circa 1424, very diatincl tniimatioD of the (m being Iben vruniit. 

• Rot. Pari. iT. 311. FmIi Ecet. .*ngl|p. ii 17 

' Antiq. Oion. (Qutah) iT.asfl. aST. Beg. Flom. to. Z«. 

■ L'EnfiiDt, Hut. du Cono. ■■• CODit. lib. ii. n>l. i. p. )5Ti Lewtt'i Life of Wieklillk, 
p. 280; Qodwya it Pmulibn* AngbB. p. SU?; >nd Ljndwwd'i ProvinolAlc, lib. *. Ut 4, 
p. SM.noUip. Lj'ndwoodl-.nnoUtoriMiin, boHTHpr. roMBtidwiho'"i«rHiiijr"' w baring 
bMn orUsred bjr lbs Poi*. i^ Kuc. Z'nati. p. SOI. 
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witlie much more langage thanne is now to be rehcrcod, ye desired 
and praied me, with greet instance, to sue unto my lordes of the kinges 
counsaille for deliverance of youre temporaltees ; like as y did, lull 
diligently, God kaoweth. And, also, ye praied me to spede your 
buUes towards you, as soone as thei were comen ; ye rehercyng, how 
grcotly the delaying of youre said bulles might ekaythe you. The 
which bulles hider commen, because that they might not be geten 
oute of the Lumbard's bauds, on lasse than the forsaide somme first 
paled, as youre servants Maister lliomas Soresby and Wyche 
knowen well, and also the Lumbard wol recorde, thei besoght and 
pnued me right instantly, on youre behalve, to content the Lumbard 
of the said aomme; and soo I did, with right good wille (God 
knoweth) in thaire presence, the xxvi day of August; receyving of 
Alisaundre a cedul of the said somme, upon good and just rekenyng, 
betwix you and hym. And this is so clere, that hit may nojt be 
said nay unto {I am seurc) yf they be wel avised. Wherefore I 
may well mervaille of that ye write, that ye had no knowlege that 
I paiod for yow the forsaid somme. Of which pniement Alisaundre 
also saietli, playncly, hccertiffied yow, by letters diverse; and therby 
he wol abide. The which bulles, yn wise beforsaid, by mo receyved, 
I sent thaym to yow, by youre seid servants, havyng, at all tymes, 
fial grete tenderiiesse and rewth (God knoweth) of your adversitio, 
thogh it be litill considered. And, as touching the c". that, as ye 
write, ye spake to Anderby of at Sleford, etc. trewly, as me seemeth, 
I quyte me soo to yow in tliat matore, amonges other, as were thanke 

\ worth, and [if] it be well remembred, Natheles, of that and rnitche 
more I passe over, at this tyme, and praye yow hertely that, consi- 
dered this that here is rcherced, and the remenant that might be 
reheieed, of my trew and kynde service unto yow, in youre trouble, 
ye wollc ordftinc, in savyng your owen worship and me harmeles, 
that I be paied, as reason and good conscience wollen; soo that, for 
depute of paiement, I be no}! constreint to pourvey me of othtr 
reraedye, that were me lotlie; the which, after answere of this letter 

■}|Ad from yow, I must nedes and tbenke [think] to doo, on lesse than 
CAMD. soc. F 
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ye woU content me. And, sir, I am seure ye wol no3t gruche so to 
doo, wel avised; ffor hit were to muche ayeinst youre worship, 
ayeinst good conscience, and ayeinst all gentilnesse, that I shulde 
thus straungely be quyte [requited] for my kyndenesse, and, pera- 
venture, cause many men herafter, that han will to do you service, 
wittyng herof, to be warre by me — that God deffende [forbid] for 
youre sake, more than for myn. Right worshipfuU, etc. the hooly 
Trinitee have yow evermore in his kepyng. Writen, etc. 



XV. (1). 

A Letter prom an Officer at Calais, on behalf of him- 
self AND others, to THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

I HAVB no hesitation in assigoing the five following letters to the year 1428. I 
have less confidence in my having placed them in their right order. They 
chiefly relate to the displeasure shown by Richard Beauchamp Earl of War* 
wick towards Richard Bokeland,* Treasurer of Calais, Richard Wydyile,^ 
Chamberlain to the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, and Lowis John, 
Warden of the Mint in London and at Calais,' in consequence of their having, 

■ 

• AnU, p. 16. . *» AnUt p. 21. 

* Lowis, Lewis, Lodowick, or Lodewyke John was the representative of an ancient 
family (which also bore the name of Fitz- Lewis) formerly posseaeing property in Herts, 
bnt much more in Essex. It is said that the first of the family wss the ofl!q[>ring of an 
intrigue of Prince Lewis (afterwards Lewis VIII.) of France with an English lady, when, 
in 1216, that' prince invaded England, at the invitation of the barons opposed to King 
John. (Morant, vol. i. pp. 212, 218, note p.) It most, however, be admitted that the 
name Lewis John is intensely Welsh; and that be, in a petition presented by him to Par- 
liament, in 1414, speaks of himself as of Welsh extraction. (Rot. Pari. iv. 45.) Lewis 
John was Warden of the Mint at London and Calais, and also Master of the Mint under 
Henry the Fifth. (Ruding's Annals of British Coinage, vol. i. pp. 88, 57.) The Hertford- 
shire property of this family was near Hatfield, where the name of Ludwick*s or Lodwick*s 
Hyde still lingers. (Clntterbnck, vol. ii. p. 857 ; Channcy, p. 811.) Members of this 
family representeH the county of Herts in 27 and 81 Edward III. and 1 Hen. IV. Lewis 
John was married three times, and Homdon or Thomdon Hall, in the parish of West 
Thomdon, with other lands in Essex, came to him by his third marriage, in 1488, with an 
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as he conceived, caoEed bia removal from the capttiiiiBbip of Calais. Tbe 
ehsrge ii moit Btrenuouslj denied by one of the three, who I believe to have 
been Ricbard Bokeliuid ; but, although the Duke of Bedlbrd interested hiin- 
Belf warmlj on their behalf, both by word of mouth and by letter, the Earl 
seems to have remained still of the sanie mind. Wydvile appears to have 
vainly attempted to exculpate himself by tbrowing the blame on Bokeland and 
Lowis John ; the latter, so far as appears, was silent. IIon' far the Earl was 
justified in his suspicions it is impossible now to say, bnt a very lulfieient rea- 
son for his ceasing to command at Calais existed in his being called upon, on 
the first of June of this year, to preside over the education of the young King 
Henry VI.* a duty which would of course require his preseDce in England, 
and which, very likely, he thought more honourable than agreeable, especially 
in time of war. The Duke of Bedford, who had lately been in England, had 
now returned to France. There is no doubt that he had at this period suc- 
ceeded in detaching the Duke of Britanny from his alliance with King Charles 
VII.' of France ; but I hove not discovered any trace of the particular meeting 
of the two Dukes, which, it would seem, was expected h> take place on the 
'iOth of May at Rouen. Thomas de Montacute, Earl of SullBbury, whose 
coming is said to be " right needful and expedient," landed from England at 
Calais in July, 1428, with reinforcements,' taking the Earl of Warwick's place 
witli the Duke of Bedford, who was now at Paris.* Ho proceeded southwards, 
and was killed, 3rd November, 1428, at that fatal siege of Orleans, where the 
English, in the ipring of 1429, received their first check from Joan of Are.* 
The Duke of Bedford was made Captun of Calais by patent bearing date tite 
5th December, 1428.' The office of Treasurer of England was held at this 
time by Walter Lord Hungerford.s 

Emi heiren. [Magna Dril, Emei, p. SSi.) He died in 1112. (Inquu. puet murteni. 
ai Hen. VI.) 

• Kj. X. 380; Rot. Pu'l. v. 111>; Acl« of Friv; Couuvil. iii. ■i»0; and Pat. 6 II. VI. 
(I. 2. m. 6. ThB "Artioles liecliirLng liow Ibe E»rl ol Warwick Mak clinrge of Henry VI." 
which Sir John Fenu hu prefixed lo the rulon Leuen, were not entered into un tliu 
oooafion.butareofal>tetdate(ll Hen. VI.). 

^ Lobineau, Hiit. de Brelagne, torn. i. p. GT2, 

' Aeta B<«ia, toI. ii. p. 214. ■> Hall, 143. 

' Lord Soliibury was mortollj wounded st Orleans, but died at Mcung tur-Loire, the 
3rd Novemlier. 1428. Of him an old Fronvh author (tefebre Ja St. Denia), quoted bj 
a nuHlem hiilertaa, writea thus : " Plus vaillant homme que iui ne fut en Angleterre, ul 
D* ful «tre Kiiu U soleil." (Mulin, Hiat. dn France, vii. T, (1, 17, IS.) 

■ Rol. Prancrilen. VI. m. 1. 

t Waltar Lord UuDgcrford held higb otBi't under the Crown, during lb* reigni ol 



36 



LETTEBB DURING THE REIGNS OF 



Letter I was certttinly addreaied to llie Duke of Bedford, probably to Ptru, 
b; certain officers at CaJaie; and, although Bokeland, Wjdvile, and Lowii 
Jobu are named in the third person, it is clear from the Duke's reply that 
thej were the writers. "Oure Lorde youre brother" must refer to Humphrey 
Duke of Gloucester, who conducted the home goveinmeut as Protector, in the 
abseuoe of llie Duke of Bedford, but who seems at this time to have Lad Home 
command at Calais. 

Letter 2 la from the Duke of Bedford to the writers of Letter I. lie bos 
vpoken to the Earl of Warwick, and now incloses a letter to him respecting 
" the hevyoeBse " he entertains towards Bokeland aud his friends, and he tell* 
them how they ought to conduct themselves towards him. The advice given 
as to certain payments due to the Earl seems to refer to some letter from 
them, which baa not been preserved. 

Letter 3 from Bokeland to a friend fperhapa a brother) in persona! at- 
tcadance on the Duke of Bedford, expresses much grati»ude to the Duke, 
and affection to his correspondent, nho .leeus to have written Bokeland a 
letter, which has been also lust. Notwithstanding the Duke's letter, the Earl 
muintains his " bevy lordship" to Wydvile, Lowis John, and him, but specially 
to him. lie hopes the Duke will still stand his friend, or he fears he muat resign 
his post. He also states his reasons for feeling a difficulty in complying with 
the Duke's wish ea, with regard to the payments due to the Earl of Warwick. 

Letter 4 was, 1 conceive, written to Bokeland from Paris by his friend in 
attendance on theDuke, probably early in May 1428. From Its contents it would 
seem to have been sent to Calais with the Duke's letter. Theuotices of Lords 
Baliabury and Talbot are interesting. The siege mentioned at the end of the 
letter, US in preparation, was probably not of Laval, but Orleans. 

Letter S was certainly written by Bokeland to Richard Wydvile, who, 
being Cbaraberlain to the Duke of Bedford, was probably with hiin at Paris. 
Bokeland complains that Wydvile has tried to make his peace with the Earti 
at the expense of his friends. Ue professes great difficulty in believing that 

Henry tlie Fourth, Benrj the Fifth, and Henry the Siilh. He served in Pmnoe under 
lli'iiry the Fifth, rsceived gnntB in th>[ coantry, and as* made a Knfght of the Garter. 
Ho waa al» one of ihe King's Moculon, He wu, for many years, Lord Tressurer of 
KngUnd, and nt in Parliament u B»roo Hungerford from 4 Hen. "VI, fUSS) to 27 
Hen. VI. (1440). He died in 1448, and was burled In Ballibuiy nihednl. (I>iigd. Bar. 
to], ii. pp. 204, 2eS, SOS.) Nolwithitanding the minute dimtions given b; [bis nobtanuu 
in his will ^Teat. Vel. vol, 1. p. 2G7] as Lo hii place of sepultUTO, icareely b tnee of II 
eaiits, Waltvr Lord Ilnngerfiird resided chiefly at Farley Cutle, otberwiK Farley Mont- 
brd, on Ibe borden of Wilts and SomeneUbire. The ramaia* of Farley Culle axe (aid 
Id be vurj thilliig. [Ifungetlbrdians, p. 102.) 
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Wydvile can littve so acted. He ends bia letter, however, by giving bis corre- 
Rpondent a pieuc of news with wbicb Wjdvile, from bis poiitjon with tbeDiikc, 
WM probably well ncquaintcd. 

Odre right dredfull and moste gracious lorde, witli entier hum- 
bless of oure pourc and obciasaunts hei-tcF, we recommande us unto 
youre high and noble grace. Like hit unto yourc highness to un- 
deratajid, how that wee ben enforraed by the Tresourer of England, 
that he is instructed by yo' highness for to reforme youre patent of 
the Capitaineshippe of the toune and castell of Caleya, Whereupon 
he desireth us, youre poure servants, to sue it forth; whiche we 
dare not take upon us, with outcu special commandemcnt and sup- 
portacion of yow thcrin; considering that nowe ourc lorde of 
Warrewik sheweth himself alwaye hcvy lorde to Wydevile, Lowls 
John, and Richard Bokelund, surmctting upon thayoie that they 
were causers iherof [*'. e. of his removal from the Captainship 
of Calais], which God knowcth the contrary, saving yo' com- 
mandement, that all youre trewe fercndea as all youre poure ser- 
vants dyd and as tliayme owe of right to doone [as they ought of 
right to have done], and ever woU, to ihaire lyvcs ende, in that and 
maters other. Whcrfor, and it like unto yo'' goode grace, we 
I thcnke that h were right neceesarye to directe youre letters unto 
oure lorde youre brother, as well as unto the lordes of the Counsaii, 
I to have us, yo' poure servants, recommended unto thaire goode 
I grace, as for al suchc matere as we shall poursue unto thayme in 
I yo' behalf, and in especial in this matere ahovesaid; and for how 
I many yeres that ye desire to have [your patent made out]. Oure 
L right, etc. We hesech the blessed and gracieux Trinitec ever to 
[ preserve yow in honneur and prosperitec, and sendc yow victorye 
\ of alle yo"" enemys. 
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XVI. (2). 

A Letter from the Duke of Bedford to the Officers 

AT Calais. 

Right trusty and wel-belovyd, We grete you well, And doo you 
to wite that we lian received and seen yo' letters that ye han nowe 
late sent us, and fullyche understanden the contenue of thayme; of 
the whiche we thanke yow right hertely, and pray yow that, for oure 
comforte, ye wol continue to write forth unto us, and certiffie us, 
from tyme to tyme, of all suche tidings as that ye shall have; and, 
as touching unto the hevynesse that oure cousyn of Warrewyk hath 
unto yow, we have spoken unto hym therof, and praied him, that, 
by contemplacion of oure praier, he wol be yowr goode lorde, and 
remoeve his saide hev3aies8e from yowe. And nowe we writen unto 
hym also for the same cause, rijt tenderly, by oure letters; the 
whiche we sende' yow with these, prayeng yow hertely, that ye 
wol gouvem yow unto him in alle wise goodely and frendely , as that 
ye owe to doo; and, as unto that that [ye] desire, by yo'^ said let- 
ters, for to be certiffied from us, howe that we wol that ye shall 
gouvem and demene yow from hens forthwards^ in the payments 
that ye shall make unto oure saide Cousyn, we wol and pray yow, 
that, by youre goode discrecion, ye gouvem yowe in suche wise 
therin, as that ye thenke that ye owe to doo of right and reason; 
tendering in asmuche as that ye goodely may oure saide Cousyn in 
his forsaide payments. And oure Lorde, etc. 



XVII. (3). 
A Letter from Richard Bokeland to 



Right worshipfuU Brother, I commende me to yow, etc and have 
received my lordes letters, oon direct to my lorde of Warrewik, 
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another to me, of whiche I beseche yow to thanke lowly his 
goocle and gracious lordeship on my poure belialf, with due 
recommendacion, etc. And grauntmercy, brother, hertely of youre 
kynde and gentill lett«r to me (right welcome at thia tyme 
and at all tymcs, prayeng yow enticrly of continuance, at suche 
tyraes as ys yo^ goode layjer,) and mene commyng betwix for 
tny recomfort singular [i.^. thanking you for your intervention], 
certifBeng me also, yf ther be anything that lyeth in me here 
to doo to youre plesaunce as hym that ye shall fynde als well 
willing and as hertely doo hit to my powaire as that that touclieth 
myn owen personne trculy. And, brother, toucliing thanswer of 
youre letter, wol ye wit«, that my maisters, etc, presented my 
lordea letters unto my lorde of WarrewJk, with as goodely Ian- 
gage of lowly submission on my behalf, that I might be received to 
myn answer and excuses, as we cowthe devyae. Nathelea, yn con- 
chision, it wol no>t be, as yet, me to greet sorowe and hevyness, 
that never, at my witting, yave any cause or occasion of suche dia- 
pleeaunce unto his lordeshipp, but have doo [done] and wolde doo, 
God knowcth, to my saide Jorde of Warrewyk any servyce to my 
connyng and powaire, that him luste [that he may choose to] coni- 
maunde me with all myn hert, for to stande yn grace and fitvour of 
his goode lordeshipp, as I have ever desired. But, as I am lemed, 

' he Burmittelhe to me as for cause principal of hia offense and hevy 
lordeshipp to me wardes, Hke aa he doeth to my couain Wydvyle 
and to Lowis John, but principally to me, that I ahulde have be 

I the first fynder, chief sterer, and grettest causer that my lorde [i.e. 

■ llie Duke of Bedford] hadd thofEce of Capitaine of Caleys, as I have 
ccrtiflied youe or [ere] this, the which cause wcle considered, hit 
aemelh to many men here, that hit fittcth my lorde to supporte, 
socour, and remedy his poure servants here yn suche cas and seni- 
blable, bering maugree [ill-will] for hia service, yf they shut 
darre to doo his lordeshipp trew and proEBtable service in his 
absence, the whiuhe, withoute his special supportacion, can nojt be 
don, and eche day wers than other. Wherfor, brother, I pray yow 



40 



LETTERS DURING TOE BEIGNS OF 



right hertely, anJ aa inatantely as I can, mcvcth [to move] my lord* 
counssail there, to stcre him to teiidre the poure degree of all his 
Bcrvants here, and specially of me, amonges other, that at this tyme 
here [bear] inoost« maugre, the which, wlthouten socour of hia 
lordeshipp, may not doo hira sut;he aerricc as were thaire desire and 
dutec; and if like to my lordes grace to write any more in this ma- 
tere unto my lordo of Warrewyk for me, I pray you, brother, 
sendcth [send] me a cope of my lordes letters cIoEed in yourea for 
my more rcdy iustruccion, ffor my lorde of Warrewyk is Boo Bore 
meved ayenst me in this matcro, m I am plainely enformed that, 
onless than my lorde shewe me the better and more singular lorde- 
ship, men sayen hit hadde be muthe better for me to have surcesed 
of my service longe or this. And therfor, brother, as ye be that 
personne that I have singular triiste and alfcccion unto, amonges all 
the servants that longeth to my lorde, I beseche yow doo suche dili- 
gence anenet my lorde for renaedy of this maugree be youre gooilc 
discrccion, as I, with other his eeivants here, may stande in herls 
ese and seuretee for to doo liim service here, like as, amonge all 
cnhely desirs, is my special desire, and ever hope hath be to doo; and 
that I might have answer herof in alle goodely Kast. Also, brother, 
there as my lordes letters maketh mencion, that I shulde gouvern 
me as tenderly as I ean in preferring the payments due to my saide 
lorde of Warrewyk, God knowcth my will were to plese my lord 
of Warrewyk in that or in any other thing to me possible; but it is 
harde for me to preferro thos payments withoiiten importable [insup- 
portable] maugre on other parties. Considering that all thassignc- 
monts of Calcys wol nojt suffice yerely to paye my lorde and his 
aoudeours and the remenant of the Cappitaines of the Marches, that 
is to saye, my lord of Gloucestre and his souldeours of theire part, 
ond remblubly other eaptaines of theircs, so that the preferment of 
of my saide lordo of Warrewyk moste [must] of necessite ciinse my 
lorde and his souldeours to renne [nm] muche the more in dettc, 
the whiche I mooste charge. Mathelcs, yf my lorde wol, algatca, tbat 
it so be, I pray yow certify me therof, Mid i shal bo redy til obpyc 
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his commandeinent with right good wiUe, as my duWe requirelli, ya 
that, and in all other, to my powaire, while I leve, with Gods 
grace, that ever have yow in his hooly keping, and grante yow 
right goode lyf and longe. Also, brother, for as muche as me seroeth 
hit were expedient that my lorde see this letter, and redde hit, 1 
beseche yow, as I tiiiste yow entierly, that, yf you seme it be to dec, 
ye wol, at goode layjer, ehewe hit til his lordeahip, and clerely cer- 
tiffie me, by your nexle letter, what he wol say thertoo, and how he 
Uketh it. 



XVIII. (4.). 

A Letter from ■ — - ro Kicharu Bokeland. 

My right worshipfull maister, I recomraeude me unto yow as 

humbly and entierly, with ail myn herte, as that I can or best maye; 

I thanking yow, in as niuche as that in any wiae I suffice, of youre 

goodely letters that it hath liked youe to send me at this tyme; the 

I whiche I have received, unto my greet comforte. And, as touching 

I the hevynesae that my lorde of Wanewik hathe unto yow, my lorde 

j bath spoken unto hym thcrof, before this (as he hath tolde me); and 

praied him that he wold be [to] youe good lorde, at the reverence of 

him, and by conlcmplacion of his prayere; and remoeve hia saidc 

I hevyncsse from yowe. And nowe he wrtteth unto hym also right 

tenderly thereof, and, as that ye see that he doeth, ye may writen 

agenn (and it like youe) and I ghall enfourme my lord therof, that 

he may therupon write eftersoones unto him, yf that ncdc be. [And] 

«s unto [that] ye wolde be certiffied by my lorde, howe that he 

wolde that ye shuldc demcne yow in the payments that [ye] shall 

make unto my saide lorde of Warrewik, my lorde saith, that he wol 

that ye gouvem yow unto hym, in making of youre paid payments, 

in such wiae, as that ye owe to doo oi' right, and as thut goode feitli 

CAltD. (jOL-. r. 
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and conscience wolde, tendering him in asmuclie as that ye goodcly 
may. As anendeth the convention that shulde be betwix my lorde 
and the Due of Bretaigne, my lorde hath appointed hit to be at 
Rouen, the xx day of May nexte comyng; but wheder that the 
eaide Due wol agree him therunto or not, my lorde is not yet 
plainely certiffied alweys; and it [he] wolde, I shall doo as muche 
in youre mater as that lyeth in my powaire, with all the help 
that I may geete, truly and in good feith. And as unto tidinges 
of thees parties [parts], I have enfourmed the berer of thees of 
all suche as that we han here, and prayed him for to make yow 
reporte therof Hit were right nedefull and expedient that my 
lorde of Salisbury were here, for this same day my lorde hath 
tithinges from my lorde Talbot, that thenemys been assembled, and 
wol, within thes x dayes, leye siege unto Laval, or to sum other 
place. My Right WorshipfuU, etc. 



XIX. (5). 

A Letter from Richard Bokeland to Richard Wtdvile. 

Right worshipful Cousyn, etc. like it yow to wite, that my lorde 
<5f Bedford wrote late a letter to my lord of Warrewik, for to remeve 
his displesaunce anenst my personne, touching his discharge of [the] 
Capitaineship of Caleys, the which letter, whann hit was presented 
unto my said lorde of Warrewik, he saide, as I am enfourmed, that 
ye had be besy to excuse youreself unto his lordeship, and surmitted 
the defaulte hooly upon Lowys John and me; the whiche no3twith- 
Btanding, he hathe yow never the more excused, as it is saide. 
Saying also, more over, that other he hathe, or hathe seyn, a letter 
that the saide Lowis John and I shulde have writen to yow against 
his lordeship, yn that matier; the which I cannot suppos yn yow, 
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Couajm, treuly; ffor hit shulile be to nie to greet mervaile, yf it so 
were. For God knowcth that, yf a cas fcUe, that touched my wor- 
ship, or the contrarye, as muche as were possible, I durste right well 
disclose hit unto yow, as for traste of trouthe and secretness, as muche 
as to any pcrsonne lifiyng. And, treuly, I can not reraenibre me, 
that ever I wrote to yow any thing that shulde cause ray saide lorde 
ofWarrcwyk to be thug diaplesed towardea my personne; but iu 
writyng, worde, and dede [1 have] geven cause the contrary, at all 
tymes; ever desiring yow to be the mene, that I might stand under 
the favour of his goode lordeahip. Also, Cousyn, my lorde of Warre- 
wik is appointed to have the King in gouvernaunce; the manere 
and fourme I can not ccrtiffie yow. 



XX. 

A Lettee from E. B,, a Member of the Council of the 
Duke op Bedford, excusing himself from coming to 

PaBHAM on the ground of important BU31NE8B CON- 

CERSiNo*tnE Duke his Master. 

Tbkib personBges are named !□ ihii letter, the Dak« of Bedford, Regent of 
' France, Sir John Solvajne, and Fulthrop. Tlie Duke of Bedford was Regent 
of France from the death of Henry the Fiftli (U2-2) until hi» own deatL 
(1435), and Sir John Salvayne died in 1432. Therefore this letter was writ- 
ten lietwceD the year» 1422 and 1432. The writer, R. B., who woa a member 
of the Council of the Duke of Bedford, I conceive to haie been Richard Boke- 
Und, Treasurer of Calais, a strong adherent of that prince, and one of bis exe- 
cuton. I find that Robert the sixth Lord Willouglib)i d'Eresbj, a distin- 
gnbhed captain in the French wars, was at this time owner of Parboro in 
Suffolk, and he is twice mentioned bj Hall in connection and close asaociatioo 
with the Duke of Bedford and Sir John Salvayne,* I think, therefore, that it 
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may be assutnetl, that it was to him the letter was written. Parham in Suffolk was 
erected in 1 547 into a barony in favour of a descendant of Robert Lord W Uloughbjr 
d'Eresby, who took the title of Lord Wiliougbby of Parham. Parham was the 
family seat until the end of the 17th century, when the property was sold to 
John Currance or Corrance, esq. of Rendiesham, whose descendant is the pre- 
sent owner. A Sir John Fulthorpe is also mentioned by Hall • as having been 
with the Duke, Lord Willoughby, and Sir John Salvayne, at the siege of 
Lagny near Paris (1 1 H. VI.). Sir John Salvayne was the second son of Sir 
Gerard Salvayne of Herswell and North Duffield, county Durham, and he 
died 19th of January, 1432. The family of Salvin still flourishes in the county 
palatine of Durham. What the matters were affecting the Duke of Bedford 
and Sir John Salvayne, to which the letter refers, cannot now, it may be fairly 
presumed, be ascertained. 

My right worshipfull lorde and noble lorde, I recxxnmend me unto 
youre goode lordeshipp, with my trewe hert and service. And please 
yow to understande, that I have received your worshipfull letters, by 
the bringer hero£ By the which letters ye wol me to be with yow, 
at Parham, the xxii day of Cristenmasse, for a certaine matter 
touching Sir John Salvajm, as in youre said letters is more plainely 
expressed. Touching the which youre desire, like it youre Lordeshipp 
to wite, that my lorde of Bedford, Regent of the Reaume of Fraunce, 
hath late yeven in commandement by his letters to his counssail in 
this lande, and soo to me amongs other of his servanlf here, that we 
shulde mete to gederes atte London, upon ffiridaye nexte after the 
date of this letter, for certaines chargeable matiers conserving [con- 
cerning?] his high and noble astate. Atte which tyme I muste of 
verraye necessitee be ther present with other of my saide lorde is 
[his] coimssaile, after his commandement. And also hit standeth soo 
that Fulthrop, withouten whoom the saide matiers might not 
procede to an e£fectual conclusion, is not here present, soo that I 
may not fulfill youre entencion, as to be with yow at the saide xxij 
day, like as my desire were in that and in all other to obbey youie 
commandement. Wherfore I beseche youre goode lordeshippe to 

• Hall, p. 163. 
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have me excused as of my commyng to Parham at this tyme, con- 
sidering the forsaid causes. And that it like you, my lorde, for the 
greet truste that the said Sir John Salvayn hathe in youre goode 
lordeshipp^ that ye wol appointe suche of your counssail as yow 
liketh to be here atte the begjmnyng of this terme, with soufficeant 
powaire and instruccion, for to conclude the saide matiere, with 
Godd's grace. Atte which tyme I suppos Fulthrop wolbe here, 
and I truste to God that we shall soo demene us in that mater^ as 
youre lordeshipp shalbe plesed, as ferre as longeth to the partie of 
Sir John Salvayne, etc. R. B. 



XXI. 

A Letter from J. B. to the Officer holding the subsidy 

OF THE Wools (probably) at Calais. 

I judge this letter to have been written by John Duke of Bedford, Regent 
of France, and during the early part of the reign of Henry YI. I have no 
means of more accurately determining it-s date. 

Trusty and welbiloved, We greet you often tymes well. And 
for as much as Richard Bokeland, tresorer of Caleys, ys assigned to 
receive by youre handes, [out] of the remennj [remainder] of the 
subside of the wolles c"., for money which he lent to the Kinge : 
We wolle and praye yow, that ye see he be paied, and content of 
the seid some, in the haste that ye may goodly — receiving of hym a 
toale [tale ?] thereof, for youre discharge. And Gode have youe in 
his keping. Writen, etc. J. B. 
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A BoTAL Letter to the Mayor and Aldermen of London, 

RECOMMENDING A ClERK FOR THE NEXT AVOIDANCE OF 

THE Parish Church of St. Peter in Cornhill. 

Thx Chnrdli of St. Peter Comhill wis one of the most ancient in the citj of 
London, perhi^ in England. It wmt bamt in the Great lire in 1666, bat wat 
rdmih. The manor of Leaden-Hall, with the appurtenances, and the advow- 
soQ of St. Petei^s ComhiU, wat in 141 1 confirmed by Richard Whittington and 
others, citizens of London, to the Corporation of London, and thej have been 
patrons of the Chorch erer since. I haTcSiot fonnd anj incnmbent daring the 
reign of Henrj VL whose initials were T. B., nor have I any means of deter- 
mining the date of this letter. 

Trusty and welbdoved, We grete you wcl. And for as moch as 
we be enfourmed that the Paroish chirch of Saint Petre in Come- 
hull is like, withinneshorte tyme, to voide, wherof ye be patrons, as it 
18 said. We therfore, havyng consideracion unto the vertues and 
konnyng which be reported unto us to be and rest in the personne 
of o' welbeloyed Thomas B., whoom the paroisshiens of the said pa- 
roish have in greate tendrenease, for the good conversacion that he 
long tyme hathe beknowen amongst theym to be of, pray you 
afiectuously that, at reverence and contemplacion of us, ye wol have 
hym unto the said benefice, at such tyme as hit shal nezte voide, 
before all other especiall recommended. Wherinne ye shall do unto 
us, etc. 

To the Mair and Aldermen of London. 



XXIII. 
A Letter to the Abbot of Abingdon. 

Tbb vicarage of St. Aldate*t Oxford was formerly in the alternate prcauita 
tion of the AbboU of Abingdon and St Frideswidft*t Abbey, now Christ Cknich. 
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It afterwards came to the Crown, and was bestowed by Charles I. on Pembroke 
College, bj which college it baa been lately dold to Mr. Simeon's truBtees. 
There does not appear to be any retord of the presentation of Robert Mark- 
bun either at Christ Charch or at Lincoln, in which diocese Oxford formerly 



Bt the Kjnge. 

Thusty and welbelovyd in God, we greet yow wel, and late yow 
wjte, that we be enformed how the chirch of Saint Aides, withinne 
oure Universite of Oxon, beiDg of yo'' patronage, is voide or like 
hastcly to void, by the decease of ihincumbcnt of the same. Wher- 
fore we, considering the vertueAx cunnyng and goode zeal and dia- 
poeicion, that, as we be enformed, resten in the persoune of oure" 
welbeloved Maieter Robert Markham, desire and hertely praye you 
that, at the reverence of ua, ye wol have him unto the saidg chirche 
if it be voide, or at suche tyme as hit shall nexte void, especially 
recommended. Wherinne ye shall doo unto us good pleasure. 
Ycven, &c. the xxvi day of Feverer. 

Thabbot of A by n don. 



A Letter feom one of Ducal Rank, eespecting Jewels op 
HIS IN Pawn to Merchants at Bruges. 

I can only conjecture that the writer of this letter, who nas of ducal rank, and 
who bad lately lost his wife, may have been the Duke of Bedford, whose first 
wife Anne, sister to the Duke of Burgundy, died at Paris the 13th or 14lh 
November, 1432. He married again 20th April, 1433. The Duke was at this 
time Capt^D of Calais, and perhaps the letter was addressed to Kichard Hoke- 
land, who was still Treasurer of Calais. The pawning of jewels bj persons of 
high rank was very common in the ISth century. I can discover nothing 
respecting the Flemish merchants. Carles Giles and Johan Martyn. If I am 
right in my conjecture as to the writer of this letter, it would have been written 
between November 1432 and April 1433. 
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Right trusty and welbelovyd, We grete yow well; and for as 
mocbe as it hathe liked oure blessed Createure [Creator], now late to 
take oute of this worlde unto his pardurable blisse, as we truste, oure 
wif the Duchesse that was, whoos soule God assoille ; wherethorough 
we have greet nede to recovere oure Joialux, and hire beyng yet in 
Bruges, with and in the handes of Carles Giles and Johan Martyn, 
Marchaunts of lignes (?) and dwelling in Bruges for the some of 11™ 
ix^iiij. etc. of Flandres, or the value of thayme, as thei be worth in 
London. We pray yow hertly that, fore the quityng oute of oure 
said Joialux, ye wol, in all goodely haste, doo all youre goode devoir 
and possible diligence, taking all ouve said Joiaulx hooly into youre 
handes and warde, and keping theyme stille unto the tyme that ye 
be fully paied and content by us ayein of all youre goode, that ye 
shall paye for the said cause. Withoute that ye wol not faille herof 
in any wise, as oure truste is unto youe, and as ye desire oure 
goode lordshippe ; witting that ye may do us therin bothe worshipp 
and greet hertsease; and God, etc. Yeven under oure Signett, atte 
etc. the daye, etc. 



XXV. 

A Letter from Cardinal Beaufort to E. L. B. 

Of the four following letters I believe the first and the last (which seems to 
be only a fragment) to have been written by Henry Bishop of Winchester, 
commonly called Cardinal Beaufort, Cardinal of Winchester and Cardinal of 
England. His Roman title was Cardinal of St. Ensebtus. The first letter was 
addressed to £. L. B.; who wrote the second to the Cardinal, in reply to the 
first ; and the third, addressed by E. L. B. to the Duke of Bedford, was sent to 
the Cardinal to be delivered to the Duke, and was probably inclosed in the 
second. Who £. L. B. was I have no means of ascertaining ; but the tone of 
the Cardinal's letter to him and of his reply shews him, I think, to have been a 
personage of very high rank. The reader will note the curious present, the 
«* ampulle ** or phial, which £. L. B. sends to the Duke. The fragment which 
is all that remains of the fourth letter from the Cardinal to the Duke is an 
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ilMtance, m far as it goes, of that singular cominLxttire of busincas nnd piet;, 
whicli the churchiuon of the fifteenth centurj knew so well how to exhibit. 

The letters were certainly written soon after the '23rd Jtioe, 1433, when 
Richard Chichester, named in the lirat letter, was presented to his living,* 
and before the 14th September, 1435, when the Duke of Bedford died. I 
atrongtj suspect tlmt thej were written in July, 143d, just before Cardinnl 
Beaufort IcA England to attend the Congress of Arras. The JMt siege of 
Mont St. Michel by the English, where the Cardinal's ship "cleped 'The Mary 
of the Toure' " was taken by the Bretons, occurred in I42-5. In the Ashmolean 
MSS. No. 789, p. 164, is a frai^aent of a Latin letter, said in the Catalogue U> * 
be from Henry VI. to a certain prelate (juI pralnlam quendara) dated ISth 
February, 1437-S, promising the restoration of a ship of his taken at Mont St. 
Michel off the const of Britonny. Th6 prelate ivaa perhaps the Biahop of Win- 
chester. I have been unable to discover anything about the Moot Hall (eo 
luimine) at Calais, and the shops underneath it. 1 find, however, in certain 
Calais accounts of the year 1439, still extant at the Kecord Office, mention 
made of "oclo ihqpat in fia oceidenlali magne aule in fnro Calety Perhaps 
Thomas Christopher's shops, which the Cardinal promises to "see nnto," were 
amongst these. 

High and mighte, and my full noble Lorde, I recommend me 
unto yower good tordesliip, in as humble wise as 1 can, or may, in 
nny wise; desiring (as 1 am full moche beholden) to wite of the 
welfare and prosperities of youre high and noble estate, the whiche 
I besecte our Lorde alwaiea governe and preserve, after his pleasaunt 
woUe, and your owen noble desires. Sigaiffiing unto your sajd 
lordcahippe, tliat 1 have received your worshipfuU letters, by the 
which ye comaundc me, that I shulde see unto ccrtainea shoppes 
that youre Squier Thomas Xtoier hathe within the toune of Caleys; 
and to lete theym to ferme to his moste protfit, etc. — touching the 
whiche your eomaundcment , as well in that mater as in all othir_ 
that is possible to me to execute, 1 sh.ill, with Goild's grace, doo 
such diligence, as youre seid lordcshippe shalbe pleased, I hoope; 

' BiihDp Lw^j'a Regiiler. >ol. ii. to 79. I have to Ihank Mr. John Caraw at Eitlsr 
for his kindriFu in examining tha Biihoji's Regiiur, <> bich has enabled me to Jelennin* 
the dale oTlliMe letten. See »1ki Pole'a Daion, pp. 9M andSSt. 

■> ADoounts or Ro. Wliilvngham, Tr»iurer at Calais (17 H. VI). 
CAHD. SOC. H 



50 LETTERS DUBING THE REIGNS OF 

and, if ther be any thing, there or elles where, that ye wott of, yo"" 
lordeshippe comaunde me, youre servant, and [I] alweys shall 
be redy to obey youre noble comaimdements, to my powaire. Upon 
Friday nexte, I am purposed, with Godd's grace, to departe out of 
this toune towards Caleis, and, soone after mycomyng thither, other 
[either] to ride my self, or to send, unto my Lorde the Regent of 
France, to pursue for restitution of my shippe, that was late taken in 
the Kinges service ; beseeching youre good and gracious lordeshippe, 
that yow like to write unto my forseid Lorde youre letters of reco- 
mendation, for the better expedicion of my pursuite in that partie. 
Ferthermore, my Lorde, ther is a good frende of myne, oon Richard 
Chichestre, a clerc with my lorde the Bishop of Excestre, late pre- 
sent to a chirche called Litiltory,* within the dioces of Excestre ; 
and the seid clerke is institute and induct in corporal possession. 
The which chirche is within the taxe, as my maister Clerc of the 
Rolles certiffied you, by a bill under his seall. Like it unto youre 
seid lordeshippe, I beseche yow, my lorde, to graunt to the forseid 
Richard a ratification of the forseid chirche, for the fortiffication of 
his title, and possession in the same. High and myghte, and my 
fall noble Lorde, I beseche the Blessed Trinitee have yow ever in 
hb holy keping, and grante yow right goode Ijrf and longe. 

H. We. 



XXVI. 

A Letter from E. L. B. to Cardinal Beaufort. 

Right dere and welbelovd Cousin, We grete yow well ; Doyng youe 
to wite, that we have sent yow a letter, to be take unto my Lorde of 
Bedford ; whiche we praye yow to take hym, other elles [or else] 

• The name of the {Mmeh to the church of which Richard Chichester was presented is 
Little Torrington (Torrington Parva) Little Torrinton or Little Toryton. See Bishop 
Laoy's Reg. toI ii. fo. 79; Pole*8 Deiron, pp. 384, 524. 
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tlutye ordttiike that it be take to hym, after youre discvecion. Also 
we have sent yow an ampullc, which we praye yow to approve, in 
presence of my lorde foreaid, and take him, in oure name. No 
more; but Allmiglitic gode save yowc, and cnci-ea yow unto his 

E. L. B. 



. XXVII. 

A Lettbe fkom E. L. B. to John Duke of Bkdpobd. 

Unto the Right fligh, Worthie, Right Mightie, and noble Prince, 
my right douted Lorde the Due of Bedford, Regent of France. 

Right trustie and wclbeloved. We grete you well ofto tyraes. 
And for as muche as oure welbelovyd Squier, Thomas Cliristopher, 
hath, within the toune of Caleys, certaines ahoppes, undernclhe the 
Mootehall, whiche were wonte to ye!de hym x marcs of rent by 
yerej and it is now boo, that tliia three [years] passed, and moo, he 
had not therof but vii, nobles, as he saith; we praye yow hertely 
that, considered that the said Christopher may not goorlly be cute of 
our service, at this tyuie, ne entend [attend] to the better gover- 
I tiancc of his said rent; ye wol, at reverence of us, and throw con- 
Itemphicion of these our prayers, ordeine aoo for lettyng of the said 
r shoppes, as oure greet truste is unto yow, that they may be of as 
({reat avayle unto hym, yf it be possible — as we trust hit shall wele, 
thorowe youre good poUicie and governance — as they have he here 
to fore. And soo, in all wise, pourveying therfore, to his prouiEte, 
as ye wolde doo and they were youre owen. And, moreover, that ye 
woll receive of oon Thomas Hende, a servant of the staple, viii"., 
which is due unto oure seid Squier, by an obligacion (as he saith) 
by the seid Hende; whiche obligacion is in the keping of Jankyn 
Lonndey of Caleys, or of his wyf. And for as muche as the same 
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Loundcy bath had the governance of the seide shoppes all these iii. 
yere and more, jelding no more unto oure seid Squier bote, etc. 
hit were his entent that ye shulde take accomptes of the same 
Loundey , and receive of by m that ye fynde due ; and answere oure 
seid Squier thereo£ In which thing ye shall doo us right greet 
pleasure; and God have youe in bis keping, etc. Writen, etc. 



XXVIII. 

A Letter from Cardinal Beaufort to John Dure of 

Bedford. 

High and mightie Prince, my full noble and foil gracious Lorde, 
I recommend me unto your good and gracious lordeship, in the most 
lowly wise that I can or may, yn any wise. Desiiyng full entirely, 
as a trew servant owetb of duetee til his lorde, to wite of the wel- 
fiure and pro^perite of youre noble astate» the which I besechebertely 
Almighty god preserve and encres, in the best wise that other can 
be wished or desired. And, for as muche as it is knowen unto your 
lordeship, as 1 suppose, that, by auctoritee and command^moit of 
yow, my gracious lorde, a shippe of myne cleped The Maiy of the 
Toure, was arcsted to doo the King service and yow, atte the siege 
of Mont Saint Michel, and there abode truly in the Kyngs service, 
and was taken by ct>rtainc$ cnemys, Bretons^ unto right greet losse 
and harmyng of me yourc poxire nuui •••«•. 



XXIX^ 

TO TiiK Abhot of WfismiKSTsm. 
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Mt and Convent of Wostminxtcr and llie Abbot and Convent of Bermond- 
aey, who presented alternately. Queen M»rj, in 1554, gave it to Bonner 
Bishop of London, and to his successors, with whom it still remalni. This 
letter was written b; the King, between 1434 and 1444, nnd docs not appear 
to have been EuccesafuK The name of Thomas Gasuoigne is not to he found 
in the list of Rectore, tempore Hen. VI. published by Newcourt. Thomas 
Gascoigne was four times Chancellor of Oxford,' but on not one of thoac 
occasions was there a vncaney at St. Magnus, at which the Abbot of West- 
tninster could have presented. Tlie King hud been misinformed. Newcourt 
remarks, on the authority of Wood, of this Thomas Gascoigoc, that, although 
be was A man of great eminence and worth, he was never offered anj church 
preferment of any kind.' This seems, from this letter, not to have been lite- 
rally true. 

Trusty and welbeltived in God, We gi'ele, etc. And for asmocho 
as the paroissh chirch of St. Magnes (Magnus) in London is now 
voide by the decessc of the last incumbent of the same, and beying 
to yotire diBpoBicion, as hit is said, We, conaderynge the vertuea 
[and] greet conyng of our trusty and welbcloved chapeleyn, M. T. 
Gascoigne, Doctor in Theologie, and Chauncellorof ourUniversiteof 
Oxon, desire and praye you hertly that, at reverence of us, and 
namely for contemplacion of his meritcs, ye woll have hyra espe- 
cially recommended unto the said benefice, before all other ; wherinne 
ye shall worshipfully dispose the said chirch unto the pteasir of God, 
a^ we trust, and, over [beyond] that, do unto us right good plcasir. 
yeren, etc. 

To Thabbot of Westminster. ' 



• In 1434, 1442, 1443, *nd 1444, Antiq. Oxon. (Qatch] ii. pp. 4G, 4S, 49, and 60. 

'' Newc Rop. •ol. i. p. 625, nute d. Tbonus Oueuigne 1> saJd to hsvo been ■oma 
Una a cginminier of Oriel. He preKntad tookt [a thia and cither colleges at Oxford, but 
ohiefl; to UdcoId College. At Lincoln College is Ouooigna's Theotogioil Dietionarj, 
atiU remaining in manuK'ripI. a worb eontinoall^ quoted, and which appean to be 
raplele with inrorroUion reapecling the Engtiih ChuKh of the ISlli centot;. A volutne 
af the Barl. MSS. (No. 6949} ii full of eitncd from this work. 
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XXX. 

A Mandate from the King to the Lord Privt Seal, com- 

HANDINO HIM TO DIKECT LETTERS TO THE LORD ChAS- 

CELLOR OF England, that he issue a Conge d'Elirb to 
TUE Prior and Convent of the Monastery of Reading, 

ON THE death of ThOMAB llENLEr, THE LAST AbBOT 
THEREOF. 

TnoMAS IIbklei- nus abbot of Reuling from 1430 to 1 1th KoTSinber, lUS. 
The conge d'elire ig dated the 13tb November, 24 Hen. VI. (14«). The 
election of John Thorne look place 7th Jununrir, 1446. The Lord Chuieellor 
was John Stafford, Archbishop of Canterburjr. The Bishop of S&liiburj, who 
confirmed John Thorn ia hii post of Abbot, was William Asuough, afterward* 
murdered. All Berkshire was at tbis time within the diocese of Salisburj. 

Feb Eegem. 
Sincere DtLECTE, — Cum monasterium nostrum Radinge per 
mortem fratris Thome Ilcnley ultimi Abbatis ibidem ait paatoris Bolacio 
desti tutus, supplicaveruntquc perinde nobis bumiliter et deroto 
Prior et Conventua cjusdcm loci, ut eis alium in ipsorum et dicti 
monastcrii abbatem liccnciara elegendi concedere dignarcmur, sicuti 
per literas euas patcntea eigillatas, quaa vobis prescntibus mittimus 
interciuBas, pleniua potent apparere: Nob igitur, eorum supplicationi 
in ea parte &vorabiliter inclinati, licenciam ipaam duximua conce- 
dendura. Et idco vobis mandamus quod sub privato sigillo nostro 



Wau-BBLOTBD, — Whercns our morasterj of Reading bj the death of Bro- 
ther Thomas Ueolej, the last Abbot thereof, is deprived of the comfort of ■ 
pMtor, and the Prior anil Convent of the same place bare prajed ui bumbi)' 
■nd devontlj that we will deign to grant them leave to eleot another Abbot of 
their said monastery, as \iy their letters patent sealed, which we send incloaed 
within thrse presents, may more fully appear : We, therefore, being faTOurabiy 
inolined to their supplication in that behalf, have thought fit to grant them 
the said licence. Therefore wt command von that je cause to be made letters 
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literas super hoc nostraa Caucellario iioatro Anglie dirigendaB in 
forma debita fieri faciatU. Et preaentes litere nostre vobis eriint 
BufEtientes in warrantum. Dat, Bub aigneto nostro In palacio noutro 
Westm. xiii. die Noveoibris anno, etc. xxiiii'". 



XXXI. 

A Mandate from the King to the Lord Privy Seal, sig- 
nifying THE Royal Assent to the Election oe John 
TaoRN AB Abbot of Reading. 

Per Regem. 
Sincere Dilecte, — Vacante nupcr Monasterio Radingc per mor- 
tem fratris Tbome de Heolee ultimi AbbatiB ibidem : Prior et Con- 
veiitusdicti inonasterii,petita de nobis in ea parte, ut est moris.licencia 
pariter et obtcnta, fratrem Johanncm Thorn Sacre Theologie Bacalla- 
reum in eorum dicti monaHterii abbatcm per viam Spiritus Sancti 
coDCorditer et unanimiter elegenint, prout per literas corundem 
PrionB et Convcntus, quas vobis transmittimiis presentibiis interclusas, 
plenius poterit apparere. Nos igitur, dictam eleccionem merito ac- 

under our priv; «eal in thii mslter, tbe aatue to be directed to our Chancellor 
of England in due form, And these our present letters ahall be your sufficient 
trarrant. Given under our signer, in our Palace at Westminster, 13tb da; of 
November, in llie 24tb year of our reign. 



WiLLBELovBS, — Wheress our monaslerj of Radinge being lately vacant 
by the death of Brother Thomas de Henlee, the last Abbot there, the Prior 
and Convent of the said moDftstery, having besought ui in that bebalf, as is 
nsunl, to grunt our licence (vbich tbey obtained), have, with the assistance 
of tbe Holy Ghost, unanimously elected Brother John Thorn, S.T.B., to be 
abbot of their said roonulery, aa by tbe letters of the same Prior and Convent, 
nhicb we tend yon inclosed within these presenta, may more fully appear. 
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ceplantes, dicte clcccioni et electo regium nostrum aEScnpuin adhibe- 
mus cum favore. Et idco vobis maadsmus quod tit^ros super hoc nos- 
tras Cancellario noBtro Anglie dirigendas sub private sigillo nostro in 
forma debita et consucta fieri facialis; et hec litere nostre vobis erunt 
BufficientCB m warrantum. Datum sub aigneto nostro apud etc. 



Confirmation of John Thorn as Abbot of Reading. 
Peb Regeh. 
Sincere I^ilecte, — Sciatis quodReverendua inCbristo pater Wil- 
lielmus Sarum Episcopus, per suas patentes literas, quas vobis trans- 
mittimus presentibus interdusas, nobis nupcr intimavit qualiter ipse 
eleccionem fratris J. Thorn mouacbi in Abbatem monaster!! nostri 
Radinge, per mortem fratris Thoma; Hcnlee uhimi Abbittis ibidem de- 
funct! vacant is, clecti.adbibita juris solempnitatcconfirmari,aceidem 
manibua benedictionb impend! fecit, justicia id suadente. SuppU- 
cavitque perindc nobis idem Revercndus Pater ut pre&tum fnitrem 

Wherefore we, worthily ncceptiog tbe said election, do willingly give our rojal 
coneent to the said election and elected [flerk}. And therefore we command 
you, that ye cause to be mnde our letters !d that matter to our Chancellor of 
Englftnd to be directed, under our privy seal, in usual and nucustoined form ; 
and these our letters shall be unto you sufficient trarrant. Given under our 
'signet at, &c. 

WBI.^BK^«VGJ>, — Know ye that the Reverend Father in Christ William 
Bishop of Sarum, by his letters patent, which we transmit to you inclMad 
within these preacnls, bath lately iDformed us how he h«tli caused to be con- 
liroied the election of Brother J. Thorn, a miink, as Abbot of our Monastery 
of Radinge, vaeant by the death of brother Thomas Heiilue, the last abbot tber«, 
deceR«ed, wilb all tawful solemnity thereunto appertaining, and hath blessed him 
by tbe i>upo«ilion of hands, as was right and just. Tbe same reverend fntber 
hath besought us that we will deign to accept the aforesaid Brother J. chMcn, 
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J. electum confirm atutn et benedictum acceptare, sibique regium 
favorem nostrum impcndere, ac cetera jura temporalia ad prcdictmn 
monaateriiun nostrum gpectancia, juxta raorera et oonBUctudinem 
Regni Anglie, concedere dignarcmur. Nos igitur dictam eleccionem 
confirmatam et benetliccloncm ac fidelitatem cidcm duximus. 
Et idco Tobis maodamus, et cet. 



A Letter from Henky VI. to Thomas Beckington, Bishop 
OF Bath and Wei-ls. 

Tbohu Bbckikqtoh was conaecrsted Bishop of Bath and Welti ISth Octo- 
ber, 1443.« Jolin Forrest, Dean of WelU, died the 25th MarcL, I«e, and 
appears to bare been succeeded for a short time by John Delabtre, the Kind's 
Great Almoaer.'' the person nnmcd in the King's lett«r to Beekington. Some 
obscurity hangs over the election of Delabere to the deanery. Ha seema to 
have been opposed bj Nicholas Carent, who bad a majority of the Canons in 
his favour, and -wbo was cntifirmcd by Beckington. Nevertheless the claim 
of Delubere to the vacant dignity, wbi eh was supported bj the royal letter, 
and also by a popnl hull,' appears to have prevailed; but be vras never 
installed, and, on the ISth September, 1447, Delnbere became Bishop of St. 
David's.'' Subsequently he resigned bis see.* Goacoigne says Delabere was 
a very indifferent cbarocter. Nicholas Carent succeeded Delabere as Dean of 
Wells. I conceive this letter lo have been written 39th March, I44(!. 



Bt the Kinge. 
Reverend fader in God, &c. We grete jow often tymes wcl. 
Wc suppose that ye Iiave wel in remembrance bow tbat at divers 

confirmed and blessed (consecrated ?) and that We would think Gt to beatnw 
tin him oar royal favour, and to ^ant nil other temporal rights relating unto 
our said monastery, according to the usage and custom of the realm of England. 
Wc therefore, 8ic. 



• Fw*l Eccl. Ang. i. 141. Lifc of BBckington (NicolM), Ivi. * Full. i. 1S2. 

' Pbfllpsls SoDierwl, ii. Mi. 
CAMD. 80C. 
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tymes herbefore we desired and prayed yow hertly to be goode and 
fiivorable lorde unto oure trusty and welbelovyd clerk Maister J. 
Delabere, oure greet Aumsner [Almoner], whensoever the Deanry 
of Welles shulde voide; at which tymes ye were well willed and 
made ful promesse unto us to doo youre peyne and diligence to the 
performyng of oure desire, yf the cas shulde happen ; wherof we cun 
yow right good thanke. And, for as moche as the seid Deanry is 
now void, by the decesse of M. J. Forest, last incumbent of the 
same. We therefore write unto yowe at this tyme, and pray yow, as 
hertely as we can, that, in performyng of yo' said promesse, ye wolbe 
goode and special lorde, in this matier, unto oure saide clerke, and do 
all yo*" possible diligence to sollicite yo' brethren Chanons of Welles, 
to have hym specially recommended to the seid Deanry, in theire 
next elleccion; so tenderly and effectuelly acquiting yow herin, 
that we may verayly understand that, by oure good mediation, the 
saide mater may the rather come to a good conclusion, after then- 
tente of this oure special desire, as oure greet truste is in yow; and, 
over this, we wol that ye yeve credence unto the bringer herof, in 
that he shall secretely open unto yow by oure conmiandement, in 
this behalve. Yeven at Westm' the xxix day, &c. 

To the Bishop of Bath. 



XXXIV. 

A Letter to the Lord Sudeley, Lord High Treasurer. 

Sn Ralph Botblsb, Lord Sudeley, was Lord Treasurer from 1444 to 
1447.* James (not John) Grjsacre ceased to be Escheator for the counties of 
Herts and Essex in 1445 (24 Hen. VI.).** This letter was probably written in 
that year. The successor of Grjrsacre was Thomas Scargill ;« John Bourgh 
therefore, who was a Yeoman of the Crown/ was unsuccessful. 



• Pari. HUt. vol. i. •» Each. Ace. Ebmx and Hcita (Hen. VI.). 

« Ibid. * Acta P. C. ▼. 224. 
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R. TBU8TT, etc. We grete, etc. And for as mocli as John Cri- 
sacre, late Esclietour of the CounteeB of Essex and Hertford, la now 
passed to God ; We, consideiyng that o' welbeloved squier and menial 
servant John Eourgh is inherited iu both the shires, and can and 
may do unto us good service in the said occiipacion, aa hit is said, 
wol and praye you hertly that ye wol do your parte, asmoch as in 
you 19, that our said squier may be deputed to be, at this time, our 
Eschetour in the said counties before all other, shewing hcrmne 
your binevolence UQto hym, as we may have cause to thank you for 
his Bake. Ycvcn, etc. 

To the Lordc Seudeley, Tresorcr of England. 



XXXV. 

A Mandate to the Lord Cuancellor, respecting the 
Election of William Eabyngton, D.D., as Abbot of 
THE Monastery of St. Edmundsbury, on the Death 
OF William Cdrtets. 

WUJ.IAM CoBTEH wnB abbol of St. Edmundsbury from 1429 to bis death in 
1446, when he was succeeded hj William Bubyngtou. During the abbacj of 
Wllliiuii Curleja King Heury VL paid a long visit to the moaastery.* The 
Lord Chancellor was John Stafford, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Per Eegem. 
Betebendissihe in Cbristo pater, nobis confise ct sincere 
dilecte, — Vacante nuper monasterio nostro Saneti Edmundi de Bury 
ordinis Sancti Benedicti, Norwiccnsis dioc., per mortem fratris Willi 

Bt ths Kjifo. 

Most Reverend Father in Christ, oor trustj and wellbeloved, — Our monast«rj 

of St. Edmundsbury, of tbe order of St. Benedict, in the diocese of Norwich, 

being lately vacant by the death of brother William Curteys, the last Abbot 

■ Dugd. Mod. iiL 113, 114, IIS. 
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Curteys ultimi Abbatis ibidem. Prior et Capitulas dicti loci, petita de 
nobis in ea parte ut est moris'Iicencia pariter et obtenta, venerabilem 
et religioeum virum fratrem Wiffm Babyngton decretorum Doctorem 
in ipsorum et dicti monasterii noetri Abbatem, unanimi voluntate et 
consensu, uno spiritu et una voce, concorditer elegerunt, prout per 
literas eorundem Prioris et Conventus, quas vobis transmittimus pre- 
sentibus interclusas, plenius poterit apparere. Nos igitur dictam 
eleccionem merito acceptantes, dicte eleccioni et electo Begium nos- 
trum assensum pariter et consensum adhibemus omni favore. Et 
ideo mandamus quod literas super hoc nostras sub magno sigillo 
nostro, in custodia vestra existente, in forma debita et consuetudine 
fieri faciatis. Et hec litere nostre, etc. 



XXXVI. 

Two Mandates to the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, for a Conge d'Eljbe to issue to the Prior 
AND Convent of Walden, on the Death of John 

HORKESLET, THE LAST AbBOT THEREOF; AND FOR THE 

Confirmation of the new Abbot, Bichard Wileset. 

Thb Benedictine Abbej of Walden in Essex, dedicated to St. Marj and St. 
James, was founded ad. 1186 hj Geoffrey de Manderille first Earl of Emex 



there, the Prior and Chapter of the said place, haying petitioned ns in that be- 
half, as is customary, for leare (which they hare obtained), likewise hare 
unanimouslj, and with one consent, mind, and voice, elected that Tcnerable 
and religious man, brother William Babington, doctor of decrees, as their Abbot 
and of our said monastery, as bj the letters of the same Prior and Convent, 
which we transmit jou inclosed within these presents, will more fully appear ; 
We, therefore, accepting with all good will the said election, do give to the 
same, and to the elected [abbot], our royal asisent and consent And therefore 
we conmiand you that you cause to be made our letters in this behalf under our 
great seal remaining in your custody in the usual and customary form. And 
these our letters, etc. 
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of that tunilj.* GeoRrej endowed it witU muiy poBseasions, amongBi others 
with ihe llcrmltnge of Hndte; (heremilngiim de Hadeieya), in the county of 
MidilleBfii, wilh appurlenances and common of pasture for cattle in his park, 
where that hermitage Blood (in parco mea in ijao heremitagium iliiid tihtm 
e«).' Walden formed part of the inheritance of the Bohans ; and, on the 
partition between Henry the Fifth and Anne Plantagenet, Lady Bourghier, 
which took place in 1421, Walden fell to the King, and was incorporated with 
the Duchy of LancoElcr/ Ucnce tt ia that this mandate ie addressed to the 
Chaocellor of the Duchy. 

Oq the resignation of Thomas Bennington, 17th Abbot of Walden, on the 
I3th December, 1438, John Ilorkesley was instituted by Robert Gilbert, 
fiiehop of London.* The date of the death of Abbot HorkcEley appears not 
to be known: but, as the mandate next following that event for the inetitution 
of Richard Wilesey, his successor, is addressed to Robert Bishop of London, 
who died in 1448,° the death of Ilorkesley must have occurred either pre- 
■vionsly to or in that year. The Chancellor of the Duchy, to whom both man- 
date! were addressed, was either Walter Sherington or William Treshnm.' 
Audley End is built upon the Bite of Walden Abbey. The second mandate is 
•aid to be " given under our signet of the eagle " This ii the only occasion 
on which I have met with any reference to " the eagle " amongat these 

Feb Regejl 
Sincere Dilecte, — CummonaBterium dc Walden, ordinis Sancti 
BcuedJcti, London, dioc, per mortem fiatris JoLannis Ilorkesley 
iiltimi Abbatis ejusdein, eit pastoris eolacio dcEtitutum, eupplica- 



6r TBI EiKS. 
n'au. BBiovBD, — Inasmuch as the Monastery of Walden, of the order of 
St. Benedict, within the diocese of London, by the death of brother John 
Ilorkesley, the last Abbot thereof, hath been deprived of the comfort ofu 
pastor, and the Prior and Convent of the flame place buve petitioned us by 
their letters patent, inclosed within these presents, that we might be pleased to 

• Monuit, vol. ii. p. 5<8. * Dugd. Mon. W, 183, H8. ' Monint. »ol. ii. p. fi*7. 
' 8tBr>n*'> HiaL of Abl>E7i, Tol. i. [>. 2^6. Dugd. Hod. ir. 135. Ncwcourt, •ul, ii. d23. 

• raali Ecol. Angi, vol. il. p. 299. ' B»ine«'i Lucailiire, toI. i. p. 183. 

t Atta Ihe "lul of the englo," >e« a note of Sir B. Nicolas in the Inilex lo " Bocli- 
iDglon'i Journ*) of ID Emliutj to tlic Count of Armagnno," pp. 1 13 and 12;), and the 



■uthoritiea there r 



ferred lo 
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verunt nobis Prior et Conventus ejusdem loci, per literas suas patentes, 
presentibus interclusas, quatenus alium ipsorum, [et] dicti monas- 
terii, Abbatem licenciam elegendi eis concedere dignaremur; Nos, 
eorum supplicationi favorabiliter inclinati, dictam licenciam duximus 
concedendam ; et ideo vobis mandamus quod banc super hoc, sub 
sigillo hostro ducatAs nostri Lancastrie, in forma debita, fieri &- 
ciatis. Et presentes litere nostre vobis erunt sufficientes in war- 
rantum. Dat. etc 

Per Begem. 

Sincere Dilecte, — Cum, nuper vacantemonasterio Sancti Jacobi 
de Walden, London, dioc., per mortem firatris Johannis Horkysley, 
ultimi Abbatis ejusdem, petitaque a nobis per eos prout decuit licencia 
eiset eidem monasterio alium elegendi in Abbatem et per nos concessa, 
religiosum virum fratrem Bicardum Wilesey priorem monasterii sui 
predicti in suum et dicti monasterii sui Abbatem concorditer elege- 
runt et pastorem, ac eimdem firatrem Bicardum suum, ut premit- 
titur, electum nobis per Willimum Barnwell suum confiratrem et 
comonachum procuratorem suum sufficienter et libere per eos in 



grant them licence to elect another as their Abbot of the tame monasteiy; We, 
being fayourabljr inclined to their supplication, held that the said licence 
ought to be granted ; and therefore we command you that hereupon je cause 
the same to be made out under the seal of our Duchy of Lancaster in due 
fonn« And for this, these our present letters shall be jour sufficient warrant. 
Giren, &c. 

Bt thb KmQ, 

Well bklotsd,— The Monastery of St. James of Walden, in the diocese of 
London, being lately vacant by the death of brother John Horkysley, the last 
Abbot thereof, and they (t.«. the monastery) having duly besought us to grant 
unto them our licence to elect another Abbot for the same monastery, and 
it having been conceded by us, they have with one accord elected the 
religious man brother Richard Wilesey, the prior of the same monastery, 
to be the Abbot and pastor of the said monastery, and they have presented 
to us the same brother Richard* elected as aforesaid, by William Bam- 
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t' ConBtitatum prcsentavcrunt ; proiit per has suns pat^ntes, quas 
Bluittiinus hiis interclusaa, plenius potent apparere; Nos, per- 
1 dicti electi recommendatam habentes, et predit-te eleccioni 
sue noatrum conscnsum rcgiiim liberalitcr impcndentcs, vobis man- 
damus quod, sub sigillo nostro Ducatus nostri Lancastrle in veatra 
custodia existentc, literas nostraa pro confirmacione ejusdem Reve- 
rendo in Christo patri Roberto Dei gratia London. Episcopo eorurn 
ordinario in debita forma fieri faciatia. Et prescntes Utene nostre 
Tobis erunt suiEcientes In warrantum. Dat. sub nostro aglesigneto. 
Cancellario nostro Ducat, nostri Laucast. 



XXXVII. 
A Letter from the King to James Lord Berkeley, 

Tan I<!tt(!r Is addressed to James Lord Berkeley, nephew nnd heir to Tlio- 
1RU I3lb Boron Berkeley,* who died \a 141G, leaving an only daughter and 
heir Elizabeth, who married Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. As next 
heir male to the last Baron, James Lord Berkeley claimed Berkeley Castle, 
but was Uispoaacsaed by the Earl of Warwick and his wife, who, although Lord 
James was found to be the rightful inheritor, still kept posseasioD of the castle 
agunst him, Dor did thej give it up until commanded to do so by King Uenrjr 
the Fifth,' After the death of the King, Lord Warwick again laid siege to 
Berkeley Caatle, and, although, by the interposition of tlie Bishop of \Vorces- 
t«r and sundry gentlemen of the county, lie raised the siege, man; lives were 

well, his brother and fellow monk, his proxy Buffioienlly and freely con- 
sliluted in that behalf, as by these their letters patent, which we send you 
incloted, may more fully appear; We, having the person of the said elec[«i 
person recommended unio us, and freely giving our royal consent to his said 
election, command you that, under oar seal of our Duchj of Lancaet«r remain- 
ing in your custody, ye cause to be made our lellera lor the confirmation of 
ihe same to the Reverend Father in Christ Roberi by the grace of God Bishop 
of London, their ordinary, in due form. And these our present letters shall be 
unto jou BufScient warrant. Given under our signet of the eagle. 
To our Chancellor of our Duchy of Lancaetcr. 



■ TwclAh B^mn b; lenuro.fl 
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loat. Through the intervention of Ilumphrej Duke of Gloucester mitlen 
were arranged, and Jamet BaroD Berkeley was summoned to Parliament, and 
continued to be summoned until 1 Edw. IV. 146I. Bis life appears to baTebeen 
Terj for from a quiet one, and ho was lurolved in contlnnal suits, coiitantions, 
and quarrels with the three daughteri of tbe Earl of Warwick. Of these 
Margaret, the eldest, wife of John Talbot, tbe great Earl of Sbrewsburj', wdb 
tbe moat violent. She surprised Berkeley Castle, carried oS Lord Jiimei and 
hii four sons to Bristol, where she kept them in prison for eleven weeks until 
thej bound themselves to psj 12,280/. Notwithstanding these and other 
exactions, Lord James was not righted. His wife was imprisoned by Lord 
Shrewsbury at Gloucester until her death in 1453, and two of bis sons were 
forcibly sent abroad, where one (James) died in battle, and the other (Tho- 
mas) was token prisoner. Lady Shrewsbury was able to keep Lord Jonies for 
two years out of Berkeley Cnstle " and out of tbe lands and lordships thereto 
belonging, in the meantime making great spoil and yttiale upon them." The 
whole story is detailed in Dugdale's Baronage (vol. i, pp. 361-363), and I have 
abridged it, in order to give the reader an idea of the stale of society in Eng- 
land in the Iflth century. Lord Warwick died in 1439, Lord Shrewsbury in 
14S3. 1 cannot affix a date to the letter; but, powerful as both these noble- 
men were at tlic court of Henry VI. it is not too much to suppose that it may 
have been obtained by one of them as a further means of inflicting injury on 
Lord Berkeley. This nobleman, who, though much sinned against, was not 
wholly sinless,' died in November 1463, and is buried under a tomb of alabas- 
ter in a chapel on the south aide of the high attar in the parish cburob at 
Berkeley, which chapel be built. (Dugd. Bar. i. 364.) 

By the Kinge. 

Right trusty nnd welbelovyd, — Wu late yow wite that, unto oure 

greet displesir, we have late understande of the greet altemplats that 

certain yo' Bcrvanta, and Buche other as be drawyng unto yow, have 

Ute niailc, and cesae not yet toinakc, ashitissaide; which, if they be 

• 8ee Acti of Priyj Council, lol. ii. p. 288, 

' On being Mrted with ■ (ub|icena to sppau in Chancer;, lia not onlj beat ons David 
Woodboma, the proc*w-MrTcr, ' but irill h* »i*U h* in/aretd At taiit Darid te tat lAl 
lutpara, mu a*d pa«*in«ii(.'— S«ytA<'i Lirei nf iKi RtrtrUft, in Fothmko'i Oerksif j 
HS3. p. 152. It would have beao more tolerable perhaps if this noblenuiD had acted sa 
aiiutber conlemnor ot the Court of Chsneery. one Hcarj Parramore, did, alwut 160 f*an 
later, tl is racorded ot bim that bs compellnd aae P;en TtiamM to eat the labtl of a 
writ, and ' Ain ttMfor drinirfoT kiai,»kirk X( tavrtdhim lo if nntf , WU truant of hrtti . 
in llu fsmt.' See Alcr/milu i. Hal!, SG Maj. 1G9S. Rrg, Lib. D. 1597. h. 329. 
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not hastily seen unto and remedied, been likely to turae to greet 
inconvenients and manslaughter, that God defende ; wherfore we, cou- 
sideringe the premissea, charge yow straitly upon your Uegeance that 
ye commande yourc servautB, and suche other as bo drawyng unto 
yow, to cesse, and that ye see also that no thing be attempted, which 
might lume to the breche of oure paix, as ye wol answers unto us, 
at yo' peril. And furthermore we charge yow that, immediate after 
the receyving of these oure letters, ye coinrae unto oure presence, as 
ye wol eschcwe our displeair. Yeven at Wcstm', the laste day of 
Fever', etc, 

To the I-ordo Perkvley.' 



-i.iy UeH 



" To mj right wnnliipTuI und rfTerciid Lotil nnd Huitbinil be ihew delivereil. 

"KioHT woasuiPfvi. tvo kbtkbehd Lord xnd IIusbihd, 

" I reoommcnd me to you, wilh mII my wbolo hart, desiring ilwajee to hear of your 

od welfare, the wliioli God niAyntayne uid eDcreaje ever lo yoar vonliip; and It pleoAe 

jtni to hear how I bre, Sir. kjubII and niiull. Thamu, Roger, and Jacket have uhed 

tiattjalyeKe of mee. for their inleat wu lo Lringe me into Ilie Tawrei bal, I trnit in 

lo-mamxre they nhkll go in bayle unto the next term, and (ue (a jjne home, and then 

me agajne; and, Sur, I truat to Ood and jou will nut treat wiili thom, but keep 

■ yonr own in the moil manljett wjie; jei' ahali have the land for oiiei. and 

I warn of Venablea, of Alderl]'. of Thumaa Mull, and all your falie oouniiull. Keep 

II jrour place, Tbe EUrl ot Sbroetbury lyeth right nigh bj 70U, and ihi^icith all the 
R lljrle* tlml lie eao to dialreue jou and >oun, Tor be will Dot meddle with jou openlj no 

r wise, but to be witli grpal faUdome. that be can bringe about to beguile jou, or ebo 
rfc« cauaelb thai jte have (0 Tewe peopull about jau; then will lie let on jou; tor he eajstb 
I will never come 10 the King agajmo till he have done 70U an ill turne. Sur, <|aur 

matter «p«edelh, atid right well, aavo my cottetb great good. For Ibe ruverenca 

of Ood, wnd money, or else I inu«t by mj hone to pledge, and come home oh my fete. 
Keep well all about you till 1 come home, and Irete not without mee, and then all lliing>i 
■ball be well, with the grace ot Almighty Qod, who bave you in hia keeping. Written at 
L«ndaii, the Wedneaday next afore Wbitninday. 

" Your Wife the Udy at fierkeley." 
I (FiMliroke. Berkeley ManUBCripU, p. IsS.) 
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XXXVIII. 
A Letter from King Henry VI. to his Agent at Eome, 

RESPECTING WiLLIAM WeSTKARRE, DoCTOR OF ThEOLOGY. 

William Wsstkabbb, D.D. and Canon regular of St. Mar/s Oxford, was 
* commissary or deputy of the Chancellor in 1442, 1443, 1444, and 1445. In 
the last year he was senior resident Theologus and Cancellarius Natus,* and 
in that capacity exercised all the jurisdiction of the Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity during a vacancy of that officcb If, as is most likely, the King*s letters 
to the Pope, and to his agent at Rome, were written at this period, the Pope 
would be Eugenius the Fourth, who was Pope from 1431 to 1447, and the 
agent either Vincent Clement, the friend of Bishop Beckington, and also of 
Bishop Pecocke,c or Richard Chester, one of the King*s Chaplains, both ot 
whom were dispatched to Rome about this time. The term ** in Court ** (in 
Curi&) meant, in the language of the day, ** in Curift Roman&,** or simply ^ at 
Rome. " 

By the King. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we grete you well; lating you wite, that 
we write our lettxes unto our holy fader, at this tyme, for our trusty, 
etc. Maister William Westkerr [Wcstkarre] Doctour of Theologie, 
as by tlie copy of the same oure lettres, which we sende unto you 
here enclosed, ye may understande the mater more at large. Wher- 
fore we wol and praye you, in as moch as we greetly tendre the same 
mater, that ye, taking with you such of oure subgietts, being in Court, 
ns shalbe thought unto you behovefuU^ in that partie, presente the 
same our lettres unto his Holinesse, and doyng firther yo^good dili- 
gence and labour, unto thefFectuell conclusion of our desire, com- 
prised in the same. As our singler trust is in you. Yeven, etc. 



• Antiq. Oxon. (Qutch) It. App. (FmU) 48, 49, 60; and Fatti Eccl«s. Anglic vol. iiL 
p, 471. 

b Antiq. Oxon. (Gutch) iv. App. 3. « Lew»*i Life of Poooeko, p. 14. 

* DiOiop B«ckington^i UtUn, Ma in BibU LamK ftnUot 49, 62, 68, 78, 82, and 97. 
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A Letter fboh the Kino to the Ladt Stbange. 

I cancBivi that the iady, to wbom thii letter wsa addreated, may have been 
Elizabeth, relict of Richard Baron le Strange or Strange of Knockjti or Cno- 
ijn, in Shropshire. Baron le Strange married, as his second nifc, Elizabeth 
daughter of Reginald Lord Cohham of Stcrhorough, and died 9th August, 
1449 (37 Ren. YI.), leaving his widow and an infant eon.* Supposing this to 
have been the lodj, 1 have no means of ascertaining the circum stances nnder 
which the letter was written. 

Br the Kinge. 

BiQHT dere and welbelovcd, wc grete yon well. And late you 

wytt that we Lave understand by tlie repute of our welbelovcd ser- 

I vant SteTyn, Knigbt of our CUainber, whom we late sende unto you 

■ with oure leltres, how ye have not fully executed our desyre con- 

teyned ia the same lettres; wherof we marvaill gretly, coneideryng 

our aaid wrytyng, and that we have often writen unto you, in sem- 

blable caaa, fore this tyme. For which cause, and that ye sliulde 

closely underatande, that our said writyng was of our singler desyre ; 

we write eflaoncs unto you, desyryng and hertely prayynge you that, 

withoute firth et delay, yo put our said deayre in eflectuell execution; 

I latyng you witte that, for the hasty expedicion therof, the brynger of 

I thiea ahall delyver unto you letters of protection, in suche cas accus- 

rtumed to be made; and, in thaccomplisseing of this our entent, ye 

shall deserve of us right good thant, and have us the rather enclined 

to shew unto yow the fevor of o' good grace, in tyme to come. 

Yeven, etc. 

To the Lady Strange. 
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XL. 

A Letter froai the King to the Earl of Northumber- 
land. 

This not whoUj impartial letter was addressed to Henry Percy, second 
Earl of Northumberland, grandson and heir to Henry the first Earl, who was 
killed at Bramham Moor, "2nd of the Calends of March," 8 Hen. IV. (1406-7), 
and son of Henry Percy, the famous Hotspur, who was slain at Shrewsbury, in 
July 1403. In 1455 he was killed at the first battle of St. Alban*8 fighting on 
the Lancastrian side, and was buried in the abbey.' 

By the Einge. 
Right trusty and welbdovyd Cousyn, we greet yow well; and late 
yow wit«, that it is doon us to understand, how that all matier of 
variance hanging betwix oure welbelovyd Thomas Ilderton, Squier, 
on the oon partie, and William Bertram, Squier, on the other partie, 
be compromised untoyoure arbitrement, by the full wille and assent 
of theym bothe. And, for asmoche as we desire, for thease and 
welfare especially of the said Thomas, that the saide matier shulde 
not passe yo^ handes xmdetermined ; we pray yow hertely , that ye 
duely examine and imderstand the trouth in that partie, and ther- 
upon, after god and goode conscience, sette a final ende iiv the same; 
shewing therin, at reverence of us and contcmplacion of this oure 
writing, unto the saide T. al thease and favor that ye goodly maye, 
as fer as right and goode conscience wol; wherinne ye shall doo 
unto us right good pleasir. 

To thcrl of Northumberland. 



XLI, 

A Letter to the Lord Zouche. 

WiLUAM, fourth Lord Zouch« of Haringworth, in the county of Kortharop« 
ton, dicii 3rd Kovoml^er, \4\5 (3 Hen. V.), learing a son, William fifth Jxad 

• Ihiftl. Bar. i. 281«. 
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Zoui'he, his 9on uiiJ heir, aged thirteen yeara. He died 8tli Janunry, HU9 
(8 Edw- IV), posseBsed of miiity manors in difTerent parts of England, of which 
eight were in the county of Northmnplon.' 

By THE Ktnge. 

Right trusty, etc. Laltyug you wytt that we be enfourmcd 
that oon of yo' aervanta called Nicholas B., with other his BcrvantB 
and adherents, hath, in riotause wyse, assaulted our liegeman and 
tenant T. W. of the Countee of Northt", and grevously hurt 
hym, and mayiiied oon of his servante called N., and maymeth 
theym daily, ayenst our lawes and paix in our said Countee. And, 
for aamoch as yo be o' Justice of our paix in o' said Countie, to 
Vp'hoom hit perteyneth to refourme all such mysgovemance and riotts, 
and especially in such personnes as be to you wards ; Wc therfore 
wrileuntoyou, at thiatyme, praying you, and also charging you, that, 
attending to youre deut« in this behalf, ye sec and ordeyne thai the 
said B. and his servants feepe surely oure paix ayenst the said T. 
and his servants, from hensforth, and, for their moe surete, ye do the 
said B. and his servants to he bounden to us, under suertie conve- 
nable, to kepe ourc paix, ayenst oure people, and specially ayenst the 
said T. And that ye faill nott herof, as we trust yow. Yeven, etc. 

To the lordc Zouch, 



XLII. 

A Letter prom the Kjnq to - 



Sis Wiujam Ou>h«i.i. woe a valiant soldier, whu had distinguished himself 
in France, and be was a partisan of llie House of York. I think it very pro- 
bable that he was Chamberlain to the Duke of York. If this was so, the letter 
would be addressed to Richard Duke of York while be was Regent of France, 
and would be dated somewhere about 18 Hen. VI. 1440.'> 

• Dngd. Bar. vol. I. p. 082. Inq. p. mortein T B.lw. IV. n. CS. 

* Dagd. Bar. vol. ii. p. 1GB; and MS Hem^r of Sir W. OldhaJI, Aicticol. xiirii. 
p.83S. 



70 letters during the reions op hen. v. and hen. vi. 

By the Kino. 

Right trusty and Eight entierly welbdoved Cousyn, we grete 
you hertly well. And, for as moch as we, by oure letters, have espe- 
cially desired our trusty and welbeloved knyght Sir William Old- 
halle, your Chamberlayn, to comme in hasty wise unto oure presence, 
to thententthat, in the treete that is now at hand to be made betwix 
us and o' unde of France, he, being here with us, may advyse us 
and oure Gounseill, in such things as shalbe occurrent and touche 
our Reaume of France, and Duchie of Normandie ; as he that of 
reason shulde have moost perfite knowlege in the same, considering 
his longe abode with you there, and of yo' Counseil ; We pray you that, 
for o' wele, ye spare his service for a tyme, sending hym. unto us in 
all haste that ye goodly may. And that ye fiiil not herinne, as ye 
wol do us pleasir. Yeven under o' Signet, etc. at W. the xxx. etc. 



LETTEKS OF BISHOP BECKINGTON. 



Tub nritcr of the following letters and Tragments of letters, seventeen in 
number, was untjuestionabi]' Thomas fiectiogtoD, one of the most ramouB 
EngliBb churchtncD of the Ifith century, at this time Secretary to King Henry 
the Sixth, and sulisec|uently Bishop of Bath and Wellg. They were written, 
for the most part, in the aummer of 1442, when Beckington wae on the eve of 
embarking for Bordeaux, with Sir Kobert Koos, oa a mJBsioa to •Tohn the 
Fourth, Count of Armagnac, to negotiste b marriage between the King and a 
daui^hter of the Count. A very interesting Journal of thie embassy, by one of 
Beckington'a suite, has been published by Sir Harris Nieolas, from a Latin 
iniuiuscript in the Aahmolean Museum.' The journal enables nie to correct 
tlie dates of some of the letters, and the letters are an addition to, and ampli- 
fication of, the earlier part of the journal- They throw light, moreover, on the 
state of mind in which Beckington proceeded on his embassy, and ihoir bow 
little expectation he had of a farourable issue. They are curious alio, u 
giving a glimpse of the mental characteristics of the writer. 

Letters 1 and 3, and perhaps 8, and the skeleton letter 17, were addressed to 
WiDiam dela Poleat that time Eari (subsequently Duke) of Suffolk. The Dukeof 
Suffolk was accused by the Commons in l'ldO(in(?ra/ta) of having given private 
information to the King of France of this very embassy to Gulcnne, thus pre 
venting a match to which he is said to have been opposed. His banishment 
and murder at sea arc well known to all readers of English history.'' 



a, T30. This is ■ 



• Aikm. MSS. 1 
in Iha Ifitb centurj. It furmerly bi 
bom ICieiolSSS. 



le of which w. 



:u Charles Boutbe.wha wu biibop ot llererord 
11 the office gf his registrar, thore la remun "abaque 

banda or Elias Ashmole, who liequeUhed it with manj other USS, to Oifurd, does Dot 
appear. Berkingtan's RagiiCnim Privatum begins al (o. 147, and ends At tu. 3G9. It is 
chiefly taken up with the jminul n( the eiubucj to Ouieunc, but it also contains Iptlars to 
and rrom divcn ponoaages of rank, intermtngled with common business forma. It hu, 
in truth, much tlie appearance of a precedent or common-place book. Most of tlie tetters, 
bat not all ot thcni,ara in Latin. I am informed by wj friend M. Fianciique Michol 
that the part of the journal relating to Bordeaux wis translated into French by H. 
Gustave Brunet, and pubtisbed among the Actes de I'Aoadfmie {tojalc of that town. 

" There is a soniBwIiat long but iulereating account of William de U Pols Dake of 
Suflblk, and of lila hmil;, which wag originally from Kingston -on- Hull, in Dugdilo** 
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Letter 1 seems to have been written from Sutton Courtenaj, a village in 
Berkshire, not far from Abingdon, on the south bank of the Thames, of which 
place Beckington was rector.* It was written, the 9th June, 1442, which was 
the day Beckington left Sutton for Great Bedwin> lUeslej (probably East 
Ilslej) lies south of Sutton, towards Donnington in Berkshire. Donnington 
and Ewelm (the latter in Oxfordshire) both belonged to Lord Suffolk, in right 
of his wife. Langlej is a hamlet of the parish of Hampstead Norris, Berk- 
shire, not far from East Ilslej, on the direct road from Donnington to Ewelm. 
J. B. seems to have been, either a friend of, or an attendant on. Lord Suffolk, 
with whom Beckington met on the9thof June« as he was riding in the direction 
of Donnington.* The language of this letter is profoundly humble, and the 
piefyt with which it closes, would be more edifying, if there were not strong in- 
dications, in the correspondence, of the writer having an assortment of pious 
phrases, to be used, with variations, as occasion might require. Letter 2 was 
written to John Noreys, from Great Bedwin, in Wilts, the 12th June, 1442,^ on 
which day Beckington left Bedwin for Devizes.* John Noreys held the posts 
of esquire of the body to the King, first usher of the Chamber, master of the 
Wardrobe, and sheriff* of the counties of Oxford and Berks in 36 Hen. VI. 
(1458). He resided at Yattenden in Berkshire, where, in 1447, he built the 
manor-house. He is also said to have built that very picturesque old manor- 
house, now a farm-house, called Ockwells or Ockholt, near Bray. He died at 
Tattenden 1st September, 1466 (6 Edw. lY.), and was buried in the aisle of 
Bray Church.' Letter 3 is addressed to Lord Suffolk, and was written from 

Baroiiage, vol. ii. p. 180 to 189. See a note to Letter ix. of the Puton Lettert, rol. i. 
p. 88. See also Index to Journal, p. 127. He married Alice, daughter and heir of 
Thomas Chaucer (son of the poet), who had been firrt married to Sir John Pbelip, knight, 
and secondly to Thomas de Montacnte, Eari of Salisbury, who wm killed at Orieans in 
NoTcmber, 1428. She snrviyed all her husbands, and died 9 June, 1475 (15 Edw. lY.), 
and is buried at Ewelm. These letters throw no light on the question whether Suffolk 
really gave informatiou to Charles VII. respecting this embsay. See Journal, alvi. 
xWii. alviii. They show, however, that the ambassador was in intimate communication 
with the earl, up to the time of his own departure for Guienne. 

• Harl. MSS. No. 6952, fo. 185. The old rectory-house, then a private residence, was 
standing in 1818. Some of the old windows still remained. (Lysons* Berks, p. 218.) 

^ The MS. says the 20th day of June; but I believe this to be a mistake of the eopyist. 
(Journal, p. 1.) • Letter 1. 

* The MS. says ** xviii. June;** but thb is deariy a mistake. • Journal, p. 2. 

' There was another John Norreys, of whom William of Worcester records that he was 
attainted of treason and hanged at Tyburn, 7 Edw. lY., 1467. (Lib. Nig. Scaco. vol. ii. 
p. 516. Heame's edition.) 
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Bednrio, on the I2[h of June. 'Dm cootents of this nnil of the pret:eding 
letter, and bIbo of LutLer i to Jamea Penys, are the game. AH three vrere 
written the same day, from the Baine instruttions, by tlio same Bcribe. Letter 
3, however, contains a very enrly mention of Kton College, which was founded 
in 1441, a year before tlie date of the letter. 

Letter 4 was axldi-esaed to James Fenys or Fieones, at this time esi]UirLi of 
the body to Kinj; Ilenry the Sixth luid a knight. He had valiantly served in 
France under Henry the Fifth, and had been aheriffof Kent in 1437 (15 Hen. 
VL), and of Surrey and Sussex in 1439 (17 Hen. VI.). On the 3rd March 
1446-7 (25 Hen, VI.}, live jeitrs from the date of this letter, be wa;9 gummeued 
to Parliament. Three days later, by assent ^f the Peers, he was advanced to 
the dignity of a baron, by the title of Lord Say and Sele, being descended 
through his mother from the Lords Say. Lord Say and Sele was suspected of 
being concerned in the murder of Humphrey Duke of Gbueettcr in 1447. 
In that year he na^ made Constable of Dover, Lord Warden uf the Cinque Furtt, 
and Constable of the Tower; nnd, on the 30lh "October 1449 (28 Hen. VL), 
he was constituted Lord Treasurer. He was mnrdered by Jack Cade to 
Cheapuideia 1450.* Letter 5 is addressed to Sir Edmund Hungerford, the sur- 
viving son of Lord Hungerford, and was written from Debiae or Devises 
(which is about sixteen miles from Great Bedwin) on the same Tuesday, the 
13th of June 1443, The journal records the meeting of Becking ton with 
Lord Hungerford on that day.* The letter requests Sir Kdiuund Hunger- 
ford's good offices with the King; and, the King being that day ut Qedwin," it 
11 probable that Sir Edmund was also at Bedwin. He docs not appear to 

Lluve bticn ut home the day before.'' This letter was probably sent by Mr. 

llUlph Legh and John Water.* The jocular allusion in the letter to an inroad 
P'tnade, the day before, by Lord Hungerford and his companions *'my Lord of 
Salisbury and my Lord Moleyns," on Sir Edmund's cellar, is curiously balanced 
t)y the very next entry in the journal, which is as follows, "xiii. (June) 
Wednesday, dined at fieckington, whither the Lord de Hungerford sent two 
flagons of wine in bottles."' Some account has been already given of Walter 
Lord Hungerfurd.s He left two sons. Sir Robert, who succeeded his father, 



• Dugd. Bar. t 



>. 245i Bank*, Dorm, and Cil. B 



r. Ml. ii. p. *T1. 

» JoDniM, p. a. " Ibid. 

* Sir IMuunil Huafcerfurd rmided at Down Ampney, an «tato on the borden of Wilte 

and aieuetiter, not far from Cricklads, Httlnil on him ly hi* lather. Of bia maiujon lierg 

tbare a ttilL remuoiug a iuLDdume gatewaj fluiked widi tumti. Sir Edmuod Hungurford 

died JullSi (lIuDgerfbrdiani, pp. U, IDS, 103; WUtalureCoUeclioiis,lta, lt<S2,p, 411.) 

■ Jonmal, p. 2, ' Journal, p. 2. I Sapra, f. 25, note j. 

CAHP. 80C. I. 
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and Sir Edmund, to whom this letter vaa addressod. Sir Edmund utrtteAl 
ilargnret daughter of Edward Burnel!, of an ancient fsnulj in Shrop- ] 
aliiro.' This, it ia presuiutd. is lh« lady nicnlioned in tie letter Lol-d j 
Moleyns wbb son and heir to Sir Robert, second Lord Hungerford, and grand- 
son to Walter the first Lord. He married (IMl) Eleanor, daughter and beir 
to Lord Moleyns, and was fummoned lo Parliament, in 144S, as Lord Moleyns.* 
" My Lord of Salisbury " was, probably, William Ascougb, who was Bishop of 
Salisbury from 143d lo 29th June, I4fi0, when be was mui-dered at Edyngdoii, 
Wilts." From Devizes the ambusaador, on the 13th of June, proceeded Ifl 
Becl[in<-lnn, and slept at WclU, where, on the 14th, be waa installed "in the 
choir for his prebend."'' The same night be slept at Glastonbury, supping, it 
appears, with Nicholas Frome, the then abbot of that famous monastery (whn 
lent him a horse),* and, on the ISth, be arrived at Tuunton.' Letter fi, written 
to the King, the next day, the 16tb June, either from Sir Edward Hull's bouse, 
nt Knmore, a village in Somersetsbire a few miles from Taunl^in, or from 
Taunton Itself, informs us, that, " ynne the wey towards Taunton," Bcckington 
heard of Hull being at Enmore, and that he sent a servant (whom the journal 
mentions to have been Thomas Chamberlain) to bim with a message, " be nyght 
lyme."' On the same 16th June, Bectington (as appears fi-om the journal » 
and the letter) dined with Edward Hull, at Enmore, where (the letter aays) he 
was entertained vith " right greet and notable chere," and where he had a 
conference with his host, on the state of Guienne. The upshot of this confer- 
ence waa that Becltinpton wrote to the King (aa already stated), and that Hull 



• Hungerford in nn, pp. 8, U. 

» Ibid. 10. The BummonB to Parliament, ID 144S, wu thne ;eu* later Dun tha bmr. ' 
Oat, as, in the letter, Lorii Uungerford't grandean ia called Lord Molejui, it would sc 
tliat bs bore that title fhuu the time uf bis muriage. Kubert afoond Lurd HnngorAinl 
adhered faitlirullj to the Houie of Lancaster. He died In 14SS, and wu baried in Salia- 
biuy Dilhadral, Eii widow Margaret, dkiighler and heir lo Willlaai Lurd Boliaaua, 
inirii«»i until HTT : tbii lad; founded Hungerford Chapel in Salinbur; cathedral, which 
liu vaaished. She, too, wai buried there. The third Lord Ilungerford (Lord Molejna] 
deemed it prudent to aide with the Houieof York, but aflerwardi cndearouring. in KS8, 
to restore Henry VI., he w»» tried and eaeouled. He wm buried " with his Utiieit." 
Ilii wife, who aurvivad hioi, and mnrriod Sir Oliver ManoiiiKbam, kniglii, vu buriad at 
Stoke Pogea in Duaki. From tbem are dsKeadod, Ihiuugh a dauglilar, the Karl of 



From then 
ingdoD and the Marquii of Htatingt. (Hung. pp. lU, 88.) 

Il03i WaubireCoUwtiaua, 4ta. IS02,p. 3S1. 
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proceeded lo Windsor, wbera ho waa on tlie 23rd June.' The letter from the 
King, entered in the jdutdbI,'' appeari to be in aiuwer lo Letter 6. For infor* 
niatioo M to Sir Edward Hull, see a memoir of Uira bjSir H. Nicolas (Journal, 
Ixxii.) Letter 7 to John Staflurd, Bishop of Batli and WelU and Lord Cbnn- 
cellor,'was written on tlie aasie da; (from I'auDton appareutl;} as the Letter 6 
to Uie King, and it contuina much the aame infomiatioii ; but, in addition, Beck- 
ingtoa, Cir the first time, confesses an apprehension, tliat liia cnibaMj' maj be 
"Qowt or Vital Jruchieux," an apprehension full; justified b; the reault, as 
detailed in tbc journal. On Sunday (17th Juiie) Bcckington remained, the 
greater part of the da;, at Taunton, but slept at Tiverton.^ On the 16th be 
arrived at Exeter, where he remained until the '25th of June.' Letter S waa 
written from Exeter, the Slst of June, and seems to have been intended as a 
form of a letter to LordSuffoIk, and also lo some otber personage orperaonagea, 
who are not named. The private directions to tliu siiribe are curious. Beck' 
ington received much bospitnlil; while at Exeter, but on the 21at June be 
appears to have dined alone at the inn.' I fear the aiifoie maj not have been 
Urat rate, which would account for tbc desponding tone, in which, in this and in 
Letter 10, he speaks of Exeter being "in the lande of wildeniueae wher as ben 
fernc and fiefca I now (enow), and good a!e non or litell." It is therefore 
satisfactory to learn, from the journal, under the date of 21st June, that " tO' 
daj a buck was sent from Tiverton to his Lordship."' 

Letter 9 is addressed to William Aacough, Bishop of Hali^bury, and was 
written (it may be presumed) from Exeter. It coitlaina the new* that the 
King bad had a letter from " Maiatcr Vincent," informing him that Pope 
Eugenius the Fourth bad endowed the King's College Royal of Eton with 
" large and greet licences and indulgences," and that the King had sent him 
(Beckington) a copy of the letter, by John Felton, " Maister Vincent " waa 
Vincent Clement, an ecdesioatic, at this time at Home as agent for the King.* 
It is doubtful whether he was an Englishman, or an Italian.^ The object of his 



* Il.id. p. 3. 

i 1J« vUBCbt AS ambuNLdfirt 
M8S. No. 6993, to. 01.) Vines 



Ibid. pp. i and G. ' Tkid. p. S. 

Ibid, ' tUd. 

Pr«noe,andalutotlia Pope, by EIsDrjtheSiatb. (HiltI, 
tiut or Vincent CInmsnt i* ispciledl]' mentioned in llm 



CoUacrion of Beckinjrton'i LMtom, «liich i» in tlie Archbiihof'i libr»rj « LunbetU. He 
ia iIh frei|uenlly mentioned In DeoklngtonV Rripitnim frtnalum, Bl Iho Budloian. 

' Pope Ea^Diua IV., in alottor of £8 Haf. 1112, olla ViBcaot CIrnniif' if^d/a.-onw 
aoMtr." {ftig. Prii.fo. 107.) The King adopie ihii litis (Lunb. MH. ta. S2), liut ralJ* bim 
Itit-HUiuiut" (iLid. fo. 6!, Wjso). and hu "/aWtil and Mortd vralor" 'ihid, ito. 82), 
Ila alM aajB that he ww broughl up and cduWed at Oxford (ibid. fo. EOJ. Uit- 
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minion to Rome was to obtuin certain indulgences for the King's new CoUegS 
of Eton, and in this he waa Bucceasful,' though not without difficulty.* Vin- 
cent Clement was a favourite with the King, and, after liis return to England, 
but nul, so far as appeara, immediately, had much church preferment heaped 
ujion him.= He did not, however, attain to ibe Bench. He died in 1474. 

Li'tler 10 was written to Sir John on the Slat of June. It contains 

nolhing important, but in it Beckinglon repeats his lament as to the bareness and 
desolation of Exeter. Letter 11 is addressed to "MaJster J. Somersoth"' from 
Exeter, and was dated previously to the 24th of June, for it adverts to Sir 
Kobert Roos (who arrired on the 24th) not having yut joined biui. The six 
reiuaining rlocuments are merely (what may be called) skelclon letter*, ad- 
(IresHed to the King, the Duke of Gloucester, Cardinal Beaufort, the Cnrilinal 
of York (Kempe), the Lord Chancellor, and the Earl of Suffolk. They arc 
curious only as showing how many pious and devout expresaiooa the writer 
coutil uiuslcr, especially when addressing a Cardinal. 



le innroKltii doctor'* (duclorcm iiKo/inffln) boeause hii 
inforr«d| when he wu only \n ileacon*! or sabdeacon'* orders, by 
ThcaUnnd icc Lifaof Pecock. p. H.) Archbishop Pukor ceitaiDi/ 
dian. He calta bim " quidam Jtomatm*. (Parken Antiq. p. tSi.) 
hand in Haggttt't US. lliX. or Kloa. vol. ij. p. l?]. (SluDe HS3. 



coigno HI'S ho wu called 
degree of D.D, wai cnnferre 
royal niandate. (Di 
thought he wu an 

• The Bull ia to I 
No. 4S10.) 

* He appean to ha>o met with laipFdiaioiilii, for llicre etiits a letter addrewed to hlin 
(l>7 Dechington. a* I conceive) exhorting liim to ptoawulo hii miialon "with minlj i-ou- 
rago" (virili animo), and pljing liim with argumfntt, which appear lo be drawn from 
Ovid's Triilia. (Lamb. MS. fo. 52leryo.) 

' Hia prefcrmDDti were u tullowa: Keotor ot St. Martin's Vinir? fmm 1439 to 1414 
(Newc Rep. lol. 1. p. 421!), Pnbcndar; of Hereford In 14S1 (Faati E. A. vol. i. p. 
G2fl), Prelnndary nf Lincoln 1452 (F.E.A. vol. il. pp. 214, E84), Archdeacon of WUU 
1457-8 (Ibid. Tol. ii. p. 630), Prebendary, Chancellor, and Treuurer of LiGblldd (Ibid. 
vol. I. pp. Gg2, Eg4, G30}, An^deacon of Huntingdon (Ibid. ToL il. p. SI ), and Arch- 
ducon of Wiooberter (Ibid. vnL iii. p, 26). 

' I have tried in vain lo identify this John Sumenel. I have eiamioed all the antlio- 
rltiei cited bj Sir Harris Nicolai (Joumal, p. 130}. and nianj not cileil bj him, and am 
ullcrlj unable to decide, whether he wu a lojman or an ecelMuutic. Tboniai Baker, in 
his lellen to Heame, (Appendix U> Eloihani'i Life of Henr; tbo Fifth, p. SGO) ocrtaini; 
■apposed John Sanieraet, ibe King'i pli^r^laa, sad Cboncellur of Uie Kxehequor, lobaro 
been ■ lafnian. Beckitigton'i Ititad was a married nuin (Juunial, p. VO). Neviutfaelaa 
John SoDienel is described uvea tuveral limei ia Iba filUi luluiue uf the RoUa ot hulia- 
noot as a "olerlt." The evidenoe il to oonlradiclut; that t aui driven tu tuppou that 
there were (wo persons nf the fumie ninie, liting at Ihp nmc timp. and both einplojcd 
aboni public atbits. 
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XLIII. (1). 

A Letter to the Eahl of Sofpolk. 

Mr right noble and moat singler gracious good lorde, I recom- 
mend me unto youre noble and trusty lonlesliip in the moete 
humble wise that I can or may. And, how be it that I sent, as 
yesterday, unto lllesley, and beyonde, a servant of myne, for to have 
knowliiige of youre dcpartinge or abiding at Donyngton, to tli'eiitcnt 
that I might have come and take my Icvc of youre aaide goode lorde- 
ohip, and my right good and gracious lady youre wif; wliicb my 
servant, enquering therupon, was cnformed fond reported unto me) 
that ye ehuld have abideu at the said Donyngton unto this day, and 
this day first removed ; wherupon I pourveyd me rcdy this day to 
ride.and, asl wttscommingeunloyowwarde, I met with J. B., which 
certiflSed me that he brought youeyeseday [yesterday] unto Langlcy 
to mete, and my said lady in youro felashjp. Afer wbos enforma- 
cion, I was as sory, aod am, as I may welbe, considering the art [i.e. 
narrow] space and straitnesse of tyme, which wol no suffrc me now to 
retome towards Ewclm, ihcr to take my 8aidu leve; for, as this day, 
my maister Koos wo! redely [readily] be at Salisbury, and so daily 
passe [onwards] tU he come to the see side ; whom I purpose, by Godd's 
mercy, to overtake in the waye, as sone as I goodly may. Wherfore I be- 
bcBeche youre noble lordeship to Iiolde me excused, at this tyme. For, 
certainly, if I comme unto yow there as ye be now, I cowde not mete 
with hym at oure tyme assigned. And, furthermore, I lowly besech 
yow, that I may be, in the mostc lowly wise, recommended unto my 
said ladies good grace, for whom 1, as her chappellayn, daily shall 
praic, during my lif, as I am high bounden so to do. And that ye, 
of youre more habundant grace, wol be my good and gracious lorde, 
in myn absence, as hit hatli Uked yo'^ salde good lordeship to be ever 
before this. My right noble and most singler gracious good lorde, I 
beseche owre holy Saviour to have youe ever in his gracious kepiuge 
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and sead yow thaccomplisshements of all youre desire, with prospe- 
rite and lif longe enduryng, Writen at S[utton] the ix day of etc. 
[June]. 

To my lorde of Suff. 



XLIV. (2). 
Thomas Beckinoton to John Noreys. 

Right trusty and my right entierly welbelovyd, I recommende 
me unto (yow) with all my hert ; And, for as moche as I trust to 
God that ye wol be right plesed to here of my spede, namely in this 
matier that I go fore, I write unto yow at this tyme, and so pur- 
pose to write, from tyme to tyme, as ofte as messagiers may be hadde. 
Latting yow wite [that] this day I take my jomey, from this my pore 
place of Bedswynde, towards the see, and, by Godd's mercy, I shall 
holde my jomey so forth dayly, unto the tyme that I comme unto 
the see side, fro whens I purpose to write unto yow suche matiers 
as shall fall in the mene tyme. And, firthermore, I pray yowe, 
that ye wol, in the most tendir wise, recommende me unto the King's 
most high and noble grace; and that ye wol, in myn absence, con- 
tinue yo' good love, which I have ever before this tyme founde 
stedfast, stable and redy, to my wele and worship. And I shall 
treuly preye for yow, as yo' chappellayn, as I am greetly bouhde to 
do, whil I live. Writen at Bedswynde the xii day of Juyn. 

To John Noreys. 



XLV. (3). 

Thomas Beckinoton to the Earl op Suffolk. 

My right noble and most singler gracious good lorde, I recom- 
mend me unto yo' ful noble and good lordeship, }m the most humble 
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wise that I can or may. And for &s moche bb I trast to God that 
ye wilbe right well pleeed to here of my spede, namely in the mater 
lliat i go fore, I write unto yow at thia tyme, and so purpose to 
write, fro tyme to tyme, as oft as messagora may be hadde, latting 
yow wite, that this day I take my jorney, fro this my pore place 
of B,, towards the see aide, fro whens I purpose to write unto 
yow suche raatiers as shall fall in the mcne tyme. And firther- 
more I pray yow that ye wol, in the most tendre and lowly wise, 
recommcnde me unto the King's moost high and noble good grace, 

and also unto the provost and "of thi; holy and devout King's 

college of cure Ladye of Eton, besecliing [tliem] to prey for me, and 
that ye wot now, in myn absence, continue yo' good and trusty lorde- 
ship, which I have before this ever foundc atedfaat, stable, and redy, 
to my wele and worship. I shall treuly prey for yotie as youre 
owne Chappelleyn, and as I am greetly bounde to do, wliil I lyve. 
To my Lorde of Suff. 



XLVI. (4). 

Thomas Eeckingtos to James Fents. 

Mt right worshipfull and best beloved fader, after due rccommen- 
dscion, and yo' fadcrly blessinge; Please hit yow to here of my spede 
in this matjer that I go fore. I write unto youre good laderhod, at 
this tyme, and soo purpose to write, fro tyme to tyme, as ofte as 
mesaagiers may be had. Lating yow wite that this day 1 take 
my jorney, fro my pore place of B., towards the see, and, by Godd'a 
mercy, I shall hold dayly (bnli my jorney, unto the tyme that I 
commc unto ihe see aide, fro whens 1 purpose to write unto yowe 
Buche matiera as shall fall in the mene tyme. And firthermore el eel. 
ut ««jrira;' and that ye wol now, in myn absence, be my good fader, 

■ Mj Midcavoun to dwjpher llm wurJ liure ouiilti;.!, and tlioae of tlie ejpurts to witopi 
I b«(t lubtnltled It. tiara wliollf tt.iW<t. 
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and have especially in continuance yo' kindenesse of love, which I 
have founde unto this day stedfast and redy, to ray wele and worship. 
And I, youre humble sone, shall preye for yow, wliil I lyve, as I 
have greet cause so to do, etc. 

To James Fenys. 



XLVII. (5). 

Thomas Beckington to Sir Edmund Hungerpord. 

My right trusty and right entierly welbelovyd maister, I recom- 
mend me unto yow, and late yow wite, that, this day, I overtoke my 
lorde youre fader at Debise, which is in good hele (blessid be oure 
Saviour!) and sendeth yow his blessinge. And, firthepmore, my 
saide lorde told me, that, on moneday last passed, my lorde of Salis- 
bury and he and my lorde Moleyns visited my lady youre wif at 
whom [home] at youre place, which is in good hele, and they soo 
tasted yo^ wynes at that tyme, that, I truste to God, yf ye have meny 
suche visitacions, youre wjmes shall nother soure, nor standebase, for 
defiiulte of drynkers. Other tithings I have non to write unto yow 
at this tyme ; but I besech yow that, in the most lowly wise, ye wol 
have me recommended unto the high and good grace of oure souve- 
raigne lorde the Kinge, et cet. 

Yo' prest and Chapellyn, T. B. 

To Sir E[dmund] Hungerford. 



XLVIII. (6). 

Thomas Beckington to King Henry VI. • 

Most gracious and most christian prince, oure moost doubted 
souvreigne lorde, after moost humble recommendaciou made unto 
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youre Roial Mageste, jleasc hit to youre higli and itobte grace to 
wite, that, bi my jorney towards the see side, in this youre aiiibas- 
Biade that hit hath liked youre highnesse to send me, ytine the wey 
towards Taunton, I horde tidings of the comniyng of my Maister Hull 
from ihecountre [of Guiunnc3. After which tidiuga, I Immediately, be 
nyght tyme, send a scvvaunl of myn unto hym, praying hyin to larye 
so litell tyme, on the raorowe, that I myght eomme unto hym, and, 
by commuaicacion, underalande the diaposicion of the controy that 
be commeth fro. And, so is it, aouvreigne lorde, that, for the wele of 
yow and of yo' ambassiade, he abode, unto this day, unto tyme that 
I comme fro the scid Taunton unto hia bows; where, at the reverence 
of yo' highnesse, he hath do roe right greet and notable cbere, for 
the which I, as yC moat lowly servant, beseclie youre high and 
noble grace to thank him. And, for as moche aa I fele, by his re- 
porte, that the countrey to the which we shulde passe, by yo' high 
commandement, is not in such disposicion aa yo'' highnesse hadd 
Bupposed that hit had be, in the tyme of my departing, I, yo' trew 
cbapelleyne and servant, beseche yo' high and noble grace, that hit 
may please yo' said high and noble grace, that I may have iiiU know- 
lege of yo' entent, what I shall firthcr doo, in as brief tyme as hit 
may b'esey [be easy] unto youre saide noble grace to be doon ; for, aa 
for mypersonne, soo it be to the wele of yow, aouvreigne lorde, (the 
Trhich 1 knowe verraly is, and moost be, the wele of us alle youre 
trew eubgetts,) I dar eette as fer in jepardy as eny of youre pore 
clerks, trustyng, in al wise, to have good spede by youre good 
merits. Albe hit that I, a siufull creature, have no causo to truste 
upon my owcn, IVfost high and moost christian Prinue, oure most 
doubted and souvreigne lorde, [ besecbe oure Saviour ever to have 
yow in his gracious keping, and send yow as good lif and as longe 
as ever hadd Christian prince in orthe. Writcn at, &c. 

Yo' mooste humble creature and pore Choppelleyn, 

T. B. 

To the moost mighte and most Christian Prince, oure most doubted 
and souvreigne lord the Ringe. 

CAUD, soc. u 
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XLIX. (7). 
Thomas Beckington to the Lord Chancellor. 

Reverende Fader in God, and my most singler and gracious 
good Lorde, — I recommend me unto you, in as lowly wise as I can or 
may. And, please it yo' good lordeship to wite, that, in ridynge 
towards T., I hard of the late arriving and commynge of my Maister 
E. Hull. Wherupon I, desiryng to have knowlege of the disposi- 
cion of the countrey that he commeth fro, sent unto hym a servant 
of myne, by nyght tyme, praying hym not to departe from his hows, 
unto tyme that I might have communicacion with hym. And so it 
is that, this day, right timely, I rode from Tawnton unto his place, 
and have hadd there communicacion with him at large, by the which, 
as fer as I fele, this ambassiade, in which my M. (Master) Roos and 
I be sent, at this tyme, shulde be nowt or litcl fructueux; and nathe- 
les the jepart of owre persounes, which as for myself peradventure is 
of litell charge, shuld be right dangereous, on lese thanne other pro- 
visions and meenes be hadd, before the tyme of oure passage; as I 
doubte not ye shall understand more at large, by the reporte of the 
said E[dward] H[ull]. Wherfore I beseche youre good and gracious 
lordeship, in the which I have right singler and special affiance, 
that I may have sone and hastely knowlege what I shall doo, and 
whether, by th'advis of the King oure souvreigne lorde, and yow, 
and other my lords of his Counseil, I shall holde forth jomey, or 
returne. So that by me the Kinge may be as litel charged as may 
be possible. To the which, I take God to record, I shall, with all 
myn herte, entende. And I pray almighte God ever to have youre 
good and gracious lordeship in his holy and blessed saufgard, and 
send yow youre noble hert*s desire, with lif longe enduring. Writen, 
etc. ut sup. T. B. 

To the Chaunceller of England. 
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L, (8). 

A FOKM OF Letter from Thomas Beckington tu the 
Earl of Suffolk and to otuees. 

Right noble and my most singler and fuilhfull truaty Lordc, — I 
recommend me, etc. And please it yow to wite, that I, youre true 
servant and clerk, liave be this two days here in the lande of welder- 
neaac, wher aa ben feme andjiefea I note and guod ale non or Hull,* 
abiding continuelly the commyng of my Maister Kooa. And now I 
purpose to take my jorneytowanla the aee aide, and abyde hym theire. 
Of the cumTiiyng of E. H, and of auchc tidings as he bringelli, which 
semeth me no thing comfortable, I suppose ye have good and perfiie 
[knowledge] by this tynie — God of his mercyc sendc us grace to 
have good haaty spede of cure message that we be aent! And aend 
yow, my most aingler lord, right good lif and longe, and all the 
blcsaed and noble deatrea ofyo' hert. Writen, etc. at E[xeter] the 
xxi. day of Juyn. 

I beseche yow as tenderly as I can or may, of youre good and 
gracious continuance of oure most trusted lordeship, now namely yn 
myn absence [lino Suff. mq. ihm. " perfile knowlege by this tyme," in 
predielo stilo tuo sit,'] and thcrfore I surcesse to write therinne. My 
right gracious lord, yf there bo eny thing that I can or may do in the 
parties to the which I am now disposed to passe, I preye youre seid 
lordeahip to late me have writing, for hit ahalbe to my greet glad- 



■ The UDliuiudur seemi b) tiave tbaught ll 
it in ■ •ulnoquxil li^tWr I undfntand fn 
within liting memary. tern iiLouiideil much i 
now dna. I ani (aM tlul ibe repuulion 



not now (altliougU niufii impru' 

uoulsot myself with retnu'liiiig, t 
Mid thu thi whole Mnwnc4 won i 



n t verj merrjr conceit, for be hu repealed 
m ■»} Friend. Mr. Osrew ot Eieler, [hat, 
lore in lbs neiglibimrbafld of Eieter tlian it 
if Eaelcr br ale baa neier itood uid do» 
a the woid " Bofes," I have tried 
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nesse to fulfille yo^ commandement. Beseching firther as tenderly 
as I can or may, etc. And God of his mercy, etc. 

Yo' trew clerk and perpetuell bedman, 

T. B. 



LI. 

Thomas Beckington to the. Bishop of Salisbury. 

Right reverend Fader in God, and my most singler and faithful! 
good Lord, — I recommend me unto yo' trew and trusty good lordeship, 
as lowly and as hertely as I can and may, and I thank yow right 
entierly of youre good lettres, writen unto me, for yo' wel-belovyd 
J. P. ; in which matier I shall so do my parte, that, I trust to God, ye 
shall wcl mowe understande, that I am in full will to execute and do 
al suche as may be to youre plesance, as I am high bounden so to 
do. Furthermore, please hit youre good lordeship to wite, that oure 
holy fader Eugeny hath granted unto the King, for his college roiall 
of oure Lady of Eton, his bulles of large and greet licences and indul- 
gences, as by a letter send from Maister Vincent, wherof the King, 
of his high and noble grace, sent me a copye by John Felton, imto 
this straunge and uttermast parties of England, wherof I send yow 
within these a copie, hit may appere, more openly, unto yo' good 
lordship. My right gracious lorde, yf there be eny thing that I can or 
may do, in the parties to which I am now disposed to passe, I pray 
yor seid lordship to let me have witing, for hit shalbe myn greet 
gladnesse to do and performe all suche things that maye be to yo' 
pleasure. And I beseche yow, as tenderly as I can or may, to have 
yo*" good contynuance of yo"" goode lordeship nowe, namely in myn 

absence, etc. Yo"" treue clerk and chappleyn, 

T. B. 
To the Bisshop of Sar. 
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LII. (10). 

Thomas Beckington to Sir John 



Right entierly welbelovyd and my right trusty Maister, — After 
due and hertely recommendacion, please it yo' good maistership to 
wite, that I have ben this ij. dayes here in the lande of wildemesse, 
wheras be feme and fiefes Inowe, and good ale non or litell, abi- 
dyng contynuelly the commyng of my maister Roos. And nowe I 
purpose to take my jomey towards the see side, and abide hym 
there. My right trusty Maister, if ther be eny thing that I can or 
may do, in the parties to the whiche I am nowe disposed to passe, I 
praye youre seid good maistership to late me have witing, for hit 
shalbe to me greet gladnes to fulfill yo' commandement. Beseching 
yow firther, as tenderly as I can or maye, of yo' goode contynuance 
of yo' right trusted maistershipe nowe, namely in injn absence, etc. 

Yo^ T. B. 

To Sir John, etc. 



LIII. (11). 

Thomas Beckington to Master John Somerset. 

Mt right welbeloved and entierly trusted Maister, — After due re- 
commendacion, beying nowe in the uttermost parties of this world, 
and abidyng my M. Roos, which, as I suppose, is taried for the 
dawngrous tydyings that my M. Hull hath reported imto the Einge, 
which as 1 suppose ben not unknowyn unto yow, touching the greet 
jepart in passyng unto the countrey that we be sent unto, beseching 
youe, consideryng the matier that we be sent forth fore, which 
shulde be not or litell fructueux, as in my conceyt, withoutc hasty 
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remedy be hadde in that behaf, ye wol 8ture [stir] and call upon my 
lords of the King's Counsaill, to pourvey such remedye in this partie, 
in all goodely hast, as yt raaye be to the King's pleasure, and the 
wele of us all; and that ye wol, in the most humble wise, recom- 
mende me imto the King's moost high and noble grace, etc. 

Yor chappelleyn, T. B. 
To Maister J. Somerseth. 



LIV. (12). 

A Skeleton Letteb from Thomas Beckington to the 

King. 

Moost christen and most gracious Prince, oure most doubted 
souvreigne Lordc, — After oure most humble recommendacion, please 
hit yo' high and noble grace as for tidings from this youre contrey 
of Guienne to wite that, etc. l^Coticlusio, " moost christen and 
moost gracious, etc." ut sup. et in aZ.] 

Litera missa Regi per Dnos Roos et Secret, a Burdegolia. [Bur- 
digala — Bordeaux.] 



LV. (13). 

Litera missa per d'num D. Secret. Duci Glouc. 

Bight high and mighte Prince, and my right doubted and gra- 
cious Lorde, — After right lowly recommendacion, please hit yo"" high- 
nes, as for tidings from this contrey, which wold God were better 
than I may with trouthe at this tyme to write, to wite that, etc, 
[ConcltisiOy " Right High, " etc. ut supra. Almyghte God send 
yow contynuell welthe and worship in erthe, and, after, everlastyng 
joye and blysse in hevene. Writen at B,, etc 
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LVI. (14). 
LiTEBA MI8SA CaRDINALI AnGLI^B. 

MooST Reverend Fader in God, and my right gracious and sin- 
gle! Lord, — After devout and humble recommendacion, in my moost 
lowly wise, please hit yo^ gracious lordship, as for tidings from this 
contrey to wite that, etc, 

[ConcZewto, "Moost Reverend, etc.*' ut supra,] The High Fader 
of all mercye, and of all comfort, send yow longe goode helth and 
strengthe, boothe goostely and bodely to his honnor and plesaunce, 
and yo^ perpetuell joye. Writen, &c. 



LVII. (15). 

LiTERA MISSA CaBDINALI EbOBACENSI. 

Most worshipfiill Fader ^n (jod, and my right singler Lord, — Aflter 
due and devout recommendacion, in the most tender wise, that I can 
or may, please it yo' moost reverend fadership, as for tidings from 
this contrey, to know that, etc. [^Conclusio, " Most, etc, ut aupra^ 
the high Fader of Hevene longe contjmue yo^ worship and welfare 
after the most blessed desire of youre noble herte."] Writen, etc. 
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LVIII. (16). 

LiTEBA MI8SA CaNCELLABIO AnGL. 

Bight Reverende Fader in God, and my moost special and gra- 
cious lorde, — Irecommende me unto yo^ trewe and trusty lordeship. 
And as for tidings of this cuntrey, please hit yow to wite that after, 
[ut in aliis] . 



LIX. (17). 

LiTEBA MI8BA COMITI SUFF. 



My right noble and moost singler good Lord, — After humble and 
due recommendacion, please hit yo^ good lordeship to wite that, etc. 
{^Conclusio ut in aliis]. 




LETTERS OF MARGARET OF AN.JOU. 



A Letti 



LX. 

r THE Queen to R. Kent. 



I BAVB lietn unable lo discover nnytbing relaling W Tliomns Shelford, or 
"oon Hull of Lnrit fold," but, u Lurklielil ia in Kent, I presunie that the family 
of HkII ws« uf tbut county. Tbcrc nre ioileed, in Haatetl'i Uislorj of Kent, 
trocca (if tbe nnnie. From " nur cousin of SutFolk " being menlioned, I con- 
elude lliBt the letter uiuy have been wrilten between 1449 and 1420, wlien llie 
Duke of SiifTolk nas chief minister. Uf Robert Kent all 1 can 6nd is, Ibat « 
person of that name is mentioned in tbe Paaton LelUrs in 1459 aa baring been 
a vpirituol lawyer.* 

By the QutNE. 

Welbeloved, WL'grcte,&ci.,aiKi Utc yow wife tliat our welbeloved 

servant Thomas Shelford, whoom, for his vertut'B, and the agreable 

service that he hatli dun unto us berbofore, and in oepcoiHl now ktc 

in tbe company of our cousin of Suffolfc, we have taken into cure 

■ P«Ion Lrtlom, vol. iii. p. a.'.n. 
L'\MTI. .SOL'. N 
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N 

('hambre, there to serve us abowte our personne, hath reported unto 
us that, for the good and vertuous demening that he Imth herd of a 
gcntil woman beyng in your governance, which was doghter to oon 
Hall of Larkfeld, he desireth full hertly to do hir worship by wey 
of mariage, as he seith ; wherfor we desire and praye you hertly 
that, setting apart all instances or labours, that have or shalbe made 
unto yow for eny other personne what so ever he be, ye wol by all 
honest and leafuU menes be welwilled unto the said mariage, 
entreting the said gentilwoman unto the same, trustyng to Godd's 
mercye that it shalbe both for hir worship and availle in tyme to 
come. And if ye wol doo yo' tendre diligence to perfourme this 
oure desire, ye shal therin deserve of us right good and especial 
thanke, and cause us to she we unto you therfore the more especial 
faver of oure good grace in tyme to come. Yeven, etc 
To R. Kent, 



LXI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Parker of Ware. 

The Earl of Salisbury named in this letter was Richard Neville son of Ralph 
Neville, Earl of Westmerland. He married Alice sole daughter and heir of 
Thomas de Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, who was killed at the siege of Or- 
leans in November 1428, and in her right became Earl of Salisbury. This 
Richard Neville was father of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, popularly 
called the King-maker, who was killed at Barnet, in 1471. Richard Neville 
the elder was the husband of Alice dc Montacute before her father*s death in 
1428, and assumed the title of Earl of Salisbury immediately afler that event, 
but the patent of his creation is dated the 4th May, 1442.* Up to 1455 (3d 
Hen. YI.) this Earl remained faithful to the House of Lancaster ; but in t^is 
year he sided with the Duke of York, and was present with the Yorkists at 
the battle of St. AIban*s, the battle of Northampton, and the battle of Wake- 
fieM. At the last battle he was taken prisoner, and immediately beheaded. 
This letter was written between 1445 and 1455. 



• Dugd. Bar. i. 802. 
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By the Queue. 

Wblbelover, for as moch as we kiiowe veireily that our couaiii 
therl of Salesbury wolbe right well content and pleased that, at our 
resortiug UDto o^ castell of Hertford, wo take o^ disporte and recrea- 
tion in his parko of Ware ; we, cmbolding us therof, desire and pray 
you that the game there be spared, kepte, and clierisshed for the 
same entent, without suffring eny other peisonne tliere to hunte or 
have ahet [shot or shooting], cource, or other disporte, in distroiog 
or amentiBsroent [diminution] of the game abovesaid, until [such] 
tyme [as] ye have other commandement from our said couhii in that 
bihalf. Aa we trust you, ete. 

To tW T'arkcr of Ware. 



A Lbttee from the Queen to the Abbess of Suaftesbukt 

RESPECTING the PROMOTION OF HER ChAPLAIN, MiCHAEL 

Tregory. 

MiCRRi. or Michiiel Trugury, Tregorj, Tregolre, or Trugore, was a nalivu nT 
St. Wean in Cornwall, a Fellow of Kxeter College, Oxford, a Princiiial uf 
Kveral Halls tuccessively tbat stood aeur thnt college, and, in 1434, a Proctor 
of the UniverBity.' Tlie letter vas probably written in Mnrcb 1447,'- and 
nddreeaed to Edith Bonhum, who wuj Abbess of Shafleibury from 1441 io 
her death in 1460.' Before the ItelbrmutioD the patronage of the rectory of 
Corfe Caatlc belonged to the Abbess of Shaftesburyj but, wh«n Ihe abbey vu 

• UllL uid Antiq. 0»on. ((iuWii) iT. (Puli) p. 15. 

* The Englith marnage of thg Queen look plnc^ in 1115, Biid Edmond lluofort, 
Hkrquii of Done:, wu creuted. Duke ot Somenvt in 1448. The only isuidl-j uf ih* 
bighoprio of LiiiBoi (■en tiie leller) betWMU thoe dates wu Dccii«one<i by (lie dcBlIi □( 
Puqaeriui do Vtux in July 141T. Tliu preUU had heen nxntary tad phaplnln tu Uie 
Regent TInko of Bedronl. Tregory may have been recouimcnded, but Thutiiiu Bi-hi 
■UKeeded to Hit \uwul tec. ((ialUu ChrnlUna, Ixiii. xi. ]i. ZfS.) 

< Uue^. Mull. ii. at. 
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vacant, the right of presentation was in the Crown. The house of Beaufort, 
however, when lords of the manor of Corfe Castle, twice contested the right, 
but without effect.* It is to this the Queen alludes when she informs the 
abbess of her title being ^4ike to be laboured bj our cousin the Marquis of 
Dorset.** The subject-matter of the letter is somewhat obscure. The name of 
Michael Tregorj is not to be found in the list of the rectors of Corfe Castle,*^ 
nor does it occur in the catalogue of the bishops of Lisieux.* It is said, how- 
ever, that King Henry the Sixth entertained a special respect for him; 
and he is designated by Anthony Wood as having been ** the ornament of the 
university.**' Another author states him to have been ^^a man of great wisdom 
and leaming.**e Michael Tregory was one of the earliest of the rectors of the 
University of Caen, founded by Henry the Sixth in 1431.' He was chaplain 
to Queen Margaret;' Archdeacon of Barnstaple, in the diocese of Exeter, in 
1445;'* and, finally, in 1449-50, Archbishop of Dublin. He died at his manor 
of Tallaght, in December 1471, and was buried in St. Patrick*s Cathedral.* 

By the Quene. 

Deke and welbeloved in God, we grcte you well; and albe it that, 
at oure reverence and prayer, ye presented not long agoo our right 
welbeloved clerk and chapellein Maist Michel Tregoire unto the 
parsonage of Corfcastoll, wherof we thanke you; yet nevertheles, for 

• Hutchins's Dorset, i. 296. *» Hutchins, i. 297. 

• GalUa Christiana, torn. xi. p. 795. * Hist, and Antiq. Oxon. (Gutch) iT. (Fasti) 45. 
e Cotton's Fasti Eccles. Hib. ii. 16. 

^ See an article entituled *' Le College des Droits de Pancienne University de Caeu/' 
by Jnles Cauvet, member of the Antiquarian Socie^ of Normandy, voL xaiL (Series 8, vol. 
il. p. 484.) Chroniques Neustriennes (Dumesnil), p. 332; and Gallia Christ. torn. xi. 427. 

ff Harl. MS. 6963, fo. 84. This is extracted fh>in Gasooigne's Diet. Theolog. 

^ Fasti Eccles. Anglic, i. 406. 

t Fasti Eccles. Hib. ii. 17. For a memoir of Michael Tregury, which, howeTW, is in- 
accurate in ascribing to Henry V. the founding the University of Caen, see Daries 
Gilbert's History of Com^-all, vol. iv. p. 13S; and Gent« Mag. vol. ci. p. 197, et Mq. In 
both these works a plate is given, repreeenting the tomb of the archbishop, round wbieh 
the following inscription : — 



Jesus est Salvator mens. 
Pn»ul Metropolis Michael hie Dubliniensis 
Manuore tumbatus, pro me Christum flagitetis. 

The cover of the tomb was found, uudcr rubbish, in St. Stephen's chapel in St, Patrick^ 
Cathedral, and preserved and set up by Dean Swift, a.d. 17S0. 
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for 



many reasonable causes, yo'' presenting U not put in execution 

sone [there] upon oure saidechapelein was by my lord's writing recom- 
mended unto the Bisshoprick of Leseux [ Lisipux] ; and so oure said 
chappellem eschewing principally the hui'le of yo' title, that was 
like be gretly laboured by oure cousin the Marquis of Dorset, and 
also his owne grete costs and expenses in del'ens therof, hath 
laboured the parsonne of Corf, for more ease, to ryeign iiely the said 
chirch, so that it is come to lapse; whcrfore we praye yowc hcrtly 
that yewilbe unto o'' said chappellein binevolent and good lady as to 
souffre hym to come iu by the bisshop by wey of lapse, sith it is unto 
yo' title no hurt nor prejudice at this tyme and at ncxte avoidance, 
which, we trust shalbe in liast, by the promocion of o' said chappel- 
lein ye may dispose it thanne in observing and keping yo' right; 
wherinnc we shall the rather for our said chapellcin sake have you 
in tcndre remembrance of o' good grace, in wliich thing, etc At 
Plesse the 1 1 day of Marche, etc 
To thnbbesse and Convent of Shaftesbury. 



A Letter i-rom the Qceen to Thomas Forest, Executok 
OF John Forest, late Dean of Wells. 

Thciuis Fomest it mentioned in the second uiKlicil to the will of Carilinal 
Birnufurt, uMn6terorK«epcr oflUe llotpiCnl of the IlolyCroa* near WiDcLeg- 
wr. John Foreitl, Dean ol" Wells, "broken down by Bge," died 23lh M«rch, 
1M8.» Nicbulas Carent, LL.D. the Queen's secretary, was elected Denn by a 
majority of the Canons, 2'2nd August, 1 146, and confirmed by 'Iliomas Beoking- 
ton. Bishop of the diocese, before Delabere, liie King's great almoner, pre- 
sented his bulls nnd tbe King's letter. The eplsc^opal registers at Wells do 



1. (Anglia S*on, S8S.J This J olin Fiir» 
H36. Antiq. Oiun. (Outsh) It. 317. 
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not recognize Delabere as having been Dean,* and therefore, perhaps, it is that 
the Queen speaks of John Forest as " the last incumbent.** Delabere became 
Bishop of St. Davi(l*s in 1447, and then Nicholas Carent was advanced to the 
Deanery. The Queen*s letter was probably written in 1447. 

By the Qdene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we suppose vereily that it is wele 
knowen unto youre wisdom that oure right welbelovyd clerc and 
Secretary Maister N[icolas] C[arent], Dean of Wellys, ought of law, 
right, and good conscience to be recompensed for the reparacion of 
the deanry with the goods of the last incumbent there, to whome ye 
be executor, as it is said. We, havyng consideracion unto the good 
service that oure said secretary doth unto us dayly, and unto the 
ryght and dewte longyng unto hym in this mater, desire and 
praye yow hertely, that, at reverence of us, and the rather by con- 
templacion of thb oure prayer, ye wil have oure said secretary 
towards yow, in contenting him of his said reparacion, especially 
commended, shewing him suche binevolence and favor that he may 
iinde yow so frendly disposed and tretable that, by yo' good dili- 
gence, oure seid secretary may have no cause in yo' defaulte to pour- 
vey him of other remedie, as we trust yow. In which thinge ye 
shal not mowe ownly desserve of us right especial thanke, but do us 
also right good and singler pleasir, and cause us to have you therfor 
in right tendre remembrance of oure good grace in tyme comjmg. 
Yeven, etc. at etc. 

To Maister Thomas Forest, executor of John Forest. 



• Bat the Bull of Pope Nicolas V. raising DeUbere to the see of St. DsTid's defcribes 
him as Dean of Wells. (Anglia Sacra, 589.) This may, however, have been a convenient 
untmth (of which there are other instances) to cover the fact of the last Pope (Eogenius 
IV.) having been foiled in his attempt to force Delabere on an unwilling chapter. 
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A Letter fbom the Queen to the Masteh of St. Giles in 
THE Fields beside the Citt of London. 

The HaspiuIorSt, Giles nas founded in 1117 b; Miitilda or Uaud, daaghter 
of Molcoliu King of Scotlnnd, Quceo of Renry the First of England. It wta 
built for the reception of forty lepers; and she gave Bixty shillings a jear for 
each leper. The hospital vas dedicated to » Greek aaint (St. Egidius) called 
St. Giles of the Lepers ; and it cootinued, in flourishing circumstances, until the 
dissolulion under Henr; tbc Eighth. The site of the hospital was a little to 
the west of the present church, and St. Giles's pound wa« somewhat west of, 
but opposite to, the spot nbere Meux's brewhousc is now built.> 

Br THE QUENE, 

Trustt, etc. and for aamoclie as we be enfourmed that oon 
Robert Uphome, of the age of xvii. yere, late qucrestcr [cborister] 
unto the moost reverende fader in God our beni uncle the cardinal, 
(whom God aBsoile,) atle his college at Winchestre, is now by Godd's 
viaitacion become lepour; we desire therfore and praye you, sith he 
he hath noon other socour ne lyvclode to lyve upon, but oonly of 
aubnesse of criaten peuple, as it is saidc, that, at reverence of our 
blessed Creatour, and in con tempi acj on of this o' prayer, ye will 
accepte and receive hym into yo' hospital of Seint Giles, unto such 
findinge and lyvelode as other personnes ther in suche cas be accus- 
tomed to have, as we trust you. In which thinge ye shid not 
oonly do a right meriiorie deda to Godd's pleasir, but deserve also of 
DS right especial thanke, etc. 

To the Maister of Seint Giles in the feld besid the Cite of London. 



9, &e. pp. e, 7, 8, ». 
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LXV. 

A Leti'ER from Queen Margaret to Dame Jane Carew. 

This curious letter was written between 1447 and 14^0, and was addressed to 
Jane the widow of Sir Nicholas Carew, lord of Carew.* Jane Courtenay, daughter 
of Sir Hugh Courtenay, and Philippa his second wife, who was a daughter of Sir 
Warine Arcedekne, became, by the death of a sister under age, sole heiress to the 
families of Courtenay of Haccombe and Arcedekne, and was, before she was 
fourteen years of age, married to Sir Nicholas Carew.>> She had the disposal 
of seventeen manors, and this circumstance was probably not overlooked by 
Thomas Burneby, ** sewer for our mouth,'* when he induced his royal mistress 
to write this letter on his behalf. The Queen was herself barely twenty at the 
time, whereas Lady Carew was at least thirty-six. The widow was not of a 
temper to succumb to a royal mandate of this kind,' nor did she, for she sub- 
sequently married Sir Robert Vere, brother to John twelfth Earl of Oxford.^* 
She bore five sons to Sir Nicholas Carew, and to Sir Robert Vere one son, which 
son was subsequently 15th Earl of Oxford. Lady Vere survived both her 
husbands.* Of Thomas Burneby all I can discover is that he was a legatee 

* Sir Nicholas Carew died 8 May, 1447 (25 Hen. VI.) De la Pole's Deyon, p. 130. 

^ The marriage took place in 1424 or 1425. See Inquisition taken at death of Sir 
Hngfa Conrtenay (8 Hen. VI.) Calendar of Inq. P. Mortem, at the College of Anna, 
8 Hen. VI. MS. toI. i. p. 385. 

c She quarrelled with her eldest son by Sir Nicholas, and disinherited him, dividing 
her lands between her other children. (Harl. MSS. No. 1196, fol. 152, 158; and Carew*s 
Survey of Cornwall.) 

* The licence of Lacy, Bishop of Exeter, for the second marriage, bears date 5th Oot^ 
1450. (Bishop Lacy's Register, vol. iii. p. 850.) 

* I have to thank Mr. W. H. Pole-Carew of Antony, and especially Mr. John Carew 
of Exeter, both descendants of " Dame Jane Carew,** for particulars, very kindly fbniished 
me at my request, relating to their ancestress. She founded five distinct fimilies, three, 
of which remain to the present day. I have received from Mr. John Carew the following 
curious document, the original of which is in the muniment room of Haooombe, firom 
which it appears that the lady vms a widow for the second time in 4 Edw. IV. (1464) : — 

*' This Indenture, made the xx^ day of June, the iiii^. year of Kyng Edward the 1111*^ 
betweene Nicholas Goese, William Godde clerkys, and Harry Drewe, on the one partie, 
and Jane y' was the wyif of Robert Veer, knygfat, of the other partie, Witnessith y* the 
said Nicholas, William, and Harry grauntith by this present indenture to the said Jane 
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under the will of CarJIniU Beaufort ;* that he was, wUh u great ninny other 
oSiceri of the HoustihoUl, exempted from tlic operation of an Aut of resumption 
passed In I i50 j' and (hat he steadily adhered to the. House of Lancaster, and 
accompanied the Queen to Scotland in MGl." lie waa probably a native of 
Devon, for I find that there ie a place called " Bumeby " In that county, whieh 
gave name to a fiunily atill exititing at the beginning of tbe seventeenth century. 

By the Quene, 
Right dere and welbeloved, — We gretc you well; and, for as 
moeh as oure trusty and welheloved Squier Thomas Bunieby, sewer 
of our mouth", aswel for the greet zele, love, and a£feccion that he 
halh unto yo' personne, as ibr the womanly and vcrtuouse gover- 
nance that ye be renowned of, deaireth with all his hert to do yow 
worship by wey of marriage, hifore all creatures lyvyng, as he soith ; 
We, desiryng th 'enures, furtherance, and preferring of oure said 
squire, for his nmnyfold merits and deserts, as for the good service 
that he hath don unto my lord and us, and yet therin dayly 
continueth, praye you right afiectuously, that, at reverence of us, 



Ihit hit nholl bo Iswrull to fair dui^ng her Ijif Ca entre into the manor of Haccombe. and 
in the houiyng then) to herbre and loiggt utte tM auch aesana ai thall pleaie hir, and k1» 
to enire in the deere parkc there, there lo enchaso, hunt, lijrile, and bear anj [he dwn 
wjlhjn the raid parke at all luch tymea as ahall plew hlr duryug hjr Ijili and alao Id taka 
jenly durjng hir Ijrit frute growjng upon thia isid maner reaonabl; att bir pleiare for 
hir eiponaea and hir homhold, vilhoute makTog of anj ijder tberof. Furthermore, iha 
•aid Nicbalu. WiUiam, and Harr; gmuniilh b; Ihii pri!«nl writjii; la tbe aaid Jane the 
adrawaon of the ehurche ot Haccnmbe arare«id, in the oounts at UevoDahire; lo have 
and to hold the aaid advowaon to the aaid Jane duiTOg hir ]jit. In witneaie of Ihe which 
the aud paitioa to (bia pmenl wriljng indonljd ohaung^oblj haro pulta lo their aeljs the 
da; and jear abomald." 

To thli deed three aoaU of red wax iire allaclicd. Nicholas Ooaae. at tbia time (USi) 
a Prebandarjof York (Puti B. A. ml. iil. p. lUT). »H afterward), in 1409 and US4. 
Chanoellor of Eieter. (Ibi<l. vgl. i. p. 419.) Whj Lady Vere was not to make aider da«a 
not iq>pear; and it might not be thought respectful to her meuioi; to inquire into Ihe 
matter too eurioual]' I 

• In tbeteoODdoodicil loIbecardiDara will, which bean dale tbe Dth April. 144T,nccurB 
tbe tDllowinghequcat ;— "I bequeath to Thomaa Burnobf, page to in; lad; the queon, ii." 
and acupofnilier-gilt." (TeaUnienra VcliiaU, vol. i. p. 2i5.) » Rot. Vui. >. 19Sa. 

' fwtoa Leilcra, toI. i. p. 247. ' De U Pole's DeroD, p. StT. 
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ye will have Bure said squire towards liis said mariage especially 
recommended, inclynjoig you to his honest desire at this tyme; the 
rather by contemplacion of this oure praier, wherin we trust verreily 
ye shid mo we pourvey right well for yo' self, to yo' greet worship 
and hertsease, and cause us to have yow both in suche tendemesse 
and faver of our good grace, that by reason ye shid holde you right 
well content and pleased ; and how ye thinke to be disposed to our 
pleasir in this partie, ye will acertein us by the bringer of these. As 
our singler trust is in yow. Yeven, etc. at Eltham, the, etc. 

To Dame Jane Carew. 



LXVI. 

A Letter from the E^ing to the Queen. 

By the Ktno. 
Right dere and right entirely bestbeloved wyf, we grete you 
hertly. And, for as moche as We, of oure grace especiall, have 
granted imto John Barham x oks for tymbre^ to be taken in yor 
outwods of Kenel worth, of our yefte, We therfore desire and praye 
you that ye wol see that the said John may have delyverance of the- 
said oks, after th'entent of oure saide grante. And thise oure lettres 
shalbe unto you sufficient warrant, and ftiU discharge of eny em- 
pechement of waste, in this partie. Yeven, etc. the yere of oure 
reign xxvii [1449]. 

To our right dere, etc. wyf the Queue. 



LXVII. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Corporation of London, 
TOUCHING Injuries done to her Tenants of Enfield. 

Tri manor of Enfield formed p»rt of the dower lands of Queen Margaret 
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granted to her by Poriiament.* I have not found tbat the City had anj cUim 
lo exercise acta of ownership at Eofield. 

By tbe Qdene. 

Tbustt and wclbeloved, we grete you wele. Lating you wite 
that, albeit that it hath pleased my lord's highncsse to take cure 
tenants oi'Enfeld into his proteccton of any inaner taking [eK], as 
it appereth by his grant therof under hia signet; yet, nevertheles, 
summe of yo* officers, havyng no rewarde [regarde] therto, unad- 
visely toke fro day to day the horses of our said tenants, into [unto] 
greet contempte of my lord's proteccion, and to oure displeasir. 
Wherfore, we pray you that at reverence of ua ye will geve in 
comandement unto all yC officers t'obeie my said lord's proteccion, 
suSiing our said tenants to Icvo in quiet and rest in that bihalf. 
So that we have no cause to pourvei other remedie in yo' defaulte, 
as we trust you. In which thinge ye shul mowe deserve of us 
right especial thanke therfore in tyme commyng. Teveu, etc. at 
Windesore, the, etc. 

To the Mair and Aldermen of the Cite of London. 

To the Shirefa of the Cite of London, and to either of them. 



A Letter fkom the Queen to the Abcbbibhop of 
Canterbury. 

Thb arcbbishop to whom this letter wu written was probublj either John 
Stafford, who waa Archbishop from 14-13 to 1452, or John Kcmpe, who held 
the BBme poat from 1452 to 1454. Both these prelates were Lords Chanccllora. 
I find recorded in a parcbmetit book nt the Ducby of Lancaster Office that 
John Reignold "Tomao Usaher dt nottre Sule dans Doatre hostel "wu 3rd 
October, 13 Hen. VL CH35), mado porter of the Castle of Monmouth. Moat 
WStcXy he was the same person with John Rci^-nold named in this letter. 

■ BoU P»rl. 1. lis.. 
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Br THE QUENE. 

Eight Reverend Fader, etc. And for as moche as we under- 
stand by a supplicacion presented unto us by John Eeignold, yoman 
of my lord's hall and oures, how that oon John Audeley, a squier of 
youres, hath wrongfully put hym out of certein lyvelode apper^ 
teyning unto o' said servant of right, with many other dyvers 
vexacions and troubles, as in the said supplication closed within this 
ye may see more pleinly. We desire therfore, and pray you hertly, 
that, the said supplication by you diligently seen and deuly examined 
of the trouth, ye will, at reverence of us, after god trouth and good 
conscience, sett a good quiet and rest betwix theym in that behalf, 
havyng our said servant after his honest desire in the seid supplica^ 
tion especially recommended. Shewing him therin th*ease, faver, 
and tendemesse that ye goodly may, so that he may fynde yo' good 
lordship the better disposed to a good and final conclusion in this 
mater by contemplacion of this our praier. As our singler trust is 
in yow. In which thing ye shul, etc. 

To the Archebisshop of Canterbury. 



LXIX. 

From the Queen to the Keeper of Apchild Park. 

Abfibld or Abchild i8 an estate in the parish of Great Waltham, Essex, and 
it is probable, therefore, that it was part of the Queen*8 dower lands, as parcel 
of that manor. It is only a few miles from Fleshy. The letter is dated 28th 
August, 1449. 

By the Queene. 

Welbeloved, we wol and expressly charge you that, for certein 
consideracions moving us, our game within our pare of Apechild, 
wherof ye have the sauF garde and keping, ye do, with all diligence, 
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to be chereashed, lavercd, and kept, without suffryng eny perBonne^' •*. 
of what dcgre, catat, or condicioa that he be, to hunt« there, or "'. 
have course, ahet, or other disportc, in ameDtising oure game above 
said, to th'entent that, at what tyme it shall please us to rcsorte thedre, 
yo' trew acquital may be founden for the good keping and replenish- 
ing therof, to th'ttccomplissement of o' entencion in this partie. 
And that in no wise ye obeJe ne serve eny other warrant, but if hit 
be under our signet, and signed with o' owne hande. And if eny 
personne presume t'attemptc to the contrarie of the preraissea, ye do 
certifGe us of their names; and that ye faill not herof, as ye will 
eschew our displeasure, at yo' peril], and upon forfalture of the 
kepyng of o' said park. Yeven, etc. at Flasshc, the xxviii day of 
Auguste, the yere, etc. xxvii. 

To the Keper of o' Parke of Apcthild or his Depute there. 



LXX. 

A Letter fkom tub Queen to the Executobs of 
Cardinal Beacfort. 



Cabdimil Bgaufuht lul't uine executors to liia will, which is dated SOtb 
Januury, 1446.' Tliis letter is addressed to only three ol" thew, who were 
probably the oi'ting exccutom. Of these Kichaid ^^'alle^ h described by the 
Carilinal as "Manter ot ray household." The Arehblsljop of York was John 
l^mpc, who was elected Archbishop of York 8th April, 1426, appointed a 
Carilinal Itllb December, 1439, and Archbishop of Canterbury in 14S-2.'> The 
" Earl of Dorset," who, in the will, is described as "my nephew the Margueit 
of Dorset," was Edmund Beaufort, third son of John Beaufort, eldest natural 
(but legitimated) son of John of Gaunt and Kathcrinc SwJnfoid, and elder 
brother of Cardinal Beaufort, Edmund Beaufort was created Duke of Somer- 
set 31st March, 144B. The Cardinal died 11th April 1447. The letter 
cannot have been written later than March 1448. The foundation of the 
Queen's letter to the executors, at the instance of Piers Preston, yeoman of the 



jii. Vut. p. 210. 



^ Futi Ecr. Ang 
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'• ^rows, was ibe following clause In the CardJusrg will : "I will tbat the reiidue 
-. bt lay goods not disposed of be applied to works of churity and pious uses, 
according to the discretions and consuiences of my executors; such as relieving 
poor religious bouses, marrying poor maidens, succouring the poor and needy, 
and in other similar works of piety, such as tbey may most deem will tend to 
the health of my soul."* The expression in the letter " for the merit of our 
■aid uaule's soul," seems to refer to the last word^ of this clause. 

By THE QUENE. 

MooST woreliipfiil Fader in God, cure right wel beloved couam, 
right trusty and welbeloved, we grete you well; and, for as rooclie 
as my lord's servant and cures, Piers Preston, yomanne of the 
Crowne, hath leten us wite that con W. Frutes and Agues Knoghton, 
poure creatures and of vertuous conversacion, pourposyng to leve 
under the lawe of God in th'ordre of wedlok, have made togedre a 
lawfull contract likly by thaire discrescions to be of sad [seriona] and 
commendable reule, if they were put forth and rclevcd by some 
aulines at this tymc. Wheruppon my said lord's servant and oures 
right humbly hath besoghl us that it wolde please us to have theym 
towards you, in scying unto theym of aulmcs of the goods of our 
beal uncle the cardinal, on whose soulo God have raereye, especially 
recommended. We, atte instance and humble supplicacion of ouro 
said servant, and in especial the meritorie in relcvement of the said 
pore creatures of so vertuea pourpos and laudable entencion, as it is 
reherced, desire and hertly praye you that ye wil, atte reverence of 
us, and for the merit of oure said uncle's soule, have theym in such 
tendcrnesse and faver, in departing with them of the said aulmeMe, 
that they may perceive thise oure lettres unto theym vailable. And 
that thei fare the better by contemplaciou of this oure praier, as our 
full trust is yn yow. In which thing, etc. At W, the Jtviii. day 
ofM. 

To th'archhishop of York, Cardinal, Th'erle of Dorset, and Ric 
Waller, Executoures of our Oncle lat« Cardinal of England. 



• Toum. Vfll, 261, 2E3i >nd Cusui'i LitM of Buhopn of Wliicbialcr, *ol, i. p. tK. 
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A Letter from the Queen to the Abbess of Barking, 
IN Essex. 

Cathekinb se la Pole, niece to William Earl, Marquis, and Duke of 
Suffolk, iraa Abbess of Barking or Berking, an ancient and well endowed 
nunnery of the Benedictine order in Essex, from *. d. 1433 to a. d. 1473.* 
There can be no doubt that it was to her this letter was addreesed. This lady 
bad at one time under her care Edmund and Jasper Tudor, sons of the Queen 
dowager Kfttbarine of Valois by her second husband Owen Tudor."" Robert 
Oibeme was a squire in attendance on Klug Henry the Sixth, in 14C4,' and, as 
appears from this letter, bis secretary ; but I hate not found any trace of his 
ever haTing li»ed in the county of Essex. 

By the Qdene. 

Bere Cousine and right welbeloved in God, We grete yow wele; 
and, for &s moclie as oure welbeloved Robert Osbem, squier, and my 
lorde'a servant in th' office of his secretary, is inhabited nygh unto 
yow, and is yo' tenant, as he seith; desiryng to do yowe service and 
pleasure, and therto hath and boo purposeth to be disposed with all 
his hert, we praye youe Cousyn, affectuously, that, considerynge his 
will [and] sette purpose, ye wol, as wel therfore, as at the reverence 
of us and this oure instance, be unto hym good and favorable ladye, 
in his honest desires and resonablc offers, and shew unto hym and 
unto his wif the tendre binevolence of yo' good ladyship, in suche 
wise as they may fynde this oure writing unto thayme vaiLable, for 
oure sake, and at oure contemplacion, as we therlbre may have cause 
especially to thank yow. Yeven at, etc, 

Tq th'abbesse Berking. 



• Dugd. Moo. i. iSfl, 437. 

• Proo. of Pri. Co. li. 224. 
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LXXII. 

Letter of the Queen, acknowledging that Sir John 
Montgomery, Knight, holds land of her in Enfield, 
as tenant in capite. 

If the Sir John Montgomery mentioned in this document is the same person 
who is referred to in the introduction to the next letter, the Queen's signet 
most have been put to it on the 22nd day of November, 1448,* but a short 
time before his death. The post mortem inquisition of Sir John Montgomery 
does not mention any lands at Enfield,^ nor hare I been able to find that any 
part of the parish of Enfield is called " Goldyngesfeld,** unless ** Grongsfield*' be 
a corruption of that name.^ 

Margaret A, Dei gratia Regina Anglic ct Francis, et Domina 
Hibemise, omnibus ad quos presentes literas peirenerint, salutem. 
Sciatis, No8 vicesimo primo die Octobris ultimo prseterito, apud 
Waltham Crosse, reccpisse, de praedilecto milite nostro Johanne 
Montgomery, fidelitatem, pro quadam parcella terrse vocata Gold- 
yngesfeld, infra dominium nostrum de Enfeld, quam de nobis tenet 
in capite, per servitutem supradictam. In cujus rei testimonium 
presentibus signetum nostrum fecimus apponere. Datum apud 
Eltham, mensis Novembris die vicesimo secundo, anno regni me- 
tuendissimi Domini mei regis Henrici Sexti vicesimo septimo. 



Maboambt, by the grace of Grod Queen of England and France, and lady of 
Ireland, to all to whom these present letters shall come, health. Know ye that 
we, on the 21st day of October last past, at Waltham Cross, received the [oath 
of] fealty orour dearly beloved knight John Montgomery for a certain parcel 
of land called ** Goldyngesfeld,** within our lordship of Enfeld, which he holds 
of us in chief by the service aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have caused 
our signet to be put to these presents. Given at Eltham the 22nd day of 
November, in the year of the reign of my most dread lord King Henry the 
Sixth the twenty-seventh (1448). 

• The 27 Hen. VI. began 1 Sept. 1448. and ended the Slat Augutt, 1449 (Nicolas). 
i> Inq. P. M. 27 Hen. VL No. 86. « Robinson's Enfield, i. 76. 
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FuOM THE Queen to the Keepebop Falkeborne Pahk, 
OR HIS Deputy there, 

Elizabeth dauglter to William Lord Say, and heir to her brother John 
Lord Say, (who died under age in 1382-3, 6 Riub. II.), wbb born in 1366. 
She married, first. Sir John Fallesley, or de Falvesle, a knight of Northamp- 
touahire; secondly, Sir Will iam Heron; and died Bth Julj, 1399 (23 Rich. II). 
Both her busbanda vrere sumiuoned to Parliament as Lord Say. in her right ; 
and Sir William Heron, wbo survived her, continued to be Eumnioned by the 
■ame title up to hts own death, in November, 1404. Previously to big death 
Sir William Heron married, aa his second nife, Elizabeth, sister of Ralph Lord 
Sudeley, and widow of Sir Henry Norbury, This lady, on her second mar- 
riage, was called Lady Say, and nas "Dauie Elizabeth the Lady Say," men- 
tioned in this letter. After the death of Sir William Heron, she married, 
thirdly, Sir John Montgomery. Sir John Montgomery, who was the owner 
of Falkeborne, amongst other estates in Eusex, waa at one period Privy Coun- 
cillor to John Duke of Bedford, and is the first-named on a list of the gentry 
of Essex returned by certain commissioners in 1433-4(12 Hen. VI.)* His 
marriage with Lady Say must have taken place not later than 1431, as their 
second son, Sir Thomas Montgomery, was born in 1433, Sir John Montgo- 
mery died in 1448-9. His wife, by what an English historian calls "a far- 
fetched courtesy,"' was allowed to retain the title of Ladj Say, until her death 
in 1464. In her will, which is in the British Museum,' she speaks of " her 
place at Falkeburne," and desires to be buried in the Friory of Erdbury in 
the county of Warwiuk, where, she says, " the bones of her ancestors rest." 
This refers to that priory, which was uf the Augustioiau order, having been 
founded by a Ralph de Sudeley in the reign of Henry the Second.* The 
Queen's letter is dated at Fleshy, (which is not more than nine miles west of 
Falkeburne,) and was probably written very shortly after Sir John Monlgo- 
mery's death. Lady Say was mother to a Sir Thomas Montgomery, who, a 
K very distinguished man, was of so pliant a mind, that be managed to b« in 
favour with Henry VI., Edward IV,, Richard HI., and Henry VU. He died 



• Fuller'! Worlbia, p. S37. ^ Motant, 11. 118. 
< UdwI. HSS. No. 860 B. ta. 107, tad Coll. TopDg. Ui. lOS. 

* Dugd. Bu. 1. 4ZS; Moout. ii. SflE; Antiq. Wuw. 10T4, 107S. 
CAHD. 80C. P 
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nth January, 1494. A daughter of Ladj Saj, Alice Montgomery (she had two 
daughters of the same name), married John Fortescue, a great-nephew of Sir John 
Fortescue, Lord Chief Justice, and author of the De kntdibus legum Anglue^ 

Br THE QUENE, 

Welbeloved, — For as moch as oure dere and welbeloved dame 
Elizabeth the Lady Say hath granted us to have our disporte in hir 
park of Falbome, at what tyrae it shall please us to resorte thedre, 
and in to this cuntrey ; We wol and charge you, that the game there 
be faveured, cherisshed, and kepte, without sufFryng any personne^ 
of what degre, estat, or condicion that he be of, to hunte there, or 
have cours, shet, or other disporte, in amentising the game above- 
said, without an especial comniandement of us or of the said Lady 
Say; and that ye faill not herof in no wyse. Yeven, etc. at Plasshe 
the XXX. day of August, the yere, etc, xxvii. 

To the Keper of Falborne Park, or to his depute there. 



LXXIV. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Duke or Exeter. 

AspsDSN or Aspenden Manor, on the Rib, between Westmill and Banting- 
ford, Herts, came, early in the 15th century, to William Berkeley, whose only 
daughter and heir, Elizabeth, married Ralph Jocelyn, esq. Alderman of Lon- 
don, and third son of Geoffrey Jocelyn of Sawbridgeworth in the same county of 
Herts. Ralph Jocelyn held this manor in right of his wife, and resided there 
in 1484 (12 Hen. VI.), when he was returned as being able to dispend 102. 
per annum, "which was a fair estate in those days.** He appears to have been 
afterwards (1458) sheriff*, and (1464) Lord Mayor of London.^ Whether 

» Morant, it 116. The Forteflcnet sold Falkebnme in the 17th century to the Ballocki, 
the present owners. Neither at Falkebume Hall, which is a strikingly fine old mansion, 
nor at the church, unless possibly in an ancient window near the pulpit on the north side, 
is there any trace of the Montgomery family. 

b Ghaunoy's Herts, vol. i. pp. 82 and 248. 
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" Rulph JoSBelyn, draper of Loadoii," wbo yras dlMetsed, waa the aldermaii, 
seems doubtful. The letter was cerlniiily written after 1443. I inuline to 
think that the nobleman to whom it was addressed was John Holland, created 
third Duke of Exeter in 1443, and who died (acuording to Sir II. Nieolas) in 
1446,* or (aceording to Dugdale), 1447.'' The letter may, however, have been 
written to Henry his son, the fourth duke. I find no eonnection between 
AspedeD Manor and any Duke of Exeter. Ilenrj the fourth duke was dan- 
gerously wounded at Bamet, lighting on the Lancastrian side, and lay untended 
on the field from 7 A.m. to 4 p.m.; he recovered, however, and fled beyond sea, 
where he lived in great poverty. De Comincs relates that he saw him in such 
great distress that he ran barelegged after the Duke of Burgundy, begging 
his bread, for God's sake. Ho was at Icnglb, in 1473, found dead in the sea 
between Dover and Calais, though it was not known bow he got there.' Tho- 
mas Sharnbome, the Queen's squire, was of a very aneient family In Norfolk, 
of which Spelman hni written the history in Latin. Thomas Sharnburne mar- 
ried Jomona Chcrncys, a lady in attendance on Queen Margaret.'' Sharn- 
burne, which appears to have belonged to thu family, is a village near San- 
dringhom, in the north-western part of Norfolk, not far from the sea. I sus- 
pect that it was this " Thomas Sharnburne " who is mentioned, under the name 
of " Sharinborn," as hearing a message from the Queen to Elizabeth Clere ;* 
and perhaps also he waa the sheriff of Suffolk against whose conduct at a 
county election the Duke of Norl'uik petitioned the Council in 1434.' 

Br THE Qdene. 
Right truBty and light entierly Ixiluved Cousyn, — We grete, etc. 
And for as modi as our trusty and wclbeloved squier Thomas Sham- 
liornc hath do us to be cnformed, how, albeit tliat li^s cousin liauf 
JosEelyn, draper, of London, was wrongfully disseised of the Manoir 
of Aspodon in Hertfordshire, and thcruppon an enquest late paased 
with hyra, afformyog his trewe title and right, as, of verrey trouth 
and law, they ought to do, as it ia said ; yet, nevertheles, th'adversariea 
of the said Ruuf, scing that they may not, by right ne la we, opteine 
thairc entente ne wrongful! purpoa iu this partie, have enfefl'ed you 
in the said manoir, uppon hope and truste to be supported by you in 



• Sjn. pMf. vol. i. p. 224. 

' PHace'i Worthiw of Devon, p. SU3. 

• Putoii L«ll«n, vol. i. p. SO. 



<• Dogd. Bar. vol. li. pp. Sl>, 81, 
' Spelman *■ Eiigli»l> Worki, p. 1V3. 
' ActiolP.C. «l. IBd. 
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thaire injurious pntencion m that belialf; We, knowyng verteily 
yo' good and naturale disposicion towards tLe faver and tcndcmcssc 
of troutlj and jiistice, desire and prayc you, the rather sith o' said 
aquier is by negh possibilite heritier to the same manoir, ye will, at 
reverence of us, be bo good lord unto the said Josselyn, that he may 
be Buffred t'enioie and possedo his said right without ony intcrrupcion 
or meddlyng, byyo^Eupporte to the contrane; soo that he may fynde 
in cSect thise our Itittrcs unto hym vailable, aa our full and singler 
trust, etc. Which thing, etc. Yeven, etc, 
To the Due of Exccstre. 



A Letter thom the Queen to the Bailiffs, etc, of heb 
Man OB OF Great Waltham. 

Thb luaaor of Great Waltham (Chelmsford hundred), Essex, was part of the 
estate! of Ilumplirc; de Bobun, Ertrl of Hereford, Essex, and Northampton, 
which came to Henrj the Fifth bj partition. From him" it descended to his 
ion, and it ia included in the duchjr of Laucnater. Mornnt calls it a "noble 
manor," Great Waltliom ia about three milea S.£, of Pleshj, 

A CLOSE Letter. 
Mabgarete, by the grace of God, Quene of England and of 
France, and Ladye of Ireland, To our baUlives, fermora, or other 
occupiers of our manoir of Greet Wultham, in the countic of Essex, 
that now is, or for the tyme shatbe, grcting. For as much as we of 
our especial grace, the ix day of October, the xxvii yei-e of my lord's 
reignc, have granted, by oure letters pat«nteB, unto our trusty and 
welibeloved squier Thomas Sharnborne xx" oF Etoilings, to be taken 
of our manoir of Greet Waltham, in the couutie of Essex, every yero 
at the feats of Ester and Michelmassc, by evyn porciona, by th'asdcs 
of oure bailUvcs, ferniors, and other ministrea or occupiours of ouc 
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Baid manoir, as in the said letters patents it appereth more pleiiily; 
We wol and charge you that, the said letters patents by you seen, 
ye do, thereupon, after the cotinuc [contents, rontenu] and purport 
of the same letters, paie unto our said squier the said xx" yerely, at 
the times above prefixed; receivyng of oure said squier letters of 
acquittances, witnessing the payment which ye doo to hym; by the 
which letters and these presents we wol that ye have due allowaBce 
in your accompts, Teven, etc. at our castell of Plasshe, the xx** 
day of August, clie yere of, etc. xxvii. [1449.] 

To our baillivee, fermors, or other occupiours of out Manoir of 
Greet Waltham in the countie of Essex, that now be, or for the 
tyme shalbe. 



LXSVI. 

From the Queen to the Eahl of XoRTnuMBERLANo. 

Thomas Lord Camoja of Broadiratcr (SuBflex) K.G. ilieJ 28tli Mareb, 1421 
(9 Hen. V.) His eldest »oa Richard had died before bim, leaving an infnat 
son, Hugh, and two daughters. The infunt bod died earl; in the reign of 
Henr; VI., and the baron; of Camojs remaiaed in aliejancc between tbe tno 
daughters, and was not revived until 1839, in the present Lord Caiaoys. But 
Thomas Lord Comoys tefl also a second son, Sir Roger Canioys, ivho, in 
the 22 Hen. VI. (1443-4), was taken prisoner in Fraoce, and, it is said, was 
there detained in great misery.' It appears that Sir Matthew Gougb,''a brave 
Welsh knight, who was "a man of great wit, and much experience in feata of 



> Dogd, Bar. toI. i. p. T6S b, and Segu'i Baronage, MS. (>l the College of Ainu) 
fi>. 308. The nune of Sir Roger Catnojs doea not occur in Uie Cnraoys Peerage Claim. 
I naeeiie that Sir Roger Carooja, wliu would have been the oeit male heir, bad the 
peerage not bern in sbejancD, via eallvl Lord Camoja. by courtesj. 

' This valiant leader, who wu, at one time, governor of Liiieui, in Normandj, 
Bguna in the French chroniclei, sometimes u " Matliago " (HIM. de Prance par Henri 
Martin, vol. Til. p. S31)i and wTnetimes limplj a* "Qo" (Daain, ml. i. p. 227). 
He was an an«e*ior of Richard Qough tlie antiquary. 
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chWalrj, the which, in continual wars, h»d vntiantly aerfed King* Benry Um 
TiCih anil Sixth, in the porU bcjond the sea,"' aegocinted Lord Comoys'i ran- 
eom, and to that end pledged bimeelf Ibnt a large sum ot monej ^ should be 
pwd on s certain day. As a further and, aa it probably was deemed, a belter 
lecurity, the Earl of Northumberland gave his " obligation " or bond for the 
■aae purpose. The Earl failing to pay at the day. Sir Matthew Gough, and 
perhaps Lord Camoys also, were in peril ; hence the Queen's letter. Afttr 
giving so many proofs of valour abroad,*Sir Matthew Gough periiihed ignobly 
in 14^0 in what is called the Battle of Londun Bridge, ogamat Jade Cado. 
This letter was written between 144^ and 14^0. 

By the Quene. 

Right trusty and riglit welbelovcd Couajn, — We grete you well, 
lattyng you witte that, upon trueto and scurte of yo' obligacion, 
wherinne ye were bounden, as wo be enfonned, unto our welbeloved 
aquier Mathew Gogh, in two thousand salut}, for the finance of the 
lord Camoys, wc were the rather inclined and benevolent to desyro 
0^ said aquyer, by o' Icttres, to do all his peyne and diligence for 
dclyverance of the eaid lord. At whos instance and request o' said 
squicr toke upon hym to ley his sciee [sele?] in this mater. And it 
b now soo, that he hath acertecned us that the day profixte of yaf 
payment is past and ronne; so that the charge lyth now upon hyin, 
and must ncds be droven by justice t'linswear that to hymself, and 
likly, in yof defaulte, to be dishonoured and rebuked for ever; the 
which wc suppose ye will take right nigh to hert, in eapeciall silh 
he was brought in thereto by yof mene. Wherfore we deaire and ex- 
horte you, upon yo'. worship, that, in all goodly haete, ye do content 
yor said summe, in savyng o' said squier harmelea, so that we be do 
more called upon, in lake of yo' devoir, and trew acquitall, in this 
partie. Yeven, etc. at Windsor, the viii. day of March. 

To th'erl of North. 



• lliJI's Oironiclii, p. 323. 

» auOUnluCiL The nlut wu a goliJ I'oiii uf the valueorSA it 
tol. ill, p, SSI .) 8«g alia Lcl>luie, Tmilc Il>bIori4ua da Mann 
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LXXVII. 

From thk Queen to the Mavor and Sheriffs op London. 

At Ibe time at wbich ttiis letter -waa written tlie Cordvrainera hsi] odIj letelj 
been incorporated. Msitland sajs this took place in 1410,* Seymour in 1439. ■ 
This letter must have borne date after 1445, as ibat was the year of the 
Queen's marriage. 

Bt thk Qdsnb. 

Trdsty, etc. We grete you well; lettyng you witc that John 
Lory, oure cordewnner, is so occupied in our service, other while in 
liis craft, and other while in comyug townrds us, at such tymes as 
we shall have nede of his crnfte, and send for hyra, that he may not 
appere and attend in enqucsts, in the cite of London. Wlierfore we 
praye you, thatduryng the tyme that he is iii such wise oure eervant, 
ye will not suSre hym to be empanelled, hut therein sparing hym at 
reverence of us, so that he he no more vexed, ne cmpeched, in thai 
behalf. As we truste yowe. In which thing, etc. Yeven, etc. the 
11 day of November. 

To the Mair and Shirefs of London. 



A Letter from the Qdeen to John Somerton, one op 
THE Customers of Sobthampton. 

Marmasuke Luulet, Dishop of Carlisle, was Lord Treasurer during 
;he year 1447-8; therefore tliis aud the neit letter were written in that 
fear.' The Queen's dower settled on her at her marriage was valued at 



' Pai1iun*nUuj Pipsr X. prcfiiad to Purl. Hist. 



jurvej' of Lanilun, lal. ii. p. 378. 
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3,666^ 13#. 4d. per annum, of which 1,000/. was charged on the customs of 
the port of Southampton. It would seem from these letters that the payments 
from this source were sometimes in arrear, and perhaps it was for this very 
reason that, at the end of the year 1447, it was agreed at the Parliament held 
at St. Edmundsbury to commute the money payments for lands parcel of the 
duchy of Lancaster.* Sir John Wenlok, although now Chamberlain to the 
Queen, and advanced to the rank of a Knight of the Garter by King Henry 
the Sixth, subsequently sided with the Yorkists, and was attainted by the Par- 
liament held at Coventry 38 Hen. VL (aj>. 1460). He was present with King 
Edward IV. at the battle of To?rton Heath, and was rused by him to the 
peerage ; but, following the fortunes of Richard Keyille, Earl of Warwick, he 
again changed sides, fought at Barnet, and was slain at Tewkesbury.^ 

By THE QUENE. 

Tbusty, etc. We desire and praye yowe, and also exhorte yow 
and require yow, that, of suche money as is dewe unto us, at Michel- 
masse tenne last passed, of oure dover [dower] , assigned to be paied 
of the custumers of Suth [Southampton] by yo' handes, ye will do 
yo' peyne and diligence that we may be contented and paied in al 
hast. And of the day of yo' payement ye will acerteine by writynge 
oure right wclbeloved knight Sir John Wenlok oure chamberlayn, 
which knoweth in what wise the said money must be emploied and 
bestowed in all possible hast; and that ye faile not herof as we 
truste, and as ye thinke to stande in continuance of the favor of 
oure good grace, and t'cschewe oure displeasure. Yeven, etc. 

To John Somerton, oon of the custumers of Suth. 



A Letteb by the Queen to Marmaduke Lumley, Bishop 

OF Cablisle. 

By the Quene. 
Revebend fader in God, etc. We grete, etc. desiryng herdy 
and praying yow that ye doo write yo' lettres unto J. Somerton, oon 

• RoU Pari. T. 118 b. ^ Ihigd. Bar. u. 264. 
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of [the custumers of] Suthampton, yevynge him stretely in com- 
mandement to paye and contente us of oure money dewe unto us at 
Michelmasse last passed, of oure dower, assigned to be paied of the 
customs of Suthampton ; whicjh we must paye, in all possible hast, 
for suche causes that lyen us right nigh to hert; havynge th'exploit 
herof in suche recommendacion and favor, that we may cause to cun 
yow therfor right especial thanks; as oure fiill trust, etc. At W. ut 
supra. 

To the Bishop of Carliel, Tresorier of England. 



LXXX. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Mayor and Corporation 

OF Southampton. 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved. For asmuch as our welbeloved Robert 
Bedale, [who] desireth to do you service in th'office of Waterbailif, is 
Serjeant of Southampton; to the which, as we be enformed, he is 
right hable and sufficiant, as wel in his trouth and discrecion as in 
other cunyng ; We, at instance and supplication of certein our 
servants attendinge right negh aboute oure personne, desire and 
pray you therfore, that, at reverence of us, ye will have the said 
Robert to the said occupacion especially recommended, and admitte 
hym thereto, before all other; as we truste you. In which thing, 
etc. At Wynds[orc,] the etc. 

To the Mair and his brethern of Southamton. 



CAMD. 800. Q 
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LXXXI. 

A Letter from Queen Margaret to the wife of a man op 
high rank, thanking her for assistance given to 
George Assheby, Clerk of her Signet, and requesting 

HER further benevolence. 

The reference in this letter to the death of the Duke of Gloucester shews 
that it was written after 1447, in February of which year the Duke died (or 
was murdered) at Bury St. Edmund's. It may have been addressed to Alice 
Duchess of Suffolk, granddaughter of Geoffrey Chaucer, whose husband was 
at this time chief minister ; or to Alianorc Duchess of Somerset, whose husband, 
Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, succeeded to the Duke of Suffolk, on 
his murder, at sen, in May 1450.* George Asheby appears to have been in the 
service of the Duke of Gloucester, and was at this time " clerk of our signet" 
He was a poet of some note. He wrote, amongst other works, a moral poem 
for the use of Henry Prince of Wales, intituled " On the Active Policy of a 
Prince,** which is still extant amongst Bishop More*s MSS. at Cambridge, No. 
492. The author is said to have completed this poem in his eightieth year.^ 
George Asheby died 20th February, -1474, and is buried at Harefield, Middle- 
sex, where the family was settled as early as 1471.' The Ashebys resided at 
an ancient mansion in that parish called Breakspears, still existing.' The 
letter was probably written between 1447 and 1454. 

By the Quene. 

Dere and welbcloved, we grete you well. And it is reported 
unto us, that atte reverence of us, and for the service that our ser- 
vant Gtjorge Asheby, clerc of oure signet, standeth in with us, ye, as 
mene to yo' husbande, have hadd [him] in right good faver and 
tendemesse, towards expedicion of payment of his wages deue unto 
him by the Due of Glouc. that last died ; wherof we thanke you 
hertly, praying you right affectuously that ye wil continue so forth 
yo'' binevolence and good disposicion to th'exploit of his agremcnt 
in this partie. As we, etc. at P. &c. 

• Dugd. Bar. ii. 189a. *» Ritson, Bibli. Poet. p. 43. Warton's Eng. Poetry, iii. 80. 

< Collect. Top. et Geneal. v. 125, et teq. and 210. 

<< For a description of this ancient mansion see Gent. Mag. Sept. 1 823. 
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LXXXII. 

A Letter fbom the Queen to the Duke of Somerset. 

Edmund Beaufoet, Marquess of Dorset, was created Duke of Somerset 
3l8t March, 1448 (26 Hen. YL), and lost his life in the first battle of St. 
AIban*s in 1455. I conceive this letter to have been written to him between 
the jcars 1450 and 1454, when he occupied the post of chief minister. 

By the Quene. 

Eight trusty and right entierly beloved Cousyn, we grete you 
well ; desyring and praying you that, in suche things as oure dere 
and welb. servant. Marguerite Stanlowe, oon of oure gentilwomen, 
shall have for to do towards you, ye will atte reverence of us have 
hir towards you especially recommended, helping, furthering, and 
supporting hir, with all th'ease, faver, and tendemesse that ye goodly 
may by right and trouth, demening [i.e. managing for] hir in such 
wise, that she may have cause to reporte unto us of yo' good dis- 
posicion towards hir at this tyme, to th*accomplissement of our en- 
tencion in this partie. As we truste, etc. 

To the Due of Somerset. 



LXXXIII. 

A Letter from the Queen to her Wardrober. 

This letter being addressed to the Wardrober, and dated the 10th Decem- 
ber, 1449, was probably intended for Richard Wellden, who served the Queen 
in her great wardrobe, under Robert Rolleston, clerk, for eighteen years and 
more, and who on this account is exempted from the operation of an Act of 
Resumption of 28 Hen. VI (1450).* 

• Rot Pari. V. 188. 
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By the Quene. 

Wakderober. We wol and charge yow, that, unto oure welbe- 
loved Squier Lewis ap Med, ye do deliver iii yeards of fine russet cloth, 
and ii yeards ditto of blacke saten fiigury (figured ?)y to be taken of 
oure yeft. And this bill, signed with oure hand, the x day of De- 
cern bre the yere of my lord^s reigne xxvii, shalbe youre warrant* 



LXXXIV. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Archbishop op 

Canterbury. 

Fbom the contents of this letter it would seem to have been addressed to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in his capacity of Lord Chancellor ; but, as there 
were three Archbishops of Canterbury (John Stafford, John Kcmpe, and Tho- 
mas Bourchier) succeeding each other as Lords Chancellors between the years 
1443 and 1455, it is impossible to say to which of them the supplication of 
William Dorset was sent. I have found at the Record Office the name of 
*^ William Dorset** in a bill addressed to Lord Chancellor Stafford; but there 
is nothing to shew that he was the ** William Dorset ** named in this letter. 

By the Quene. 

Eight worshipfull fader in God, etc. And for asmoch as oon 
William Dorset hath presented unto us a supplication, complaynyng 
him of divers injuries and disheritances doon unto hym and his 
wyf, as in the same supplication closed withinne thise ye may see 
more pleynly ; We desire and pray yow, that, the said supplication by 
yow seen, ye will pourvey therupon such remedie, as fer as in yow is, 
that the seid William may have al that to him rightfully belong 
in that mater ; havy ng him towards yow the more tenderly recom- 
mended atte reverence of us and by contemplacion of this oure 
praier; as o*" singler trust in yow. In which, etc 

To tharchbisshop of Cant. 
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A Lettek from the QuEiix to the Ducitess of Souehset. 

EuMUND Beal'fobt, Dukc of Somei'^ct, grandBon of John of GauDt, was 
first-couain of King Uenry V., and firat-cuusin once ruiiioved of King Henry 
VI, Ills wife was Alinnore, one of the daughters and eoheira of Richard lleau- 
chump, Enrl of Wurwick.* The duke was the laat En;;li8h gOTeroor of Nor- 
Dundy, and, iu that capacity, surrendered lo the Frencb, in 1450, Cherbourg, 
the lust place held by the English in that country. In ihe same year occurred 
the murdur of Williatn de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, to whose power id the 
ministry and credit with the Queen the Duke of Somerset aucceeded." Ilewoa 
BucceseCul in quelling Jack Cade's insurrection, and retained hi» post of chief 
minister until 1434, when Kichard Duke of Yoi'k (who was beginning to aim 
at the Crown), having, in consequence of the King's illness, been appointed 
Lieutenant of the kingdom, he was sent lo the Tower, Soon, however, on the 
King's partial reatoratinn to health, he regained hia liberty, and bia former 
power. Re termiDated his career at the first battle of Si. Alban'a on the 22nd 
May, liSS.' He was buried in the abbey.'' This letter was probably written 
between the years 1450 and 1454, nbeu Soinewet was at the head of aflaira. 
That such a letter, reqaesting the " mediation " of the wife of the miniater 
with her husband, that cllect might be given to a rojal grant, should hare 
been deemed requiaile or fitting, may perhaps he taken as some proof {if any 
were wanting) of the truth of the remark of one of our chroniclers that the 
King was " a ruler not ruling."' I can find nothing further relating to Bobert 
Eduunde, nor ha^e I met with the Letters Patent granting to him the three 
hundred and threescore franks.' Calculating according to the rule laid down 
by Mr. Uallsni, the grant to Robert Edmund would be worth iu our money as 
much as 230/.( 



• Dugd. Bu. li. 124. " Kqhis, val. iii. pp. ITT. ISS; «n<l tte p. IU. aolr. 
t Udiim, voL ill. p. 300. ' Wec*er'> Fun. Mon. p. 5T8. 

• HaU, (28 Hen. VI.) 

< The fnnk, a veiy ancient coin in Franee, wa« tlnick hy Henry VI. u King of that 
Tountcj,— Diet, da Originn (Franc), p. (101. See alio Ruding's Annnis of Dm Coinage, 
vol. ii. p. 300, atid Yul. iii. Hupplcmeiit, pait u. plaU uiL IG; Letilanc, 1'nfl6 Hiitnrique 
dca Hunnojw de Fianco, pp. 2ST, 298. t Middle Ag«, chap. ii. part ii. 
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Br THE QUENE. 

Right dere and right entierly welbeloved Cousine, we grete 
you hcrtely well. And for asmoche as it hath liked unto my 
lord's highnesse to graunte unto our wel [beloved] squier, Robert 
Edmunde, the some of iii®. iii**. franks, as in my said lord's lettres 
patents it apperith more plainly ; wherupon my lord writith, at this 
tyme, unto oure cousyn yo^ husband, for the special recommendacion 
of oure said squier in this behalf; we desire and hertly pray yow, 
that, atte reverence of us, ye will, by yo' good and tendre mediacion, 
shew herin such diligence to th'accomplissement of my lord s en- 
tencion, that oure said squier may rejoisse [enjoy] my said lord's 
graunt, and the rather by contemplacion of this oure prayer ; as oure 
full trust is in yow. Wherein ye shuU mowe desire [deserve] of us 
right especial thanke, unto oure greet plesaunce, at this tyme. 
Yeven, etc. at Windesore, etc. 

To oure Cousine the Duchesse of Somerset. 



LXXXVI. 

A Letter to the Duke of Somerset. 

Edmund Beaufobt Duke of Somerset having been chief minister from 
1450 to 1454, it is probable that this letter was written to him between those 
years. John Viscount Beaumont, the first nobleman who bore the title of 
Visconnt in England," and K.6., a firm Lancastrian, was slain at the battle 
of Northampton, 10 July, 1459 (38 Hen. VI.)^ He was a legatee under the 
will of Walter Lord Hungerford, dated 1 July, 1449, of **a cup of silver with a 
cover bordered with gold, and on it a knob of gold ; with which cup the most 
noble Prince John Duke of Lancaster was of^en served, and in which he did 
use to drink so long as he lived.*** Lord Hungerford speaks of Lord Beau- 
mont as lineally descended from the Dukes of Lancaster. Sir H. Nicolas 
shews that he was descended from the EarU of Lancaster.** 

• Dugd. Uar. vol. ii. p. £4. *> Ibid. 

« Tent. Vet. 259. '* Ibid. n. 2. 
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By toe Quene. 

Eight trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin, wc grete you 
full herlly and often tymes well. And for asmoch as my lord 
writelh his cBpeciall Icttrea unto you, desiryng affectuoualy, for cer- 
tein considcrafioos comprised in the same, our cousyn the Viscont 
Beaumont, to be recompensed and seen unto after his estate, and 
after the qunntile of lyvflod that he hath lefle in the counte of 
Manor [Maine f] , like as in the said lettres it more pleynly appcrcth. 
Wc therfore havyng respccte both unto my said lord's writyng, and 
&Iso unto the great chiertc that he hath our said cousin Jn, pray you, as 
hertly as we can, that, as well at the reverence of my lord as at 
con templacion of us and this ourc writyng, ye will ordeine and see unto 
the recompensacion of the same oure cousyn, after my lord's dc^rc 
and cntent, and boo wc may have cau9c to thankc you. Ycven, etc. 

To the Due of Somerset. 



A Letter from tbe Quken to the Bibhop of Norwich. 

Tub Bishop of Norwich, to whom tliis letter was addressed, wna Walter Le 
Hurl, de llart, L^ri^hard, or hybeH or Lyghert, who ia said to have been ii 
CorniEh luaD, and conreseor lo the Queen.* He presided over the diocese of 
Norwich from 1446 to 1472.>< Eduiond Clerc, the Queen's Bijuire, was ion of 
John Clere of Omicaby in the countj of Norfolk. He is oflcn mentioned in 
the Faiton Letters, snd wrote one of the moat interesting letters in that very 
curious collection.* 

Bt the Quene. 
Reverend fader, etc. And for as moche as our squier, Ed- 
mond Clere, deeireih to have hia cousin T. S. sergeant of Norwich, 
by the grant of the Mair, Aldermen, and Commonaltie of the Cite 

of Norwich; We, havyng consideracion tliei wol be gretly reuled 

• Gmp. Tlicol. [lii'l. " F«li Ecd. Angl. ii. 4ll7. ' TmIuh l«ller», .ol. i. p. 81. 
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and demened by you in this partie, as it is said, pray you right 
hertly that, in accomplissement of our said squier's entencion, in this 
mater, ye will have the said T. towards yo' good lordship especially 
recommended, and do such dilligence, by all goodly meenes, that 
the said citizens wol, at yo' request, in contemplacion of o*" letters at 
this tyme, admitte the seid T. unto th'occupacion abovesaid. As 
our singler, etc. Yeven, etc. 

To the Bisshop of Norwiche. 



LXXXVIII. 

From the Queen to Master \V[ili/Iam] S[croop]. 

This and the following letter are placed together as referring to the same 
matter ; in the MS. they are separated. Gretham or Greatham Hospital is a 
very ancient foundation still existing in the county of Durham. William 
Scroop or Le Scroop was Master from 1451 to 1463,* and also Archdeacon of 
Durham.** Robert Neville, fourth son of Ralph Neville, Earl of Westmer- 
land, by Joan of Lancaster, a daughter of John of Gaunt by Katharine Swin- 
ford, was Bishop of Durham from 1437 to 1457.' He was first-cousin once 
removed to King Henry YI. and is said to have been of a peaceful and bene- 
volent disposition, a lover of religious peace and retirement. The King was 
his guest, for several days, in 1448; and seems to have had great satisfaction in 
his visit. I presume the letters to have been written soon after 1451. Of 
Richard Chester I find nothing connecting him with the diocese of Durham. 
Richard Chester is described by Bishop Beckington as S.T.P., and the King*s 
** faithful and beloved chaplain.** In 1440(19 Hen. YI.) he seems to have 
been sent on a mission to Pope Eugenius lY.' In 1448 he was prebendary of 
Fiona Parva in the diocese of Hereford ; and he seems to have exchanged that 
dignity with Elias Holcote or Holcoat, prebendary of Twyford in the diocese 
of London.® I have found nothing further with regard to him. These letters 

• Hutchinson's Durham, vol. iii. p. 96. •> Fasti Eccl. Angl. vol. iii. p. 304. 

* Surteea, vol. i. Ivii. 

^ BeckingtonV Letters, Bibl. Lamb. MS. fo. 49, 78, and 79. 
« Fasti Eccl. Angl. vol. i. p 522. 
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seem to iropljA claim on the part of the Crown to appoint a Master of the hos- 
pital. The list of the Masters published bj Surtees and Hatchinson shows 
that the rojal claim failed, but a notion has prevailed that at one time the 
Crown had the right* 

By THE QUENE. 

Trust r, etc. For as moch as we be enforined that, ayeinst all 
law, trouth, and good conscience, ye occupie the hospital of 
Gretham, longyng of right unto my lord's clerc, and our raaister 
R. C. ; we wol and exhorte yow that, if it so be, that thanne ye doo 
make due restitucion of the seid hospital, with his goodcs, unto o*" 
seid clcrc, or elles to certiffie, etc. 

To Maister W. S. 



LXXXIX. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Bishop of Durham. 

By the Quene. 

WoRSHiPFULL FADER, etc. And we suppose vcrreily that it is 
clerely in yo' remembrance how that now late we wrote unto yow 
for the recommendacion of my lord's clerke and oures Maister E. 
Chestre unto the restitucion of thospital of Gretham, and his goods, 
longyng unto hym there of right, as it is said. Wherin as yet ye 
have not accomplissed oure entencion, to our greet merveil. \Vherfore 
we praye yow eftesones that ye suffre oure said clerke to rejoyse 
[re-enjoy] his said hospital, with the seid goods, as right, law and 
good conscience requiren; or elles to certifie us the cause in 
writing, whie ye wil not, nor ought not, so to do of right. As ye 
desire to stande in the favor of oure good grace in tyme commynge. 
Yeven at W. the etc. 

To the Bisshop of Duresme. 

* Hutchioflon, vol. iiL p. 808. 
CAMD. 80C. R 
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xc. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Lord Bourchier. 

IIuMPiiRET DE BoHUN, Earl of Hereford, Essex, and Northampton died the 
17tb of January 137*2, leaving as his co-heirs two daughters, Eiianor married 
to Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, sixth son of Edward IIL (who 
was inveigled from Plesbj by Richard II., and murdered at Calais), and Mary 
married to Henry Earl of Derby, afterwards Duke of Lancaster and King 
Henry IV. Henry IV. was nephew to the Duke of Gloucester, and thus 
nephew and uncle were brothers-in-law. Anne Plantagenet, eldest daughter of 
Eiianor Duchess of Gloucester, married first Edmund de Stafford, Earl of 
Staflbrd, who died in 1403, and sec(»ndly Sir William Bourchier. Being her 
mother's only child, she inherited an undivided moiety of the Bohun estates. 
The other moiety was vested in King Henry V. as representing his mother, 
Mury de Bohun, Countess of Derby. Sir William Bourchier was made Go- 
vernor of Dieppe, and (10th June 1419) Earl of Eu in Normandy, by King 
Henry V. He died 1420-1, leaving three sons, of whom the eldest was 
Henry. This Henry Earl of Eu was employed in France during the reign of 
Henry VI., and, from 6th July 1435 (13 Hen. VI.) to 13th January 1445 
(23 Hen. VI.), (but never afterwards) was summoned by that title to Parlia- 
ment. From the 14th December 1446 (25 Hen. VI.) to 23rd May 1461 
(1 Edw. IV.) he was summoned as Henry Viscount Bourgchier.* A partition 
of the Bohun inheritance took place in 1421 between Henry V. and Anne Plan- 
tagenet, then Lady Bourchier, and in this partition Walden fell to the King.** 
As Queen Margaret was not married until April 1445, this letter cannot have 
been written earlier than that year. On the 29 May 1454 (33 Hen. VI.), 
Lord Bourchier was made Lord Treasurer ; but, having married Isabella, sister 
of Richard Duke of York, aunt to King Edward IV., he afterwards sided 
with the Yorkist party, and was present, with the Earls of March and Warwick, 
at the battle of Northampton in July 1460 (28 Hen. VI.). He was created 
Earl of Essex by King Edward IV. on the 18th March 1461 (1 Edw. IV.), 
and on tlie 22 April 1471 (11 Edw. IV.) was again constituted Lord Trea- 
surer. He died 4 April 1483 (23 Edw. IV.). 

By the Quene. 

KiGHT trusty and welbelovcd Cousyn, — We grete yow well, and, 
sith it is 800 that certcin matiers hangyng in debate, travers, and 

• Dugd. Bar. ii. 129, and Nioolu. ^ Monnt, vol. ii. p. 647. 
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controversie bctwix oure tenants of Walden and oon Nicholas 
Browne and John Chownc, be put in ordinance, award, and 
arbitrement of yow and of yo' counseil; We, desiryng a final 
conclusion thereof, to rcste and quiete of oure said tenants, praye 
yow hertely that ye will, atte reverence of us, prefixe and set 
a day to mete with oure counseil^ and ther to dispose yow 
t'abide and attende upon the determinacion of all the grevaunces 
compromitted in maner above reherced, havyng oure seid .tenants 
towards you in suche favor and tendemesse recommended, for oure 
sake, that they mayc fynde, in cffecte, that ye be unto tlicym goode 
lorde, to th'accomplissement of oure cntcncion in this mater; and 
the rather by contcmplacion of this oure prayer, as our full tniste is 
in yow. In which, etc. at W. etc. 

To the Lord Bourgchicr. 



XCI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Officers of the King*s 
Ports, respecting Antony Hewet of Rome. 

Mt eudcavours to learn something of Antony Ilcwet of Rome have been 
utterly fruitless. 

Marg ARETE, etc. ut 8upra, and to other the officers of my lord's 
ports whom apperteyneth, greting, — Enow ye that we have yevcn 
in commanderaent unto Antony Hewet of Rome for to bring unto 
us certein silver vessels, jewels, rings, and other things of plcasaunce, 
for yeres yifts, and other disports. Wherefore we praye yow that, 
sith the said goods bene ourcs and to oure use, ye will suffre the 
said Anthony to passe with the said goods, withoute takingc there- 
fore eny custume, and that without eny lating, empechcment, or dis- 
turbance in eny wise; as we truste yow, and as ye thinke to do us 
pleasir. Yeven, etc. 
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XCII. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Abbot of St. Osy. 

The Prior of Chich or St. Osj|th*s, to whom this letter was addressed, was 
John Deeping, who had been Prior of St. Botolph*8, Colchester, and who was 
elected Prior of St. Osjth*s in Essex the 4th of April 1434. He appears to 
have held his post until 1480, when he was succeeded by John Newton.* The 
monbs were of the order of St. Augustine. There are still considerable re- 
mains of the conventual buildings.** What connection Humfrey Hayford had 
with St. Osyth*8 does not appear. He was a very distinguished member of 
the ancient and honorable Company of Groldsmiths ; several times warden ; 
sheriff in 1467; and in 1477-8 Lord May or .<^ 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved in God, we grcte you wele. And for 
asmoch as we be enformed that ye wrongfully vexe, trouble, and 
disease oure welbeloved servant and goldsmyth, Humfrey Hayford, 
by feined accions of trespas, ayeinst al right and good conscience, as 
it is said; We therfor desire and praye yow, and also exhorte and 
require you, that, scrchinge yo*" conscience after God and trouth,and 
calling unto yo' remembrance what dishonor it shulde sowne unto 
you that bene a member of chirche in doing the contrarye, will, 
atte reverence of us, demene you in suche wise, that no thing be 
attempted eyeinst oure said servant otherwise than feith, equite, and 
good conscience requircn in this behalf, so that he have no cause to 
compleyne unto us for lacke of right in yo' defaulte, as we trust yow, 
Yeven, etc. at Windesor the iii day of Feverer. 

To th'abbot of the monastre of Saint Osy. 



• Dugd. Monast vi. 808. *> Ibid. 309. 

< Records of the QolUsmiUis' Company, pauim; and MaiUand, vol. u. pp. 1195 and 1203. 
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XCIII. 

A Letter fboh toe Queen to Nicholas Straunge of 
IsELDON (Islington), kespectihg tue marriage ow his 

DAUGHTER KaTOERINE. 

1 r«gret to be unable to find anything relating to NicUolus Straunge, 
Katherim: Slrnuoge, or T. fiugdon. I cannot therefore usign unj date to 
thu curioua letter. 

Br THE QUENE. 

W[elbeloved], — For asraoche as we have vmderslande, by cer- 
tc;ii oure servants right ncgh attending about oure personne, Iiow, 
albeit that T. Bugdon hath, nowe late, made a lawfiill contractc 
with Katrine yo'' doghter, and bertly deaireth to do liir worship by 
wey of marriage, aswel for Iiia dentc and lawful contract as for the 
great zeal, love, and affeccion that he hath unto hir personne, 
bifore all creatiirea levyng, as it b said; yet yc, of wilfulnessc and by 
Binistrc excltacion, not liavyng regarde unto the said contract, wol 
not applie you, ue condeaceude, unto the said marioge, ne yeve 
therto yo^ benevolence ne assent, but rather induce yo' said doghter 
to the contraryd, ayeinst God, the chirche, and al trouth, (as unto 
us is reported,) to oure greet merveil. We therfore desire and 
praye yow, and also on God's behalf exhorte and require you, if it so 
be, that thanne ye incline you to th'accompUssemeot of the mariage 
without seeking eny formal delay or empediement, otherwise thanne 
right lawG and good conscience asken and rcquiren in this partie; 
deinenyng horin in such goodly wise that the said T. may, atto 
reverence of ua, be unto you especially recommended, and fere the 
better, by contemplaciou of tiiis oure prayer. As we trust yow, etc. 
Ycven, etc, at P. the iii. day of May. 

To Nicli. Slraungc of Isoldon. 
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XCIV. 

A Letter from the Queen to Edmond Pyrcan, Squire. 

Tbe manor of Hertingfordburj, in the county of Herts, formed part of the 
Queen*8 dower/ I can discover nothing relating to either Edmund Pjrcan or 
William Southwode, the Queen*s bailiff. 

By the Qdene. 

Trusty and wclbeloved, — We late yow wite, that we be en formed 
that ye wrongffuUy vexe, trouble, and menace to bette and sle Wil- 
liam South wode, oure bailyflFof oure lordeship of Hertingfordbury ; so 
that he dar not, for drede of dethe, abide in oure saide lordship, and 
attende upon oure service there, as his dewte is ; unto greet hindring 
and derogacion, as wel of oure said bailiff, as of oure right and dewte 
there, as it is said. Wherof we merveil gretly. Wherfore we wol, ex- 
hortc, and require yow, that ye suflfre oure said bailiflF to leve at home 
in rest and peas ; without vexing, diseasing, or attempting any thing 
ayeinst our said bailiflF, or the lest [least] of oure tenants there, 
otherwise thanne right, trouth, and good conscience asken and 
rcquiren. And in case ye finde yow agreved ayeinst any of oure 
scid tenants there, yf ye will compleyne yow unto us, or oure 
counceil, ye shul be remedied, as the case justly requireth. And 
that ye fail not herof, in no wise, as ye desire to stande in the 
favor of oure good grace, and t'eschewe oure displeasir, at yo' peril. 
Ycvcii, etc. at oure manoir of Plessy the first day of Marche. 

To Edmond Pyrcan, squier. 



xcv. 

A Letter of Reproof from the Queen to Sir John 

Forester, Knight. 

Tub manor of Hertingfordbury, mentioned in the last letter, had devolved 
to the Crown under Edward the Third, by whom it was convoyed to John of 



• Hot. Pari. V. lib. 
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Gaunt. It has ever since coatlnued in lh<? Diichj of I>ftncMt«r (Cbauncj, p. 
272). 1 can find no trace of nny Sir John Forester ns connected with tbia 
manor, although the name la by no means unknown in the county of Herts. 



By the Quene, 
ThusTT and welbclovcd, — \Vc late now wltc, that, this same day, 
ther have be bifore us a grcete multitude, both of men and women, 
our tenants of cure lordship of Hcrtingfordbury, comployning them 
tliat ye have, and yet be, duyly, about to deatroie and undo ihem 
forever; in so ferlh forth that ye have do many of them to be wrong- 
fully endited, nowe late, of felonyo, before the crowner, by yo'' owne 
familier aervantes and adherents, not knowyng the trouth of the 
mater; and many of iheym ye do kepc in prisoimo, and the reme- 
naut of oure tenants dar not abide in thcire houses for fer of deth 
and other injuries, that ye dayly do them; and al by colour of a 
fermo that ye have there of oure?, that, aa il is said, for yo"" owne 
singler lucre, yo wrongfully engrose towards you al oure tenants 
lyvclode there; not ownly unto grete hindering and undowyng of 
oure said tenants, but also unto gretc derogacion and prejudice of 
US, and of oure said lordship; wherof we raervel grectly; and, in 
especial, that ye that be jugge [judge] wold take s.i parceably 
[peaceably] the wrongfull deatruccion of oure said tenants. Wber- 
fore we wol, and expressly exhorte and require yow, that ye leve 
yo^ said labors and besinesse, in especial aycinst us and oure said 
tenants, until tyme that ye have communed and declared you in 
this mater before us; and that, the raeene while, ye do suifro oure 
tenants that be in prieonne to be mainprissed, under suflieient 
sourtie; and the remcnant of oure tenants, giltlcsae, that be fled, for 
fere of yo' destniceion, may come home unto oure said lordship. 
And if eny of oure tenants have offended aycinst ihc lawe, oure 
entent is that, the trouth knowen, he shalbe peynfully punysshed, 
and chastised, as the cas requireth. And liowc ye thinke to be 
disposed iherin ye will aaertcino ue, by the bringer of ihisc, wlierlo 
we shall truste; as ye desire to stando in tho tcndrc and favorable 
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remembrance of cure grace therfor, in tyme comyng. Yeven^ etc 
at Wynds. the etc. 

To John Forester, Knyght. 



XCVI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Deputy of the Keeper 

OF THE Privy Seal. 

Thb Secondary or Clerk of the Pipe or Great Roll of the Exchequer, is the 
officer whose dutj it is to enter all accounts and debts due to the Sovereign 
delivered and drawn out of the Remembrancer's office on the Great Roll. 
(Cowell.) 

By the Quene. 

Eight trusty, etc. And for as moch as we be enformed that my 
most doubted lord hath, nowe late, granted unto W. the office of 
Secundarye of the Pipis in th'escheger, after the continue and 
pourport of his lettres, of suffisant warant, to yowe directed in this 
partie; we, therfor, desire and pray that, in accomplissement of my 
said lord's grant in this partie, ye wil, at reverence of us, have the 
seid W. towards you especially recommended ; shewing hym, in the 
sealing his lettres of privie seal, th'exploit and good expedicion, 
with al the favor and tenderncsse, that ye goodly may, and the 
rather by contcmplacion of this oure prayer. So that the seid W. 
may fare the better, and perceive in- effect thise oure lettres unto 
hym fructuouses and vailable, as we trust yow. In which ye shul 
mowe desserve of us right especial thanke, unto our greet plesaunce, 
in tyme comyng. At o"* M. of P. the iii day of M. 

To M. T., depute unto the worshipfuU, etc. Keper of the Prive 
Seal. 
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A Letteb pbom the Queen to the Abbot and Convent of 
Bahset. 

TnB patronnge of Bnrton-in-lhe-Claj in Bedfoniabire was formerlj in the 
Benedictine Abbey of Ramsey in Huntingdonshire. The Abbot, to whom this 
letter was addressed was uuqueitionublj John Stowe, nho held bu office Irum 
1436 to I-168. 

Et the Quknb. 

Trtistt and weibeloTed in God, — We, etc. And for as moche aa 
Maist. Ric. Here, parson of Barton in the cley, in the diocese of 
Lincoln, is in will to resigne hia said benefice, to th'entent that o' 
welbeloved Sir David Robert aliuM have the said benefice, of your 
yeftc; we desire, therforo, and prayeyou that, the said resignation 
BO don, ye will, at reverence of us, have the said Sir David to the 
said chirch especially recommended, and grante hym therof yo' 
lettrea of protection, under youre covont Benll, Jn deu forme; find 
the rather by contcmplacion of thia our prayer, as we trust, etc 
In which thyng, etc. 

To th'abbot and covent of Raincsoy. 



A Letter from (most prohably) tub King to the Paioit 
OF Saint Maby Ovebies. 

So far M I hftie bad any means of judging, I should b»j that none of the roja] 
letters of recornmendBtion nere Bucccasful. The iircscnt lettvr forius no ex- 
ception to the rule. Kobcrt Stillinglon, for wboee " great ounning, virlue«, anil 
priestly demeaning," the writer of this letter vouches, docs not appear on the lidt 
CAMD. SOC. 8 
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of the rectors of St. Mil Jred in Bread Street.* I incline to think (hut ci 
(in the modern aenae) was o marked characteriitic of this cliurchmnn. 1 
Felluw of All Souls, Chancellor of Wells, Archdeacon of Taunton, Prebendary 1 
of York under the Lancastrian goremment, and Dean of the King's Chapel, 
Dean of the College of St. Marti n'a-le-Grand, Archdeacon of Berke, Archdea- 
con of Colchester, Bishop of Bath and Wells, and Gnall; Lord Chancellor 
under the VorkiBta. He held the latter office from 146S to I473,'' lie was io 
high favour with Edward the Fourth, temporised with Richard the Third, but 
was accused of treason bj Henry the Seventh, for lending, as baa been supposed, 
some assiitance to Lambert Simnel. Either on this account, or on account of 
the strong part he had taken against the King before his accession, he with- J 
drew for safely to Oiford, The Chancellor of the Universitj, however, delivered 1 
him up, and he was imprisoned at Windsor, where he died, tn 1491.' He wm I 
buried in the cloisters at WelU. The patronage of the church of St. MiMred f 
(which waa burnt in the great fire, but rebuilt,) was formerly in the convent of I 
St. hiarj Overics, Southwark. The name of the prior to whom this letter wti f 
addressed was probablj Henry Wcrkworth, who was elected in I4I4, and died J 
in \V>2.' 

T[kusty], &c. we grete yow well, — And for asmoch OB W9 1 
enformed that the paroch cliircli of Saint Mildredca in Breed- 1 
Etrete, within your citee of London, beying of yo' patronage, is like 1 
to voide, withinne shorte tyme, by decesse of hym that is now [ 
possessor of the same; we therfore, considcryng the grete cunyng, J 
vertues, and preeatly denienyng of o' welbcloved M. K. Slillyngton, 
desire and hcrtly praye you, that, at the reverence of us, and con- 
tcmplacion of this our especial writyng, ye wol have hym unto thfl j 
said cliirch, whannsocTer hit ahail nexte voide, before all other J 
CBpecially recommended, yevyng fcyth and credence unto our W. N., ] 
brynger of these, in suche thing as be shall seye unto yoii touchyng J 
the same mater. Whciinne ye shall do ua right good pleasure, etc I 

To the Prior of Saint Mary Ovorics. 



■ Nowe. Rep. vol. i. p. 489. 
>> Fram thii pdriod omM W dedurtcd t 
Ilardy'a Catslogne, S3. GS. 
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XCIX. 

"A Letter proh the Qdeen to John Godwyn. 

B been unable to discover anytUing reapectrng John Godwyn. I find 
that there was a Hugh Godwyn one of the Yeomen of the Cruwn in 1450.* 
From the cootenta of the letter, John Godwyn ujipears to hBTe held luncli the 
Hme office as one John Spryngwell, whose duties were defined, in 14-16, by the 
following curious instrument ; " De procidendo eqms pro Regina. ReJi dilccto 
libi Johsnni Spryngwell de Att«lbrugge (Attleborou^ti) in couiitatu NorSbl- 
cia:, saluteni. Scina quM constituiinus et ordioaTimus te ad eaurttra, paltfrt- 
dot, tomerhonet, luikenet/t, et aliod equos, pro equitAtione et alio usu caris- 
i tiOBtric Reginoi Anglie necesEarias et opportunoB, ubicunque 
ri poterunt, tim infra liberlatea quiin extra, (Feodo EcclettiB dumtuxat 
excepto,) pro denariifl noetris in bac parte primipti et rationabilitcr solvendts 
capiendum et providendum, juxta forinam ordination um et statutorum in hao 
parte editoniu), etc. In cujus, etc. quamdijl nobia plauuerlt duraturos. Teste 
Rege opud Westm. 13 die MartU. Per ipmm Regem." (Eymer. xi. 123). 

By the Qdene. 
Welbeloted, for &s mochc as we understand tliat there is a 
marc in thai (sic) coimtrey that [is] right coveuable, and accordiiig 
to o' cntcnt and purpose; wherof our eecrotary communed with 
you, in that behalf; We wol and desire you that ye, aggreing with 
the owner of the said msrc, as reason wol, ye do scnde or hryuge 
hir, with hir colt, unto us, in all goodly baste; and that ye faile sot, 



To John Godwyn, 



A Letter from the Queen to the Lord Chancelloe. 

Tbb ofiict of Protonotary or Prothocolary of the Court of Chancery waa u 
very ancient office, as indeed thig tettt^r attests, and appears lu have been fur- 
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mcrly beld bj one of the Masters. The duties of the nffice are enumenled xt 
p. 29 of the Report ofthe Commissionera for examining into the duties uid 
salariea of the ofHcers of the Court of Chsncerj, printed by order of lie House 
of Commons, 6th June, 1B16. The ComroisBioners further Btate, that the th«i 
holder of the office " had been appointed in 1 792, but that he had never been 
called upon to execute anj of the duties of hla post, or any other duties what- 
ever." They then say that he has certain fees and emoluments, to which he is 
■till entitled " on pcrlorming the duties to which they are attached." After 
ao damaging a report, it seems strange that the olHce should not have been 
abolished until 1833. I am not aware of any records in the Court of Chancery 
wbieh would enable me to say who " Maister J.C., late clerke and familiar ser- 
vant of Dures," was ; and I can only conjecture that the Chancellor may have 
been either Archbishop Stafibrd or Archbishop Kempe. 

By the Quene. 

Eight reverend ffader in God, etc., — Desiryng and praying you 
hertly, that, albeit that we suppose, verrcilly, that ye be good and 
special lorde unto o' welbeloved Maister J. C., late clerke and 
familiar servant of oures, ye will nevertheles, the rather atte re- 
verence of us, and for our sake, have hym towards the faver of yo' 
good lordship especially recommended ; shewing hym th 'exploit and 
expedicion of his pursuit towards you for th'office of protonotarie of 
the chauncellerie, that my lord hath granted hym, as in my lordes 
lettres of warrant it apperetli more at large; so that he may fynde, 
in effecte, th'accomplissemen t of my lord's entcncion and ourcs in 
this behalf, as we trustc yow. In which thyng yo shall mowe do 
unto us right grete plesaunce. Yeven, etc, atte Wyndesoi the xxx 
day of M. 

To the Chaimc. of Englond, 



A Letter from the Queemo Sib John Bourcbier, Knight. 

Sn Joaa Boorcbiib, K.G., fourth son to the Earl of Ewe, married Mar- 
getj daughter and heir of Richard Lord Bemera, and was summoned to Par- 
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llatneot 33 Hen. VI. (1453) by that title. He waa at the first battle of St. 
A] ban's in I4SS, on the LaDcastnao side; but ailenr arils took port nith the 
YorkiatH, and was Constable of Windsor Castle under Edward IV. Hu died 
Ifllh May, 1474, and is buried at Chertsey. This letter was written between 
144A pjid 1453. I have Tound notUing relating to Thomas Downe or Tbomiu 
ilery, "Groom of our Chamber." 

By the Qdene, 
RiQUT trusty and welbeloved, we grete you well. Lating you 
■wit, that we wrote, now late, unto oon Thomas Downe, exciting 
hym to delyver unto o' welbeloved servant Thomas Hery, grome 
of our chamber, certein evidences, longyng imto hym of right; 
which our request he is redj to accoinplisse and perfornie, so that 
ye will therto aseente, as it is said. And it ia so, as we be en- 
formed, that, at our instance and prayer, by our lettrcs now late 
adressed unto you in this partie, ye be riglit well disposed and 
binovolent unto o' said servant in this mater. Wherof we thanke 
you right hertly; and sith it is so that th'expedicion herof resteth 
oonly in yo' trew acquitail, we desire and liertly praye you, that, 
on the faver, tendernesse, and frendship thatt ye have be gonne for 
our sake to shewe to our seid servant, ye will continue fbrthe to the 
hasty conclusion iherof, in such wise, that, without delaye for eny 
sinistre suggestion, he may have delyverance of his said evidences, 
and fele in effecte brief exploit and accomplissement of our request, 



at reverence of us, and by contempiac 



Q of lliis o 



r prayer; 



singler trust is in you. In which thinge ye shuU not oonly deserve 
right especial thanke, to our greet pleasure, but also cause us to have 
you, the rather, in tendre remembrance of our grace, therfor, in 
tyme comyng, etc. 

To our knyght Sir John Bourgchier. 
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CII. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Pahk-Keepeb or Plesht. 

Pleshy in Essex, " castell da Plncctn," formcH;, nnd for centuriei, the ftbods 
of the Lords lligli Constables of England, Js a village about uigLt milca N.W. 
ofChclauford, nuw oulj remarkable for the vestiges of its ancient caitle. 
Muij were Ihe viciaiitude* undergone b; il« priocel; onners ; but the most 
nriking event recorded in its annals is the treacherous viiit of Itichord the 
Second to his unole, Thomas of Woodatock, Duke of Gloucester, the sixth aon 
of Edward the Third, which resulted in the Duke's violent death at Calais. 
This, one of the lost and iTorat acts of King Richard's reign, has been most 
graphicall; recorded by Froissart. The arrest and niurdcr took place in 13S7 ; 
the treacherous King nas deposed, and died, id 1399. In the reign of Henrj 
the FiMi, the castle, manor, and pork of Fleshy became vested io the 
Crovrn, bj partition of the estates of Humfrej de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, 
Esaex, and Northampton, between the King and a grand -daughter of the Earl, 
and bae ever since been parcel of the Ducbj of Lancaster. (See Gongb'a 
History of Fleshy.) 

The description given by Shakespeare of Fleshy (Richard II. Act 1, 8e. 3) 
may have been applicable in bb own day, but could not have been so at the 
time of which be wrote. Fleshy was certainly inhabited for half a century 
later. Many of Queen Margaret's letters arc dated from her manor of Fleshy, 
and even now the name of "Tbc Queen's Garden"* attaches to a space, on 
which arc some Sne trees, lying between tbc rampart, now called "the Uouods," 
and the church. Fleshy i* well wortL a visit. 

Br THE Qdehb. 

Wku-beLOVYD, we wol and cliarge you, that, irnto our well 
belovyd eervand Eob' Pcnail, or unto the brynger of iliese in hia 
name, yo do delyver a buoke to be taken within oure fibiest, ot 
grcte parkc, of Plashe of our gefte; any eomandinont yeven to yow 
no twi til standi ng : and these our lettres shall be unto yow therein 
EulGcknt waraut. Ycven und' oure signet, at Cheslrc, the ivL day 
of August, the year of my lordes reign xxxiiij" [1456], 

To oure welbelovyd tlie keper of oure parke of Plashe, 
or elles to his deputec there. 
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A Lbtteb from the Queen to Master Gilbert Ktmeh, 

ChANCELLOB of OxffORD AND DeAN OF WyUBOBNE MlNSTEB. 

Gti.BERT Ethek wob a peraon of coDEiderable note in bis daj. He vina edu- 
cated at Durbam (now University) College. He took the degrees of LL.B,. 
A,M. ind Ph. Mag. and M.D.' lie senred the office of Proctor in 1412 tnd 
1413.' Id 1424 we find bim Physician to Ilumphrcyv Duke of Glouceeter, 
in 1427 Dean of Wymbourne MinBter, and Treasurer of Salisbury. He nas ■ 
Prebendary of Wella and Gillingbam, Rector of Fordyrgbrigge, of St, Mar- 
lio's VintTf, London (in 1434). and, in 1440, Dean of Salisbory.t Wben tbe 
Chancellorship of Oxford was an annual or biennial office, he was eleven times 
chosen to Gti tbat post, vik. in 1431, 1433, 1433, and from I44S to 1453, both 
jcBTs inclusive.' It wb« during the period last referred to that he received 
the Queen's letter. It could not have been earlier, as Margaret was not 
Queen until 1444-5. Of the names of the clci^y of Wimbourne Minsler, at 
this period, too few have been preserved to enable me to say what may have 
been the effect of this letter." Kymer inscribed to Duke Humplirej, in 1424, a 
curious medical treatise, intituled " DiKtarium de Suuitatis Cuatodia."' He 
appears to have died the I6t!i May. 1463, and was buried in Salisbury Cathe- 
dral. In one of the windows of the south aisle, under the figure of a person in 
a gown was tlic following inscription ; " In imaginem Doctoris Kjmer, Medici, 
quondam Cancellarii Oxon, et {lostea Decani Saruni. 

O Sanctl Medici, medico mibi ferte juvamen, 
Ut aummus mcdicua mentis miH det medicamen ; 
Quo, sine fine, salute poll pbst perfruar. Amen."* 

• Hial. ud Andq. OiDn. (Guloh), iv. App. 44. Dintarium de Sanilalii Ciuiladia, Bibl. 
Slmne, 64 f. b ibid. (Qulob), iv. App. 40. 

c Ibid. GI; and Nowa. Rep. 1. 422. 

d Ibid. G4 and Gl ; and Muivhins'i Dorul, iL GSG a. • Hutcbini, ii. G3Ba. 

' WutonV Hilt, of Engliih Poeir?, vol. !i. p. 26fl (ed. 1840). Wuton layg Kymer oru 
phyaician to the Ring, but ihia M«m> not to be warraiilnd by authority. Hoame. in bii 
Ptsfare la tba Lib. Nig. Scaee. iiiiii. uentiena Kymer; and, at pp. &£0 and 651, givas 
oertaia axcerpla from the Diatarium, which an romarkably curioafi. Heame qutilcA Itom 
■ MS. rormerly belonging to Sir Hbdi Sloanc, wliich ia now in the Britiah Museum. 

« Hulohina, ii, SSGa; and Hiat. anJ Anli<|. Oxdd (Gutch) Iv. Appendix 51. No trace 
of (hit inaariptlon ia now to be aeen. 
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Br THE QUENE. 

BiOHT trusty and welbeloved, etc., lating you witt, that we have 
certem right good and notable clerks, of grete fame and vertueux 
disposicion, attending in o' se^ce, as yet by us unpromoted, and 
destitute of benefices. We, havyng knowelech that there is like, in 
shorte tyme, to voide a prebende in the ministre [minster] of 
Wymborne, longyng unto yo*" yefte and coUocacion, as patron 
therof, as it is said, desire, and hertly praye you, that ye wil grante 
us the nexte prebende that first shall voide there, for to avaunce 
therwith oon of o*" said clerks. Wherinne trusteth verreilly ye 
shul not mowe oonly pourvei right well for the wele and worship 
of yo*" said prebende, to God's pleasance; but also cause us to have 
you in tendre remembrance of o' good grace therfore, in tyme 
comyng. And how ye thinke to please us in this mater, ye will 
acerteine us by our well [beloved] the bringer of thise, etc 

To Maistr. Gilbert Kymer, chan. 



CIV. 

A Letter from the Queen to all Searchers, Custumers, 

AND Keepers of Ports, &c. 

Thb Queen*8 mother mentioned in this letter was Isabella of Lorraine, wife 
of Ren6 d'Anjou, and titular Qaeen of Sicily. Isabella died 28th February 
1453, aged onlj forty- three. 

Maroarete, by the grace of God, Quene of England and of 
France, and Lady of Ireland. To all serchers, custumers, kepers 
of ports, and to all other my lord's oflicers, sendeth greting. And, 
for as moche as oure welbeloved servant W. A., chappelleyn imto 
cure right entierly welbeloved moder the Quene of Sicile, pur- 
posing to passe over the see towards oure said moder; We desire 
and praye yow, that, in his seid passage, ye wilbe irendly, favorable, 
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and wel willed, with al th'ease and favor that ye goodly maye, 
without eny empechement or interupcion to the contrary. Aa 
we truste yow. Yeven at P. the xx. day of Marche the yere of my 
lord's reigne xxv. 



cv. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Keeper of Shene Park, 

OR HIS Deputy there. 

It is said in Manning^s History of Surrej (vol. i. p. 409) that Edward the 
Third built a palace at Shene (now Richmond). He died there Slst June, 
1377. Anne of Bohemia, the first Queen of Richard the Second, also died 
there, 7th June, 1394, and this event caused the King to take such a disgust 
to the place that he ordered the palace to be pulled down. It was rebuilt, 
however, by King Henrj the Fifth. Manning says that he had found no trace 
of Henry the Sixth having been at Shene (ibid. 410). This letter, however, 
shows that both King Henry and Queen Margaret did resort thither, at any 
rate for hunting. I have no means of fixing the date of this letter. 

Br THE QUENE. 

Trusty and welbeloved, For as moche as we suppose that, in 
short tyme, we shall come right negh unto my lord's manoir of Shene, 
we desire and praye you hertly that ye will kepe ayeinst our re- 
sortinge thedre, for oure disporte and recreacion, two or iii. of the 
grettest bukkes in my lord's pare there, saving alweyes my lord's 
owne commandement there in his presence. As we trust, etc. 

To my lord's squier and ours, J. B., kcper of Shene Parke, 
or his depute there. 



CAMD. son. 
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CVI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Bishop of Exeter. 

Thbrs can be no doubt that this letter was addressed to Edmund Lacj, 
Bishop of Exeter, who held the see from 1421 to 1455;* but in what year 
written, or to whom it refers, I am wholly unable to say. 

By the Quene. 

Reverend fader in God, etc. And for as mocli as we desire 
th'encres, furtherance, and promocion of our welbeloved clerc, 
Maister N., as well for his vertues, merits, and clerkly governance, 
as for his famows and clene livyng, with the goodly disposicion that 
he is renomed of, praye you right hertly that, at reverence of us, 
ye wip have our said clerc to the nexte benefice, accordyng to his 
degree, that first shall voide in your yeft and disposicion, especially 
recoraendet. Wherinne we truste verreily ye shall mowe purvey 
right notably for the wele and worship of yC said benefice, and 
Godd's pleasance. And doubt not but of us ye shall mowe deserve, 
in accomplissement of our entencion in this partie, good and es- 
pecial thanke, unto o' right great and singler pleasance. Yeven, 
etc. at N. the xxviii day of March. 

To the Bishop of Exeter. 



CVII. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Abbot and Convent op 
Peterborough, Patrons of the Living of Cottingham. 

Pbtbbbobough, alias Medeshamsted, was a Benedictine abbey founded a.d. 
665. The abbots were admitted to Parliament under Henry the Third, and 



• Fasti Eco. Angl. vol. i. p. 874. 
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beeame mitred about a.d. 1400. Tlie monnatery wim dissolfed, and the t-Lurcb 
made a cathedrul, hy Henry the Eighth.' Cotlinghaiii io North ninptonsliire 
belonged to the monastery down to the DiaBoIution, but the name of Stanhaiu 
does not occur amongst the incumbents during the 15th century.' It would 
appear, tberefure, that the Queen's candidate did nnt guL'c.ued. The DRme of 
the abbot to wbom the letter was addrc3se<l must Lave been Richard Aebton, 
who goTerned the moDastery from 1438 to 1471.' 
By the Qcene. 
TbUSTT, eta. And for asiuotlic as wc be enformcJ that llie 
parissH churcli of Cotjngliain is voidc, or like withinne shoric tyrue 
to voide, wherof ye be patrons as it ia said'; We, ttierfore, havyng 
consideracion oswell to the vertues, merits, and clerkly govemnnco, 
as for tlie fainowa and dene lyvyng that cure welbeloved Sir Henry 
StanBam is renomed of, desire and hertely praye you that, atie re- 
verence of us, and con temp lac Ion of lliia oure eapeciaU writyng, ye 
woU have hym unto the said chirch whensoever it shall nexte voide, 
before all others especially recommended. Wlierinne we truste ver- 
reilly ye shall mowe purvey right notably for the wele and worship 
of yo"" said benefice, to Godd's plesaimce. And doubt not but of us ye 
shall mowe deserve, in accomplieeement of our cntencion in this 
parlie, good and espceiall thanke. 

To tliabbut and coveiit of Peterborgh. 



A Lkttek fkom the i-iuEEN TO THE Matom, Bailiffs, anu 
CoMMusa OF Coventry. 

CovBNTaT was constituted a corporation in 1345 (18 Edward III). '^The first 
mayor was elected in 1348 ;' the first aherills, who had previously been called 
bailifiV, were appointed in 1450,' I have not seen auy list of the recorders, 

* Tuiner, Northunptonihire, aivii. 

* Dugd. Man. i. 364; BrijRH's N'orthunpioruhire. ii. :tUI>. 
' Dogd. Hon. i 341, 36». 

* Dagd.Wuw. vol. i. p. HI, • IMd. 11". ' Ihid, 142, H». 
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nor is the office of recorder mentioned by Dugdde. The Qaeen*8 coronation 
took place in 1445, and, from the bailiffs (not the sheriffs) being mentioned, 
this letter must have been written between that year and 1450. 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we grete you wel. And for asmoch as 
we be enformed that the recordership of the cite of Coventre is 
like within shorte tyme to be voide, unto your disposicion and 
yefte ; We, desiring th*encres, firtherance, and preferring of oure wel- 
beloved T, Bate, aswel for his suffisiant of cunnyng and habilite 
thereto, as in especial for the humble instance and prayer of certein 
oure servants right negh attending aboute oure personne, pray yow 
right hertly that, atte reverence of us, sith it is oure first request of 
you after our coronacion, ye wil have the seid T. unto the said 
occupacion of recorder, when it shall nexte voide, bifore al other 
especially recommended, as our ful trust is in you. In which thinge 
ye shal not mowe oonly to do us greit pleasir, and deserve of us 
especial thanke, but also cause us to have you in remembrance of 
oure good grace therfore, in tyme comyng; and of yo' good dis- 
posicion to our pleasir in this matere ye will acerteine us by the 
bringer of thise. Yeven at P. the vi. day of Marche. 

To the Mair, Baillifs, and good Communes of the City of Coventre. 



CIX. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Steward of her Lord- 
ships OF Haseley and Periton. 

Thb manors of Great Haselej and Piry ton, Periton, or Pirton, formed part 
of the lands granted to Queen Margaret on her marriage hj way of dower. 
(Rot. Pari. Y. 118a.) Thej lie between Wallingford and Thame, and are both 
in Oxfordshire. 

By the Quene. 
Trusty and welbeloved, For asmoch as we be enformed that 
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our manoir of Ilaseley and Periton nedea of rcparacion, wc desire 
and praje you that auch reparacion as shall be necessarie in that 
partie ye will do make by the wodesale of our beclies in oui" wode 
of Kelingrigge and Holmewode, as it apperteinet unto you by veitue 
of yo' office of oure steward there; so that, in yo' defaulte herof, we 
take no hurt ne prejudice in tyme comniyog. As wc trust yow, Gtc> 
To ]}. B., Steward of oure lordship of Uaselcy and Periton. 



A Letter from the Queen to Rodeet Hibkkdon, 
Br the Quene. 
Trusty and welbeloved, for asmocli as wc be enlbrmed that ye 
have the crafte and cunnyng to make [train?] blode hondea in the 
best wyse ; We desire and praye you that ye will, att reverence of us, 
take Buche diligence and peync upon you as for to make us two 
blode hondes to oure use, kepyng theym sauffly and semly, under 
yo* drawing, reulc, and demenyng, until tyme that we do send for 
thcym ; and that ye faile not herol' as ye desire to do us pleasir, and 
to Stand in the faver of our good grace therforc in lyme comyngc 
At Windesore, the xvi day of August. 
To Robert Hiberdon. 



A Letter from the Queen to the Custumers of the 
Port of Boston, 

Cdetdhshb for the town and port or Boston, Lincolnshire, vera appointed 
u eirljr as a.d. ViSS;^ but I have found very alight mention made of Boiton 



1, by Piahcj Thompnn, 1830, p. 30. 
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during the reign of Henry tho Sixth. The grant to John Wenliam, the Queen'i 
serrant, and hia wire, has not been preserved. 

By the Qoene. 
Trusty, etc. And for aBtnoche as it hath pleaseJ my lord's liigh- 
nesse to gmunte unto John Wenliam x marcs m manage with hts 
wif, duryng theire lyvoe, to be taken jerely in the port of Boston 
by thands of the CuBtumere there for ihe tyme beyng, as in their 
kttres patents therofuntotheym made it appcrelh more pleinly; We, 
havyng consideracion unto tlie good service that our said servant 
hatji don us, and yet daily thorin continueth, desire and pray you 
that, at reverence of us, ye will have hym in his payment of the said 
annuitie, after tlic continue of my sajd lord's grant, eBpccially recom- 
mended ; and for yo' tyme to shew hym thcrin tli'ease and faver that 
yo goodly may, so that he may finde in eSect thisc, etc. unto hym 
effcctnelx and vailahle. As wc tnistc yow. In whithe tbinge, ete. 



CXII. 

A Letter keom the Queex to John Stanley, bqoike. 

Tbb manor or Kdgarnlei, Adgarseky, Agardeleji, Aggreslej, or Aggersli-v, 
on the eilge of Needwood t'oreel, in tlie honour of Tutburji in Stafi'cird»hir«, 
not far from the junction of the Dove with the Trent, formeil purt of the duwur 
land* of Queen Margaret.* At this diatanee of time it would be vuin to attciiirit 
to ascertain the cauae of the Queen's diBpteBiurc against William Chatlerli-j, 
jreonian of the crown ill nor can I Biitisfaetoril; discover who John Stanley, Miuire, 
waa, but I incline to think that he may have been a John Sunlcj, eldest son of 
Sir John Stanley, and who was groum of the bedchamber lo the King in I438.' 
From a book to which 1 have been allowed access at the office of the Duchj of 
Lancaster, 1 gather that, somenbat before the middle of the 15th century, a 
John Stanley waa connected with the honour of Tutbury, but in what capacity 
i* ver^ doubtful. I find also ■ John, olhcrwiae called Jcnkyn, Stanley, squirt, 

• Eat. 1-ul.v. llSb. » RoLPul. ». IBS. < SeBcome, j.p. flt, 65. 
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Usber of the chambeT, og to whom, in 14S1, a petition woa presented to the King 
hy the CommonB thnt he, amongat many others, might be removed from the rojal 
preaeiicc* It would seem, from a. notice in the Archseologiii, that, in 145*2, some 
dire disaster befell William Clintterlej', yeoman of the crown, bnt of what 
nature does not exac^tly appear.'' This and the following Idler were probably 
written between 1445 and 1452. 

Bt the Qdene. 

Trusty and welbelovcd, We late you wit that we write at this 
tyme unto Chaterley cliarging liym tliat he come no more into eny 
of o' places and parkes in that countrcy, nether to hutitc ne serve 
no warrant in any wise. Wherfore we praye yow that ye delyveT 
him yo"" lettres in this panic, scing, as fer as in yow is, that he com 
into non of o' places that ye have governance of under us in that 
countrey. As we tnist, etc. 

To John Stanley squier. 



A Letter to W. Chatbrlet, Yeoman of thf. Crown. 
Bt the Quene. 

We merveile gretly that ye durst presume upon you, ayeinst our 
writing unto you in that mater, for to come into o' parks of Aggres- 
ley, there distroing our game, where we were disposed to have che- 
risshed you in yo'' disport in our other places; wherforc we exprealy 
charge yow that from liennesfotward ye com into noon of oure 
places and parkes, nether to hunte ne serve warrant, without yo' espe- 
cial commanderaent in that bihalf, at yo' peril. For thus it pleaaith 
UB to be doon. 

To W. Chaterley, Yoman of the Croune. 
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A Lettek to Sir John Denham, knight. 

This letter was written between 1443 and 14S8. " Our knighl, Sir John 
Denham," wa* probably a Sir John Denbam of Hnrtlnnd, in North Deron, who 
served in the wars in France in the eighth and fourteenth years of Henry VI., 
and died in the thirty-aiith year (1438) of the same King,' The family \s 
amongst the most ancient in DcYonsliire. Sir John left a son, also a Sir John 
Denbam or Dinbam, who waa38 years old in 1458, and who, "out of love t«the 
Earl of March," became a decided Yorkist He wu raised to the peerage by 
King Edward IV. Nevertheless he was in favour with King Henry VII., and 
was made Lord High Treasurer in the first year of his reign. Prince in his 
" Worthies of Devon " snys ; " This noble lord was advanced, further yet, to 
the high honour of a Knight of tbe Garter, and from that, we hope, to heaven, 
in the seventeenth year of King Henry the Seventh, tet. 72."' I have not 
found anything relating to John isshe, to whom Sir John Denham owed four- 
teen guineas " for diverse vitnilles." 

Bt the Qdene. 

Trusty, &c. And forasmoclie as we be onformed tliat there is 
by yow dew unto our welbeloved John Assh the some of xiiii" 
xiiii* for diverse vitailles taken unto your use, as Jt is said ; We praye 
yow, considering the necessite that he is in, ye will, at reverence of 
us, have him to the payment of his seid dewte [duty=debt] especi- 
ally recommended, shewyng hym herin th'easc, favours, and tender- 
nesse that ye goodly maye, to th'accomplissement of our eutendon 
in this partie, so that he may fele in effect* these oure letters, as we 
truste yow. In which things, etc. Yeven, etc. 

To our knyght Sir John Denham, 



■ Dngd. Bar. i. GI4. CoUinsoD's S 
^ Prince, pp. B96, SM, 300. 
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cxv. 

A Lbtteb from the Queen to certain Officeks and Te- 
nants OF ElCIIARD PlANTAGENET, DuKE OF YoRK. 

Ih 1380 Richard the Secnod granted the bailiwick of the hundred of Rouli- 
ford or RachTord in Esaex to Alberic de Vere, tenth Earl of Oxford, for life, with 
remainder in fee to Edmund Lunglej, Duke of York, fiflh bod of Edward the 
Third, and the King's uncle. Edmund Langle; succeeded in 1400, and, djiing 
in 1402, the estate came to Edward Dukcof York, his eldest son. On the death 
of Edward without JMue at Agincourt(UlS), where be eomrannded tberan, Phi- 
lippa bis widow, daughter of John Lord Mohun, bold the third part in dotrer. 
The duchess married secondly Robert Filzwalter, and at her death (1432) Roch- 
ford came to Duke Edward's nephew and heir, viz, Richard Planlagenet, eldest 
ton to Richard Earl of Cambridge, nho was second son to Edmund Ijongley, and 
who was beheaded at Southampton for treason in 1419. Richard Planlagenet 
was father to King Edward the Fourth, Thus Roohford, on the accession of 
thatsovereign,wasreumted to the Crown.* Themanorof Clements was so oalled 
lW>m a. family of that name." to 1440 Philip Clement enfeoffed in this estate 
Robert Dacre and John Breton, who granted the reversion after Philip's death 
to Henry Fylongley and others.' Amongst the ol/iert, however, the Close Roll 
(whieb I have examined) docs not name either John Stoughtcn or Alice Ar- 
nold, nor can I find any trace of these persons. There was a fnmil j of Stough* 
ton or Staughton near Guildford in Surrey;' but I am unable to identify th* 
John Staughton named in this letter with nnj member of that family living in 
thefilleenth century. This letter must have been written after 1445, and pro- 
bably not later than 1450, 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, elc, of the good £iver, frcndship, and 

Bupportacion that ye have shewed unto our wel[beloved] servant and 

squicr John Stoughlon, and Alice Arnold, h'la cous'me, touching 

, dieire possession in the nianoir of CleraentB, with th' appurtenances, 

, • Dugd. Bar. lol. ii. pp. 1S6, 15T, ISS. Inquls. pott mortem. 3 Hen. V. and 10 Hen. 
I yi.. and Monnl-g Hut. of Euex, vol, i. p. SfiS. 

' Uoranl, Tol. i. p. 380. ' Rot. Clixu. 19 Hon. VI. 

* Hirl. M8S. No. ISSS.to. fiS b; Manning-* Sane^. vol. i. p, 171. 
CAHD. SOU. U 
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in Essex, we thanke you right hertly, prajring you so forth to con- 
tinue helping, furthering, and assisting them with all th'ease, faver, 
and supportacion that ye goodly may by right; so that thei may 
finde thise oure lettres unto them effectuel and vailable. As we 
trust you, etc. 

To Richard Clifton, John Rokeley, John Baker, and to all other 
officers and tenants of our C[ousin] the Due of York, in his 
hundred of Racheford, and to everyche. of them. 



CXVI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Lord Ferrers of Grobt. 

Sir Edward Grbt, son of Reginald Lord Grey of Rutb jn, married Eliza- 
beth, granddaughter and heir of William Lord Ferrers of Grobj, in Leicester- 
Fhire. Bj this marriage the estates of that family, including Stebbing in Essex, 
which had belonged to them ever since the Conquest, came to Sir Edward 
Grey. Sir Edward thereupon took the title of Lord Ferrers of Groby, and 
was summoned by the same title to Parliament in 1446, 27 Hen. YL He died in 
4457, leaying a son. Sir John Grey, who was the first husband of Elisabeth 
Woodville, afterwards queen to Edward the Fourth. Sir John Grey, who had 
been created Lord Lisle, was killed at St. Alban*s in 1460, fighting for Henry 
the Sixth. The Queen speaks of ** our lordship ** and of ** our tenants,** but 
I have been unable to discover what claim she had to the manor of Stebbing. 
The letter was written between 1445 and 1457. 

By the Quene. 

Right trusty and welbeloved, — We grete you well. And foras- 
moch as we be enformed that yo' baillif of Stebbyng wrongfully 
vexeth, troubleth, and oppresseth oure tenants of our lordship of 
Stebbing, aswel in usurping and breking oure franchise there as in 
other grevous wise; We therefore desire and praye you, and also 
exhorte and require you, that ye do yeve in commandeni.ent unto 
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JO' said bailiff foi- to cesse of his said vexacions and oppressing, and 
put him in sucbe reule that oure said tenants may levc in rest and 
peas, GO that they have no cause to complcinc ayeine unto us for late 
of remediein yo''defaulte; as ye thinke to standeJn the fiiver of oure 
good grace, and t'cschcwe our displeasir at yo' peril. Yeven etc. 
the eU. 

To the Lord Ferrers of Groby. 



CXVII. 

A Letter frou the Queen in Ain op Letters Patent of 
Safe-Conduct granted to Uuille Alany, Master of 
A Ship of Britahnt cleft the Jenet. 

A sArE-coHDrcT was&secaritj given bj the Priuce, under the great »ea], for 
the quiet coming into &nd passing out of the realm. (Cowcll.) Bj IS Hen. VI. 
c. 3, all safe- con due It were to contain the name of the grantee, of the ship, of 
the moiter, and the number of the marincn, with the portage. Theie particu- 
lar letters patent do nut nppcar to bavo been preserved, but maoj of the Bomc 
kind are to be found in Ejmer. 

MiKGARET, by the grace of God, etc. To all maner admiralles, 
capitains, lieutenants, custumers, serchcrs, kcpcrs of porta, maiera, 
shireis, baillefs, constables, and al other my lord's officers and trewe 
liege peuple, gretinge, — And for asmoche as it hath liked my lord's 
highncsse, of hts especial grace, to grauntc his lettres patentea of sauff- 
conduit unto Guille Alany, maister of a shipp of Britaingne of portage 
of fifty tonne, clcpt the Jcnet, to come into this reaume with certeine 
\Tyne for oure use; We pray yow hertely that unto the aeid Guille, 
and unto his mariners, after th'cffectc and pourport of my said lord's 
lettres of sauff-conduit, ye wilbe welwilled, frendly, and fuvcrable, 
without suffring tbera to be greved, interupt, or erapechet to the 
contrarie; rather by contemplaeion of this oure praier, as we trust 
yow, and as ye thinke to do us pleaair, Yeven, ek. llic yere of my 
lord's reignc xxvii. 
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CXVIII. 
A Letter from the Queer to Thomas Browk, squirb. 

Ti» Piriuunent which met at St. Edmondsbary, the lOCh Feb. 1447, coo- 
firmed an exchange whk^ had been made of the Qaeen*8 reTenne, diarged on 
the Cnatomt, for other lands settled on her for life.* It is probable that it n to 
this arrangement that this letter refers; it wonld therefore bear date some time 
in 1447 (25 or 26 Hen. YL) It was on the second day of this Parliament that 
Ilumphrej Duke of Gloucester was arrested by Visconnt Beaumont, the Lord 
High Constable. His death, which popular suspicion attributed to the Queen 
(who was scarcely eighteen at the time). Cardinal Beaufort, and the Duke of Suf- 
folk, occurred a few days later. See, on this head, note Iri. to Lord Brougham's 
History of England and France under the House of Lancaster. At ihu time 
Marmaduke Lumley, Bishop of Carlisle, was Lord High IVeasurer.^ Thomas 
Brown, under-treasurer, was a member of the Inner Temple.* He appears to 
hftTe been a natire of Warwick, and to haTe died in 1468.' 

By the Quene. 

Right trusty and wellbeloved, we grete you well, — Lating yow 
wite that we be credible enformed, what diligence, faithfull labor^ 
and hertly love ye have shewed us in our maters; and, in especial, 
now late, in our assignement of the custumes of Southampton; for 
the which we thinke us greetly beholde unto yow ; and cun you 
therfore right good and especial thanke;® trusting fully that, in 
suche things as ye shall mowe have [be able] for to do towards us, 
wc shall have you, after your deserts, in tendre remembrance of our 
grace therfore, in t3rme commyng. Yeven, etc. at Windesor the 
x«», etc. 

To T. Browne, squier^ Under Tresourer of Engl. 

• PtfL Hift. vol. i. p. SS2. ^ Pari. Paper preBxed to toL t of the Pari. EUit. 

• PssUm Lsttofs, voL i. p. 25. * Ub. Nig. Soeoo. (W. Wtrc.) toI. u. p. 519. 

• ** And eun you therfore right good and eepecial thanke, and give yon, etc, thanka/* 
Tbif pbraM if to be found twice in the Canterbury Tales. See the Knight's Tale, 1810, 
and 8066. It is equivalent to Eiium Dank wi^en^ Saptr grado, Sawir ffri; and u%fmt 
X^f (Uerod. iii. o. 21) has the same meaning. 
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A Letter from the Queeit to the Lord Chancellor, 
THE Lord Archbishop op Cajjtebburt. 

This totter must have been written between 1445 and 1454; during wlucti 
period the Urcat Seal wils held bj two archbisfaope of Canterbury (John 
Stafford and John Kempe) in succesaion. I cannot determine to whtcb of 
them it was addressed. Queen Margaret was probably not very well informed 
OS to what appertained, or did not appertain, to a Court of Conscienco ; nor, 
judging from the specimens of early bills in Chancery, published by tbe Record 
Commission, was the jurisdiction, during this century, very clearly defined. 
If the Richard Rede nained in this letter was tbe same Richard Rede who- 
figures as defendant in a suit of Weitotce v. Rede, mentioned in the Cateodar 
of the Proceedings in Chancery lenip. Hen. VL xxii., and the allegations con- 
tained in the Bill in that suit were true, Richard Rede, " my lord's servant and 
oures," was not a renMrkabl; good character. 

Bt the Quene. 
Right reveread, etc. And for asraoche as we be enformed that 
oon Jobn Goldeton, aa borrowo' for my lord's servant and oures 
Ric. Rede, is arested in tbe c^ity] of London, by an obligacion 
pretended to be due, where our said servant is redy to declare and 
prove that the Bald obligacion is not dewe, ne of right and con- 
science ne peny ought to be paied, as he saith; "We, consideryng 
that this mater longeUi unto the court of conscience, desire and 
hertly praye you that ye will call this mater bifore yow, and grante 
unto o' said servant a coj-pus cutn catua in this partiej shewing unto 
o' said servant, at reverence of us, the faver, tendernesse, and good 
lordship that ye goodly may. So that he may perceive, by contem- 
placion of thcs our lettrea, that he be delendcd from all such 
injuries and wrongcs purposed aycJnst hym, and be t'atteine, by yo^ 
help and supportacion, unto all that to hyin rightfully apperteineth, 
with brief expedicion in this behalf; and in cas that ye may not, 

* kmwa is an old word for pUdgc, lunlif, taiL tl i> to be met witb in Chaucer, uid 
■nthi Robin Hood Ballad*. 
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with your ease, attende unto the conclusion of this mater, that 
thanne ye will yeve in commandement unto the Clerk of the Holies 
t'accomplisse our entencion abovesaid, without remitting his mater 
out of yor hands, if in eny wise it may goodly be doon, as our singler 
trust is in yo' good faderhode. In which thinge, etc. At Eltham 
the, etc 

To th'archebishop of Canterbury, Chancellor of England. 



cxx. 

A Letter from the Queem to Sir Edmond Ingoldesthorfe, 
Knight, touching Henry Cheyele a servant of his. 

I AM unable to fix the date of this letter. It was, however, written before 
1456-7 (35 Hen. YI.) as Sir Edmund Ingoldesthrop or Ingoldesthorp died in 
that year. He had large possessions in Norfolk, Cambridge, and Essex, and 
also in London and Middlesex. He married Joan, sbter of John Lord Tiptoft, 
Earl of Worcester, who was beheaded by King Henry YI. in 1470.* Sir Edmund 
Ingoldesthorpe*8 will, dated 9 Aug. 1456, is still extant. In it the testator 
expresses a desire to be buried at Burgh (Burrough Green) in Cambridgeshire. 
It is worthy of notice that Sir Edmund Ingoldesthorpe's will is witnessed by 
*^ Henr. Chevele,'^ no doubt the *' servant ** said to have disseised ** Thomas 
Grale and Isabell hit wife.**^ Ashdon is in Freshwell Hundred, Essex, not far 
from Safiron Walden.* Sir Edmund Ingoldesthorpe left Isabell his sole 
daughter and heir, who married John Nerille, Marquis of Montacute, K.G. 
John Neville was son of Richard Earl of Salisbury, and brother to the great 
Earl of Warwick. Both brothers were killed at Bamet in 1471.' 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, etc. And for as moch as we .be en- 
formed that oon Henry Chevele, a servant of youres, unjustly and 

• Coll. Topog. Tin. 76. Robinson's Hiitory of Endeld, ii. 16. 
fc Coll. Topog. iii. 104. 

c Ashdon has Un olher namss, for which see Monmt's Essex, ii. 538. 

* Blomefield*s Norfolk, v. 1288. 
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Bjcnst al right lawe and good conscience, Iioldetli a certein place 
and lande in the towne of Asshedon, within the counte of Essex, 
appertonyng of right unto cure welbeloved Thomas Gale and 
Isabell his wif, by the decesse of Richard Wilwes, late brother unto 
the said Isabell, unto greet bindring, prejudice, and derogaclon of 
o' said servant and his wyf, as it is said; We theribre desire and 
pmye you thai, if hit so be, ye will thanne, att reverence of us, leyiag 
aside all parcialite, witlioute eny comfort or supportacion-yevyng 
unto the seid Henry, siiiTre oure said servant and his wyf peasably 
t'enjoie and occupic the seid place and land, and to have all that 
to hym [them] rightfully apperteineth in that behalf. So that he 
[they] may finde yo' bincvolence and trewe acquital in suche wise 
disposed, that lliey may atteine imto their right, and have no cause 
to compleyne ayeine for laeke of justice. As we trustc yow, etc, 
Yeven, etc at Eltham the, etc. 

To Sir Edmond Tngoldesthrop, ku'. 



A Lettek prom the Queen to Master Piers Stewkelet, 
Warden op the College of Maidstone. 

Thisb wm a college for secuiar priesta at Maidstone, founded b; Archbishnp 
Courtenaj, in the early part of the 15lb century,* It succeeded an liospiul 
of a much more sDcicnt dnte. There are said to be still verj considerable 
remains of this college.'' I have been unable to find anj list of the vrardena; 
and I huve been squall; unsuccessful in discovering any trace of Ttiomu 
Mowshcrst and bis family. 

By the Quene. 
Trcstt and welbeloved, we grete you well. And of the goodc 
frendship, bincvolence, and tendernesse that ye have shewed unto 
our servant Thomas Mowsherst, and unto his fader and moder, we 



• Tuinnr'i Nnlilis, Kent, 



» Diigd. Han 
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thanke you hertly, praying you that in suche things as thei or eny 
of theym shall have for to do towards you, ye wil, at reverence of 
us, in continuance of yo' good disposicion, have him towards you 
especially recommended, helping, furthering, and supporting theym 
as fer as ye goodly may, by right, trouth, and good conscience, the 
rather by contemplacion of this our prayer. So that they may 
fynde that they fare the better, and finde these oure lettres untp 
theyme fructuose and vailable, as we trust yow, etc. Yeven, etc. 

To M. Piers Stewkeley, Warden of the College 
of Maydeston, and to R. G. 



CXXII. 
A Letter from the Queen to William Gastrik or 

GaSKRYK, proposing a match between . HIS DAUGHTER 

AND Thomas Fountains, Yeoman of the Crown. 

In Vincent's MSS^ preserved at the Heralds* College, No. 150, p. 220, is a 
pedigree of — Rigate, who married the daughter and heiress of William 
Fountajnes. Of this marriage there was issue one daughter, Juliana, who 
married William Gascarick or Gaskrjk,* and had a son, William Gaskrjk, who 
is described as ^ dominus de Middle Soylls infra villam de Killingholm.** This 
William Qaskryk I belicTe to hare been the person to whom this letter was 
written, and he had an onlj daughter Elizabeth, who inherited his property. 
It appears then that the families of Fountains and Gascarick or Gaskrjk were 
connected. I think, therefore, that it may fairly be concluded, that it is to 
these two families that the letter has reference. I have been unable to identify 
Thomas Fountains, Teoman of the Crown ; but, it certainly appears that, not- 
withstanding the letter ** tenderly Tfreten *' by the King, and " affectuously ** 
enforced by the Queen, he was not successful in "his. honest desire** to do the 
lady " worship by wey of mariage.** She, who is described in the pedigree as 

• In the Calendar of Inquis. post Mortem, toI. it. fo. 189, 17 Hen. VI. No. 45, is 
an inqnisition reUting eridently to one of the nme family, but who is named Edmund 
Ooitryk, From the inquisition itself, however, which I have seen, it is plain that the 
right name is (kuhyk and not Chuiryk, 
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daughter and heir of William Gascarick, is stated to have married Henry 
Boothe of the county of Lincoln. Henry Bootbe appears, from the pedigree, 
toboTe been a son of Thomas Boothe of Barton (probably BartoD-on-Humber), 
and oepheiT of William Bootbe, Archbishop of York, who died in 1464.> This 
is the only date that occurs in the peditp'ee ; and from it, and from the fact 
that the Queen was married io 1445, I conclude that the Queen's unsuc- 
ceuful letter was written a few years later than the lost- mentioned date. 

Bt the Qcene. 
Tbdbtt and welbeloved. For as much as our wel[belove<i] 
servant Thomas Fountains, yoman of my lord's crown, as wel 
for the womanly and vertuous governance that yo"" dogliter is re- 
nowned of) as for the greet zeal, love, and aficccion. that he hathe 
unto hir peraonne, before all creature Ijving, desireth, with all hia 
hcrt, to do hir worship by wey of manage, as he seith ; Wherupon 
ray said lord hath tenderly wreten unto you for hia rocommendacion 
in this bihalf, whichc we suppose vereily that ye have clerely con- 
ceived, and well emprinted in yo^ remembrance. We, deairyng alao 
th'encres, wele, and furtherance of my said lord's servant and oures, 
to th'accomplissement of my said lord's entencion in his honest 
desire at this tyme, aswel for his many and greet vcrtuea and 
good condicions, and also for the good and trewe service that he 
hathe doon unto my said lord and us, and yet therin dayly con- 
tinueth, pray right affectuously that, at reverence of us, sith yo' 
doghter is in youre reule and governance, as reason is, ye will yeve 
yor good assent, binevolence, and frendship t'cnduce and t'excite 
yo' seid doghter t'accepte my said lord's servant and oures to hir 
husband, to the good conclusion and tendre exploit of the said 
marlagc, as o' full trust is in you. In which thing ye shuil mows 
doo us right greet plesance, and cause us to have you and youres, 
in sucbe things ye shul mowe have for to doo towards us in tyrae 

■ WilliuD Booths had been Biihop ot Lichfleld and Cortotr;. OiMwigna, in hi* 
Theologioil Dictiooarj, Balls him " the unaorlhj Buhap of Coveolry," and ■>;», furthflr, 
thai be " wu neither a gocxl gnunituirian, aor knowing, nor reputed *irtoo<u, nor ngrailualu 
ot either nniTenit;." Bootho wu, hI one lime, Chincellor (o (ho Queen; p. 156, /lOiL 
CAHD. 80C. X 



154 LETTERS OF MARGARET OF AKJOU. 

comjug, in such toidre lemembnuioe of oure good gnux, that bj 
reason ye shul holde you well content and pleased by Godd's myght; 
which have you in his bleseed keping. At our manoir of P. the etc. 

To William Gastrick* 



CXXIII. 
A Letter from the Queen to Thomas Bawlde, squier. 

Wau>k3i, Eflaex, came to the Crown bj partition of the estates of Hmnphrej 
de Bohun, tempore Hen. Y^ and is parcel of the Duchj of Lancaster. 

By the Queke. 

Trusty and welbeloved, — For as moche as we be enformed 
that, at the citation and stering of certeine personnes not welwiUed 
unto John Browne, oon of our tenants of our lordship of Walden, 
ye sue against al trouthe and good conscience our said tenant by an 
obligation of a greet some not deu, as it is said, putting hym wrong- 
fully to greet trouble, vexation, and losse, likely to be his utter 
tindoing for ever, without summe pourveiance of remedie be the 
sonner had unto hym in this matter; We, willyng that our said 
tenant may leve in rest and peaz, and in quiet fix>m ^uche oppres- 
sion and injurie, and to ministre indifferently to all parties justice 
as the cas requireth, desire, praye, and exhorte you that ye will, at 
reverence of us, put th'ezamination of your said suit to us and to our 
counseil, where we shall, by good deliberation and advis, see that 
ye shall have al that rightfiiUy belongeth unto you in that behalf; 
and, the meene while, that ye will leve and surcesse of your suit, by 
contemplacion of this our prayer, demenyng you herein in such 
wise, that we have noon other cause thanne to have you in &vor of 
our good grace therfore, in tyme commyng. And how ye thinke to 
please us in this mater ye wil acertein us by the bryngcr of thise, wherto 
we shall truste. Yeven, etc. at P[leshy] the xziij day of May, etc. 

To Thomas Bawlde, squier, etc. 
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A Lettbe fhom the Queen to the Doke op Noefolk. 

Thb noblemftn to whom tUs letter was addressed was John Mowbnij, third 
Duke of NorlbUt, who was confirmed Duke in H44, and who died in 1461.* A 
remarkable apeech of bis in Purllameut against Edmund Beaufort, Duke of 
Somerset, is referred to by the editor of the Paaton Letters aa baviag been 
pronounced in 14J0 or 14d3.> Sir Bobert Wingfield of Letheringbam. 
Suffolk, is also referred to, and not creditablj, in the same correspondence." 
Sir Robert's will has been preserved. It is dated 6th October, 1453, and in 
it mention is made of his five sons, John, Robert, Thomas, William and 
Uenry.'' ile probably died in 1454, as the wiil was proved in that year. The 
letter was written between 1445 and 1454. 

By the Qoene. 
Right trusty and right entierly welbelovcd couayn, — We grete 
yow wele. And for asmoch as our trusty and welbcloved knight 
Sir Robert Wyngfild aud his aonnes have right humbly besoughlc 
that it wold like us to write unto you, desiryng you that, attc oure 
instance, ye wold admitte thcin to come unto yo' presence, there 
to here theire dcclaracion upon certein maliera that ye fynde yow 
agrevcd and displeased in as yet; We, havyng conaideracion unto 
the good and acceptable service that oure said knyght and his sonncs 
have done unto us, aswel beyonde the Bee to theire greet charges, 
labores, and costs, as on this side, and yet oure said knight therin 
day ly continue th, desire and praye you that, atte reverence of us, ye 
will have theym towards yo' good lordship, after th'cntent of theire 
humble request, in tliis partie especially recommended, and shew 
therin the more tendemesse and faver, by contemplacion of tliis our 
prayer, so that they may fynde in eflect thlse oure lettres unto them 
vaillabte, and fare tlie better, to th'accomplissh emeu t of oure cuten- 

• Nioolu. * PulOD Lotten, vul. iii. p. 109. 

* Ibid. tol. i. p. 5 n. * T»«l. Tet. 276. 
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cion in this partie, as we trust you. In which thing, etc. Yeven, 
etc at Eltham the xvi day of F&. 
To the Due of Norff. 



cxxv. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Bishop of Chester, 

HER Chancellor* 

WuxiAM Booths, Bishop of Lichfield and CoTentry, the prelate here called 
Bishop of Chester, was Chancellor to Queen Margaret The Bishops of Lick- 
field and Coventry were occasionally styled Bishops of Chester. Cheater was 
not actnally created a bishopric previously to 1542. 

By the Quene. 

WoRSHiPFULL Fader in God, etc. — For asmoch as my moost 
doubted lord, of his especial grace, hath granted unto John Barham 
X oks for tymbre, to be taken in our outwods of Eenelworth, of his 
yefte; whereuppon my said lord hath desired and prayed us, by his 
lettres under his signet, that we woll see that the said oks be deli- 
vered imto the said John, after th'entent of his said grante, the which 
lettres he woll to be imto us sufficient warrant and full discharge of 
eny empechement of waste on this partie ; We therefore woll and 
charge you that, under our great seal, beying in yo' warde, ye do a 
warrant directe unto the keeper, charging, etc. to deliyer, ete.^ 

To the Bishop of Chestre our Chauncellor. 



CXXVI. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Lord Chancellor, 

Archbishop of Canterbury. 

This letter may have been addressed to John Stafford, John Kempe, or 



• Sm Utter LXTI, 98 anit. 
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Thomu Bourchier, all Lords Cbancellon ftnd Archbishops of Canterbury. 
Tbe la^t or these prelates was Lord C ban celloF from 7th March li55 to 11th 
October 1456. John Wjgram or Wjgryme was of Merton College, s proctor 
■t Oxford in 1438, in 1456-7 a prebendary of Lincoln, and in 1458 a canon 
of Windsor.* The rekdet will note the ungular custom adverted to la the 
letter. 

KiOHT Reverend Fader, etc., We grete you well, latyng you 
witt that we be enformed that our wclbeloved clerk M. Joha 
Wygram,aprest of my lord's chapell, brought you my lord's offryng 
on the twelfth day, for the which, as we understond, there is a 
laudable cuatume that the brynger of the offryng shall have the Bret 
benefice that shall voide withinne th'extent; wherefore we praye 
you to call it unto yo' remembrance, and have herin our said clerc 
for o' sake the more especially recommended, as we truste you; and 
our lord, etc. 

To th'archebisaliop of Cant. Chauncellor of England. 



A Letter from the Qdeen to Sib John Steward. 

These was a Sir John Steward, sheriff of London in 1457,'' but, whether he 
was the pereon to whom this letter was addressed, or how he waa connected 
with Hardington or Horlington in Middlesex, does not appear. The name of 
Lovell, however, is intimately connected with that pariah. Before J474 the 
manor of llarEington, otherwise Lovell's, became vested in the Lovells, Irom 
whom it derives one of ltd names, and it continued in that family until 1958. 
The letter was probably written between 1445 and 1457.' 

Bt the Qdene. 
Eight trusty and well.. We, etc, desiring and praying you, that 

• Futi Eco. Ang. vol. ii. p, 142; vol. iij. pp. 367 >ad 481 i FutiOi. (Qutoh) 13; ud 
Aihinale's Antiq. Berki, vol. ili. p. 2S0. 
» Hulland, p. 1302; Fmbjan, 031. 
' Ljaofii^ Bn*. Load. vi. iSfl; and Nawc. Kppert. vol. i. p. 031, fl32. 
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in 8Dck diingB as John LoTdl dudl hmTe far lo doo tDwudi;, toodi- 
ing his smt to tbe mjuKnr of Haidington in MidddKx, whferoi he 
hmth just and kwfbll tide, as it said, je wil, at r everen ce oTnSyliaTe 
hjm towards you especiallj recommended; considezing that the le- 
covre of his said right resteth greetly in j<f hdpe and eocoor, as it 
is said, je wil, by wej of chaiite and auhnesse, to the pkasance of 
Ahnighte Jesus, do such diligence, as fer as je maj after god tronth 
and good consdance, diat he may atteine, by yo^ good &Ter and sop- 
portacion, nnto his right and deote in that bihalC As we trust yo«u 
Wheiin ye Avl mowe not only desenre of God right greet merite, 
bat of us also right e^iecial thanke therfbre in time commyng. 
Yeren, etc at Wind, the, etc. 

To Sir John Steward. 



cxxvni. 

A LXTTIIR FROM THS QUEBX TO JOHN GeDNXT, CITIZEX AND 

ALDESMAX OF THK CtTT OF LOXDOX. 



FaoM the Icagth aad vri^eDcy of tkb letter, the QaecB, or Mot« likriy one of 
mite, secBS to ksTe had mndi at heart the appobitBciit of Walter B^r%get 
ai mider-iberifil I am VBabie to nj wkctker or not the Queea wai 
Joba Gedney had repreaented the citj id 1414» and tared the office of 
twice, Tiz. m 1427 aad 1447. In 1444 he aairied the vidov of Bohert Large, 
who had been aMjor in 14391, "^ which widow (aaja Scowe) had taken apon 
the mantle and ring, and the tow to lire chaiSe dming life, fiar the 
whocof (the marriage done) thej were trooblcd hr the Church, and p«t to 
penance, both he and ^e.** John Gedney waa buried in the charch of Sc 
Christopher, which stands (or stood) near Threndneedle Street.' 



Bt THB Qu£X£. 

Tbustt, tie. And for asmoche as Wanlti^ Brigges heztlj 
dedreth to do jon and the citee serrice, in th'occopacioB of watdear 
sherreiTe in the coontie of Midd., wherto he b right able and suffi* 



• Xcvcmnt'^ ■cffft. voL L p. 
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suit, H8 wel in his trouth, dlscrccion, and cunnjng, aa in otlter 
pollicc, Badncsse, und good governance, as it is said; We, havyng 
consideracion unto tlie premisses, with his merits and deserts, and 
ia especial at instance and euppUcacIon of ccrtein cure servants 
attending right ncgh aboute oure persone, to whom the seid W. is 
cousine, as we underetandc, dcaire and pray you liertly that, at re- 
verence of us, ye will have the aaid W. unto the seid oecupacion, as 
fer as in you is, right tenderly recommended ; and doo thcrin auch dili- 
gence, t'cxcit£ and sture all such pcrsoones citezeins of the seid cite 
of London, that by yow and the commonaltie there shulbe elit 
shireTea for this nexte yere commyng, t'acceptc and admitte hym, 
for oure sake, to the seid oecupacion of uuder-shcreve in the countie 
ahoveeaid; havyng th'expcdicion of this matter so tenderly to hert, 
that we may verreily knowe the continuance of the bincvolence and 
good dispoaicion that ye have be of towards ua, and oure request 
hirbefore, to accomplissement of oure entcncion in this mater, wherof 
we thanke you. And that be may finJe thise oure lettres unto 
hym effectuelx and vailabie, as our singler trust is in you. In 
which thing ye shull not oonly do us right greet pleasure, and 
deserve of ua especial tlianko, but cauae us also to have you in 
tcndre remembrance of our good grace, tberfore, in tyme comyng. 
Yeven, etc. 

To John Gedney, citezein and alderman of the cite of London. 



CXXIX. 

A Letter by the Queen to John Jotse, Sqoire, Steward 

OP AsilBOlTRNE, 

TsB Alhljounte mentLoncd in tbij letter is tbe fine village of that name in 
Derbjuhire. It la in tbc Houaur of Tutburj, ud wa« incloded in the 
Queen'a doner landa. 

By the Quene. 

TbustY, etc. Wc desire and pray you, if cny oure lettres pa- 
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tents be shewed unto you for th*office oi baillif of Assheboume, 
grante unto Nich, Cokker, ye will, at reverence of us, liaye him 
towards you especially recommended, suffiryng [him] t'occupie and 
enjoie the seid office, after th'effecte and purport of oure lettres par- 
tentes to hym granted, in that bihalf. As we truste you, for thna 
it pleaseth us, etc. 

To John Joyse, squier, Steward of Assheboume. 



cxxx. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Archbishop of 

Cakterbuby. 

Tms letter was written to either Archbish<^ Stafibrd or Archbidiop 
Kempe ; bat the date cannot be recoTered. 

Bt the Quene. 

Eight worshipfiill &der in God, etc Lating you wite, that, at 
oure instance and request, my most doubted lord hath now late 
granted unto a poore widowe, Alice Marwarth, certein pardon, as by 
a bill therof signed with my said lord's hand, which we send yoa 
sealed under oure signet, by a serrant of oures, ye may se more 
pleynly. Wherfore we desire and hertely pray yow that, at le- 
Terence of us, ye wil have the seid widowe in expedicion and de- 
lirerance of hir lettres patents in youre partie especially recom- 
mended, with such tendemesse and &Ter that ^e, upon the socour 
and trust of oure moene [mean] that ^e putteth in us, may pet^ 
ceive good and brief exploit, to th*accomplissement of my lord's 
grant in thb b^^ialf. As our (ul trust is in you. In which, ete. 
Yeren, ^* at W* the xxri of M. 

To th'archebisshop of Canterbury, Chauncellor. 
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A Letter from the Queen to the Sheriffs of London. 

This letter, and the two next following letters, seem to belong to the jcar 
1 450. They relate to Alexander Manning, aiid are addressed,— the firrt to thL- 
sherifTs of the Cilj or LondoD ; the second to the slieriSs that next ifaall be, ol 
ttie Citj of London; nnd the third to the Major of ibeCitj of London; and, in 
them all, the Queen itronglj recommends Alexander Manning for the oflice 
of Keeper of Newgate. That office waa then, and is now, in the gift of ita 
sberifFs of London, There is nothing to shew ibat theae lelten were suc' 
ceecfnl ; but there is incontestable evidence that Alexander Manning;, who 
had been Kecfterof Newgate, had greally misconducteil himself in bia office; 
and that he had, in con»equence, been deposed by ihc lord mayor and aldermen, 
who passed a resolution, that he should not thereafter be readmitted by any 
future aberifls of the city to occupy or exercise the office aforeiaid, i.e. of 
Keeper of Newgate, in any manner howsoever. It is diflicult to tay wbetbcr 
ibis resolution preceded or followed the Queen's letters; but, from her having 
addressed not only the then existing aberifls, but the sheriffs " thai ihaU be," 
there secius some reason to suppose that the resolution was specially directed 
against this act of royal interference. It is not improbable that Alexander 
Manning, who was accused of " negligent custody of the prisoners '' under bis 
care, " to the great disturbance of the city," was, in some way, connected 
with the dangerous tumults caused by Jack Cade and bis followers, which 
had, within a few weeks only, been iiucllcd,* 

• I li»Te. bj Ilie kind iwrniiuion of the Curporation at ihe Ciljr of London, had lu 
to (heir jeomali; and in Journal v, fullat iS aad Gl I found Ihe Ino tollawint 

Oct. 7, 29 Hen, Tl. 1460. On thia day it ii considered bj tha mayor Bn< 
aboveuid, that Aieunder Mannjng, lale Keeper of Ihe ^taol of Newgale, I 
bia neglig«ii( custod; ot the priionen of the aforeaaid gaol, &c. to (be great 
«f Iho pitj, ihall be ninuniltad lo Ihe priun Ibcre, uulll il be othBrwiie i 
■hall lose bia office aforeaaid, Ac. (Jour. < , fo. H.) 

Not. G, 29 Hen. YI. HSO. Un Ihia <1b> it u coaaidered by the major an. 
ahoveaaid, that Aieunder Mannjng. lale Keeper of the gaol of Newgate, wbi 
or hi> negligent oaBtodj' of Ibe priaoners of the gaol of the l^vU the King afi 
oilier bia manifold defaulu, waa, by the LHinBidanitiuB of thli court, remured frum 
keeper of Ihe aanie gaol, &c. ihall nothereafler bo readuiillcd, by any Fulure il 
pity, to occupy or enerclie the office aforeuid. In ani manner bon-otver. (Jou 
CAMD. BOC. Y 
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By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we suppose verreily that it is clerely in 
jo^ remembrance howe that, now late, for certein consideracions and 
grete instance, we wrote unto you for the recommendacion of Alex- 
andre Mannjng unto th'office of keper of Newgate, longyng unto yo*" 
disposicion, as it is said ; wherin as yet ouie said writing hath take 
noon effecte ne expedicion, unto oure greet menreil; wherfore we 
desire and praye eftesones, right afiectuously, that, at reyerence of ns, 
ye wil accepte and restore the said Mannynge ageine unto the said 
office, withe suche tendemesse and ftirer, that he may percrive thise 
oure letties unto him avrailable, to th'accomplissement of oure oi* 
tencion in this partie. In which thinge ye shul, €<f. Yevoi, etc. 
ai P., etc. the xxiii day, etc. 

To the Shirefi of the Cite of London. 



cxxxn. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Sheriffs that kkxt 

shalx be of the cltt of loxdox. 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and wdbelorcd, we gieleyoa well. And tor aamodfte as 
oar welbdoTed Aliaaandre Manyng destretk to do tow aervioe in 
th*office of keping of Newgate, to the wiiich, as we nndeislaiid, lie is 
right hahle and snffisant, both in hb trooth and dbaecMMi and afao 
in his goTonanee, like as. fer the tyme that be occi^Med it hcrfatfbte, 
he was foundoi of good boring and of aad dispoeicioii, as it k aaid; 
We^ atte instance and supplicacion of ceitein ouie sermnlB mbt 
negb attend!]^ aboctt onr penonne. desire and benly pay jtm tk^# 
atte rereieneeof us. ye will ba^e bim towards too especaallT 
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mended, and, at Michel masse nexte comroyng, t'admitte him to 
the said office; as we truste you. In which thing, etc. At W. 
the, etc. 

To the Shirefs that nexte shaibe of the Cite of London. 



CXXXIII. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Mayor of the City of 

London. 

By the Quene. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we grete, etc. And for asmuch as our 
welbeloved A. Manyng desireth to do service in th'office [ut supra 
uaqve '* recommended,"] exciting and stering the shirefs that shaibe 
for the nexte yere, to admitte him to the said office at Michelmasse 
nexte commyng, after tVentencion of oure writyng unto theym in 
that bihalf ; as we truste yow. In whiche thing, etc. Ut eupra, etc. 

To the Mair of the Cite of London, 



CXXXIV. 

A Letter from the Queen, recommending Dame Maud 
Everyngham to be Prioress of Nuneaton. 

The reader will not fail to observe the double address of this letter — " To 
the Sub-prioress of Nuneaton,** and ** To the Master and Brethren of, etc.'* 
At first one might suppose this to be a mistake of the transcriber, but this is 
not the case. 1 find that the Priory of Nuneaton in Warwickshire, which was 
founded by an Earl of Leicester in the reign of Henry the Second, was of the 
order of Fontevrault {Fontis Ehraldi)^ ** wherein, besides the prioress and nuns, 
there was for some time a prior also, perhaps with men, as usually in the foreign 
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houses of tliia order .*^ I hmTe aoogiit in Tain te a list of tke prioreaKfoCikk 
house, ind am therefore onmble to ascertain the date of this letter. I sho«ld 
jadge, howerer, th^t it was written certainlj not earlier than 144S, awl, pio- 
bablj, not later than 1455. At the Dissolntion, the site of the priorr was gnMed 
bj 32 Hen. TIIL to Sir Marmadoke CoostaUe; and at the preaenl dqr seniccij 
nrestige remains of this retigions house. 

Bt the Quexe. 

Dere and welbelored in (rod, we grete yon well, and we sappoee 
TerreOj that it is cleiely in yo^ lem^nbrance how that we haTe now 
late writen unto jon for the reoommaidacion of our right welbdor^ 
Dame Maw<je ETezrngham to be accepted and elited (or jo^priooresBe 
there, what tyme ye shall nexte be destitute of a prioaresK; and it is 
nowe soo that we understand that yo^ priouresoe is passed to Godd*s 
mercye; wherupon my mogt doubted lord writeth unto yow, at this 
tyme, right especially (or the recommendacion of the said Dune 
ilawde unto th'deccicm of yo^ priouiesse thoe. Whezefive we 
desire and pnye you eftesones that, in accomplisseinait of mj 
lord's request and oures in this putie, ye will Hare the same Dame 
M^wde in yo^ nexte eleccion right tenderly recommended, and 
chese hir to be yo^ j^iouresse and goremour, by consdera^aon 
of Lir many rertues, religiouse governance, and good &me, that she 
is renomed of; and the ratLer by contem{dacion of this ouie prayer; 
as oare full truste is in yow. In which thing ye shul, rtc, Yerea, 
etc. 

To the SupprioureaEe of Xone Eton. 
To the Master and Brethem of. «tr. 



,«*• irs$\, W«r.^c«dypi, I. 
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cxxxv. 

A Letter from the Queen to the Abbot and Convent of 

Byland. 

Btlans Abbet was in Yorkshire, in the Archdeaconry of Cleveland, at a 
short distance n.w. of Rievaulx. The adjoining district is called Bilsdale ; but 
I have not found any spot near at hand called Belderdale, nor have I been able 
to discover any John Dacres apparently answering to the Queen*s squire of 
that name mentioned in this letter. The list of abbots of this religious house 
during the fifleenth century, preserved by Dugdale, is extremely scanty. 

By the Quene. 

Trubty and welbeloved in God, we grete yow well; and, for as- 
moch as oure trusty and welbeloved squyer John Dacres desireth 
the ferme of Belderdale, which he hath now of you, to have for x 
yere after his termes therof expired, we therfore desire and pray 
that, att reverence of us, ye wil have oure said squyer in accomplisse- 
ment of his entencion in this partie especially recommendet, shewing 
hym th'ease, faver, and tendernesse that ye goodly may, and the rather 
by contemplacion of this o' praier, so that he may fynde in effect 
thise oure letters unto hym vailable ; as we trust, etc, Yeven, etc, 
at Eltham, the, etc. 

To th'abbot and Covent of Biland. 
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A Mahometan Manifesto. 

Fom want of a better name I hare called this document a Mahometan 
festo. It can scarcelj be other than a parodj, and not a rery extraTagant 
parodj, of the style of an Eastern potentate of the medueyal period when 
addressing a prince of the West. In Monstrelet (vol. t. p. 175, ed. Buchon,) 
there is a letter, said to be written bj the Sultan of Babylon to all Christian 
princes, rery similar in tone to this. The only note which the editor deems it 
necessary to subjoin is "i? est aUi de reconmaiire h/oMueU de eette Utire*^ In a 
modem History of Cyprus I have met with two letters, under the date of 1456, 
not wholly unlike the present. See Histoire de Tile de Chypre sous les Lusig- 
nans, par Louis de Mas Latrie, toI. iii. pp. 73, 74, n. 5. See also Goldsmith's 
Citixen of the World, Letter CXX. "^ On the Absurdity of some late Engliah 
Titles." 

I Balthasab, by the grace of Mahownd, Kyng of Kyng8,.Lord 
of Lords, Sowdane of Surrey [Syria], Emperour of Babilon, Steward 
of Hell, Porter of Paradice, Constable of Jerusalem, Flour of all 
the World, and Cosyn to the grete God. And yf ye luste to witte 
why that I am Kyng of Kyngs — for I have under my proteocion 
xxxviii. kyngs crowned; and [why that] I am Lord of Lords, I am 
Sowdan of Surrey, and Emperour of Babilon — for I wedded the Empe- 
rour is doghter, the whiche was eyre to hyre fader. Then, why that I 
am Porter of Paradice, where that no man can come yn with owte 
my licence — for I kepe the stremys and the waters that rennys to 
Paradice. Why that I am Steward of Hell — for I have dominacion 
of mawments and wiked spirits, and certeyn clerks with in my 
remys that may bryng theym downe to me in whate likenes that I 

will have thejTn. And why that I am Flour of all the World for 

I may well say that I have in my keping that all cristen people 
beleveth on, for that is to witte the holye croese that yo' Lord died 
on ; the whiche may not be gotten with owte my licence. And why 
that I am Cosyn to the grete God — for I am a cristen man, as ye be 
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in Englond. For usyng of lollarye I myght not abide in Englond, 
and then I wente to Rome, and &om Borne to Eodes, and I [was] 
perverted to the Sowden in feythe; and, for by cause that I was a 
personable man, I was putte to the Sowden his howse, and ther I 
was madeussher of his hall, and steward of his londs; and then dyed 
the Sowden, and I wedded his wife; and died she, and I wedded the 
Emperour is doghter of Babilon, and his heyre, and thus became 
Sowden of Surrey; and then I send gretyng to yo^ kyng of Englond 
and of Fraunce, and to Edward Prince of Wales. And, yf he will 
wed my doghter, I will become cristen man, and all my regions and 
my reames; and they that will not converte with me shalbe brent. 
And I will giffe with my doghter viii myllions of gold, and paye 
within y Sondays. And I shall deljrver hym the holye crosse that 
yo' Lord died uppon, and the spere that stroke hym to the herte, 
and mony other relikes that I have in my kepyng; and shall make 
hym Emperour of xviii. kyngs londs. 
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Clifford. Richard, 26 
Clifton, Richard, 146 
Clopinel, 19 
Cobham, Lord, 25 ; Reginald 

Lord, 67 
Cokker, Nicholas, 160 
Constable, Sir Marmaduke, 

164 
Conyers. Sir William, 22 
Corario, Angelo, 8 
Courtenay, Sir Hugh, 96; 

Jane, 96 ; Philippa, 96 
Courtney, Archbishop, 151 
Crisacre, John, 59 
Croix, De la, Thomas, 17, 18, 

19,20 
Currance, John, 44 
Curteys, William, 59, 60 

Dacre, Robert, 145 

Dacres, John, 165 

David, King, 4 

Deeping, John, 124 

Delabere, John, 57, 58, 93, 
94 

De la Pole, Catherine, 103 ; 
William, 71 

Denham, Sir John. 144 

D'Eresby, Robt. Lord Wil- 
loughby, 43, 44 

Dorset, Earl of, 101 ; Mar- 
quess of, 92, 101,115; Wil- 
liam, 116 

Drewe, Harry, 96 

Edmunde, Robert, 117, 118 

Edward IV. 145, 146 

Edwards, family of, xv. xvi. 
xvii. &c. 

E. L. B., 48, 50, 51 

Elizabeth, daughter of Lord 
Ferrers of Groby, 146 

Elmham, Thomas, 76 

Essex. Earl of, 122 

Eu, Earl of, 122 

Eugenius IV. (Pope), 66, 75, 
84, 94 

Everyngham, Dame Maude, 
164 

Exeter, Duke of (John Hol- 
land), 107 ; Henry, 107 

Falconer, Thomas (Lord 
Mayor), 25 



Fallesley, Sir John, 105 
Falvesle^de, 105 
Fclton, John, 75, 84 
Fenys, James, 73, 80, 81 
Ferdinand I. King of Aragon, 

7.9 
Ferrers, Edward Lord, 146; 
William. Urd F. of Groby, 
146 
FitzLewis, family of, 34 
Fitzwater, Robert, 145 
Forest, John, 67, 58, 93, 94 ; 

Thomas, 93, 94 
Forester, Sir John, 127, 128 
Fortescue, John, 106 ; Sir 

John, 106 
Fountains. Juliana, 152 ; 
Thomas, 152, 153; Wil- 
liam, 152 
Frome, Nicholas, 74 
Frutes, W. 102 
Fulthrop, 43, 44, 45 
Fylongley, Henry, 145 



Gale. Isabell, 150, 151 ; Tho- 
mas, 150, 151 

Gascarick. Gaskryk, Gastrik, 
Elizabeth, 152; William, 
152, 153. 154 

Gascoigne, Thomas, 53 

Gaunt. John of, lOl 

Gedney, John, 158, 159 

Gilbert, Robert, 61 

Giles, Carles, 47, 48 

Gloucester, Humphrey Duke 
of, 64, 73, 114, 148 

Godde, William, 96 

Godwyn, Hugh, 131 ; John, 
131 

Goldston, John, 149 

Gossc, Nicholas, 96, 97 

Gough, Sir Matthew, 109, 
110 ; Richard, 109 

Grey, Sir Edward, 146 

Grey, Sir John, 146; Regi- 
nald, Lord of Ruthyn, 146 

Grysacre, James, 58 



Haccombe, family of, 96 
Hallam, Robert, 7 
Hastings, Marquess of, 74 
Hayford, Humphrey, 124 



Heam» Thomas, 76 

Hende, Thomas, 61 

Henley, Thomaa, 54, 55, 56 

Henry V. I, 17,21,24,61; 
Henry VI. 35, et pcusim 

Here, Richard, 129 

Hervy, John. 7, 9 

Heron, Sir William, 105 

Hery, Thomaa, 133 

Hewet, Antony (of Rome), 
123 

Hiberdon, Robert, 141 

Holcote, Eliaa, 120 

Holland, John, 1 07 

Horkesley, John« 60, 61, 
62 

Hull, Sir Edward, 74, 75, 81, 
82,85 

Hungerford, Lord, 118; Wal- 
ter l^rd, 35, 73 ; Sir 
Edmund, 7.H, 74, 80; Sir 
Robert, 73, 74 

Huss, John, 7 

Ilderton, Thomas. 68 
Ingoldesthrop, Sir Edmund, 
150, 151; Isabel, 150 

Jacket, 65 

James I. King of Scotland, 29 

J. B. 24, 26 

Joanna 2nd, Queen of Naples, 

8 
Jocelyn, Geoffrey, 106; Ralph, 

106, 107 
John, Lowis, 34, 35, 36, 37, 

42 
John IV. Countof Armagnac, 

71 
Joyse, John, 160 

Kempe, John, 76, 99, 116, 

149 
Kent, R. 89 
Ketterick, John, 7 
Knoghton, Agnes. 102 
Kymcr, Gilbert, 135, 136 

Lacy, Edmund, 49, 138 
Ladislas, King of Poland, 8 
Lancaster^ Joan of, 120 ; 
Prince John, Duke of, 118 
Langley, Edmund, 145 
Large, Robert, 158 
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^^^^uJingMn, ThomM, 14 


MaTjaretofAryflu — 


Margaret of Anjou — ^^^^M 


Legb, lUlph, 73 


Prays the City to suffer 


Piayi John SomeTton, a ^^^^M 


UHert, W.!t«, 119 


her teimnts of Enfield to 


custumer of Southampton, ^^^^H 


Lewis Vill., King ol Fnnce, 


live in 4Uiet soil rest. 98 


to pay money due to her ^^^^^| 


34 


Prays the Archbishop of 


as part of her dower to Sir ^^V 


Ujot, Richard. 2S, 29 


Canterbury to set a good 


John Wenlak, her cbam- ■ 


Lille, Urd, 146 


quiet and rest between 


berlain, 112 ■ 


Lorrtine. Ii>b«II> of, 136 


John Reignold Yeoman of 


PraystbeLordTreasurer H 


Lorr.John, 111 


the King's tlall and John 


to command Somerton to ^| 


LDUndey.Jinkyn, 51,52 


Audeley.one of his squires. 




Lovell. tamily of, 157 1 John. 


lOQ 


^^^H 


15tl 


Charges the keeper of 


RecommendsSob.Bedsle ^^^H 


Lumler, Marmiduke, 111. 


Apchild Park strictly to pre- 


to the olSce of water-h.illff ^^^M 


in. 148 


serve the game there, 100 




Luai(de). Peler, 7.9 


Prays the eiceutors of 


Thanks a lady of rank ^^^H 


Luicnitiurg, John or. 11 


Canlinal Beaufort, ''forthe 


for service done to George ^^^^^| 


Lyn4wuad, Willintn, 25 


merit of our said uncle's 


Aasheby. clerk of her gig- ^^^^1 




soul," to relieve with part 


and requeata her fur< ^^^^^H 


Mikyn, John, 20 


of his goods W. Fnitea and 




H«lca1m, King of Scotluid, 


Agnes Knoghtoii, "poor 


Requests the Duke ^^^^H 


»S 


creatures of virtuous con- 


Somersct'i favour to Mar- ^^^^H 


Hmndeville, Geoffre; de. 6D. 


versation purposing lo live 


guerite SUnlowe, one u( ^^^^H 


61 


under the law ofGod in the 


her gentlewomen. IS ^^^^H 




order of wedlock," 102 




162. 163 


Praya the Abbess of 


Tober to deliver russet ^^^^H 




Barking to be "good and 


Clolh and black satin to ^^^H 


Mkrcti, Earl oF, I'U 


favorsblclady" lo Robert 


one of her squirea. 1 16 ^^^H 


M.rche, Jicque. tie lii, a 


Osbern. one of her squires, 




Uarcahki of Akjov— 






It deairouB of raarttine 




to do justice to W. ^^^H 


her KTVtnt TliomM Shel- 


Montgomery bet tenant in 


^^^^H 


fordlolhedBoshtBrofHsll 


capite, 104 


Prays the Duchesa of ^^^H 


of Lukfield, 89 


Charges the keeper of 


Somerset to aid her squire, ^^^^H 


Pray* th«t the gimc in 


Falborne Park atrictly to 


Robert Edmund, to get a ^^^^H 


Lord Salisbury'* i»rk at 


preserve the game there for 


grant of money given him ^^^^H 


W»rB m«y be pteMrved for 


her alone. 106 


^^^H 


berrccrnliou.OO 


Prays the Duke of E<eler 


Prays the Duke of So- ^^^^H 


Prays the Abbeu of 


to be good lord to Ralph 


me rset to see thai Viscount ^^^^H 


SheftesLury to be " good 


Joaselyn, cousin lo Thomas 




Udy" to one of her chap- 


Sham borne, one of ber 


for lands he has lost, 1 19 ^^^^| 


lains. 92 


squires, lOT 


Prays the Bishop of Nor- ^^^^H 


Pray, the executor of a 


Charges the bailiffa. &c., 


wicb to use his ^^^H 


Ule Dean of Wells Ihst he 


of ber manor of Great 


fatour a ^^^^^^| 


will agree with the pre«nl 


Waltham lo pay £20 yearly 


Edmond CIcre. her squire, ^^^H 


dean, her aecretary, about 




with the Corporstion of ^^^H 


dilapidations, 93 


Frays the Earl of North- 


^^^H 


Praya a leptr, late chor- 




Ethortt William Scroop ^^^^H 


■aler of Cardinal Beaufort, 


to ber squire. Sir M. Gougb, 


to restore the Hospital of ^^^H 


may be taken into St. Giles' 


110 


Gretham to Richird Cbes- ^^^H 


Huapital, Sfl 


Prays that her cord- 


ter. " my Lord's clerk and ^^^H 


Ptopoiea to Lady Carew 


waiaer, John Lory, may be 


^^^^H 


to take as her second hus- 


eiempied from attending 


Prays the Bishop of Dur- ^^^^H 


band Thomas Buineby, her 


inquBBlB in the city while 


bam to the same effect, ^^^H 


«)Uire, 97 


in her employ, 111 


121 ^^^H 
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J 


Mirguet of Anjou— 


Mirgsnl of Anjou— 


MarYirstofAnJDi^^ 


PniTi Lord Bourchitr 


her servant Tliomai Hery, 


her park*, and comnaadi 


that he will piocure the 


133 


W. C. himself to the WDC 




Charges the keeper of 


effect. 143 


in di9[>ute between her 


her pKrk at Plnhy to de- 


Prays Sir John Deahun 


UnRnUorWaldenandtwo 


liver to her servant Robert 


to pay ■ debt to Jobo 


other person*. 113 


Penall. a buck from -her 


Aish, 144 


Prajrs Ihe King'i officers 


forest or grest park" there. 


PrBysomcersoftheOoke 


to let Anthony Hewet of 


134 


orYorktoBidher"«!rvMil 


Rome pasa without psying 


Prays Dr. Kymer, Chan- 


and squire, John Stoach- 


duty, u being in her ser- 


cellor of O.ford, to provide 


ton, and Alice Arnold, bia 


vice, 123 


for one of her clerks at 


cousin," touching their poa- 


Prays the Abbot of St. 


Wlmboume Minster. IS6 


■csBion of Ihe Manor oT 


Osyth to befriend her well- 


Prays the oflicera of the 


Clement., 145 


be loved servant snd gald- 


King's Ports to show fa- 


Requires Lord Ferr«nof 




vour to ■ Chiplain of her 




134 


mother the Queen of Sicily. 


hff of Stebbing not to op- 


She reproTe« NichoU. 


136 


press her ten aoU, 147 


Straunge (or not Bsienting 


Desires the keeper of 


Prays the officers of thi 


to the mirrikge of his 


Shene Park to keep for 


King's port, to be aidlrtf 


dsughter Katrine with T. 


her "two or three of the 


■nd assisting Ouille AlMy. 


Bugdan, and prayi him to 


greatest bucks in my lord's 


a Bretoo roaster matlDeT. 


agree to the Mine without 


park there." 137 


147 


delay. 135 


Prays the Bishnp of Eie- 


Thanks T. Browne.Under 




ter to prefer her " well- 


Treasurer of England, fw 


squire not to "vei, trouble, 




bis "diligence, rkiihful la- 


meo«ce lo beat, nd, 1.7 ■■ 


138 


bour, and hearty love," 


Wm. Southvode. bailiff of 


Praya the Abbot of Pe- 




her lordship of Herilng- 


terborough to prefer her 


Prays the Lord Chancel- 


fordbnry, 126 


■' well -beloved Sir Henry 


lor to show ■ favonr. ten- 


Requires Sir John Fores- 


SUnhun to the living of 


derness and good lordship' 


ter, knight, not to destroy 


Cottingham," 139 


to John Goldston at bor- 


■nd undo her tenants of 




rowe for Richard Elcde, 


Henlngfordbury, 117 


Coventry to prefer her "well 


" my lord's servant and 


Praya the Deputy of Ihe 


beloved T. Bate" to the 


ours." 149 


Keeper of the Pnvy Seal 




Prays Sir Edmond lo- 


that he will lid one W. in 


140 


goldeaihrop. Knt., that be 


procuring the office of 


Pmys her steward of 




Secondary of the Pipe in 


Haselcy and Perilon to see 


against a servant of bis 


the Esi-hcquer. grsnted to 


to the repairs of her manor 


■ho hat disseised them. 


him by the Kins, 128 


there, IJO 


ISU 




Prays Robert Hiberdon 


Prays Ihe Warden of 


sey to confer a living in 




Maidstone College Ihat he 




141 


will help, further, and tup- 


Robert, 139 


Prays the custumers of 


port her "servant Thot. 


DesiresJohnGodwjnto 


Boston to see to the pay- 


Mowbersi," ISl 


buy her a mare, lai 


ment of I. marks In John 


Prays William Gaitrlek 


Prsys the Lord Chan- 






cellor to b«etow the udice 


hia wife." granted by the 


stow his daughter on Thoa. 


of Proihonolary of the 


King. N3 




Chancery on ■ "familiar 


Charges Jnhn Stinliry 


Crown. I S3 


servant" of hers, I3i 


squire notto allow William 


Ethortt Thos. BtwU*. ^ 


Prays Sir John Bour- 


Chaterley, yeoman of (he 


squire, to leave to bar aai ^^H 


chler, knight, to favour 


Crown, to hunt in any of 


her council a dispute b»<^^^l 
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Mwgtretof Anion— 


Moleyni. Eleanor de, 74 i 


Rohert, Sir David, IE9 ^^H 


tween him .ndjno. Browne, 


Lord, 73. 74, 80 


Roger, es ^^H 


one <,( her tenants ot W»I- 


Moiitacute, Alice de. 90; 


Rokeley, John, MA ^^H 


den. IS4 


Thomaide. 19,3.^.72.90 


BoUeiton, Robert. 1 15 ^^H 


Pr.y« the Duke of Nor- 




Roo>, Sir Robert, 71. 76. 77, ^^H 


folk to admit Sit Rob. Wing- 


Sir John. 104, 105 j Sir 


83 ^^H 


field and hia aoni to Come 


Thomas, 105 


Rowley, Thoma^ £9 ^^^H 


unto hiapreience, 155 


More. Biahop, 114 




Charge, her chancellor 


Mowbray, John, 155 


Salisbury, " My Lord of," 4S; ^^H 


to allow John Barham lo 


Mo wherst. Thomas. 151 


Richard. Earl of, 1 SO ^^H 


t«ke oaki for timber in her 


Mull, Thomas, 65 


Salvayne. Sir John, 43,44,45 ^^H 


"outwoodsofKeoilwoith," 




4 ^^B 


1S6 


Nerille, John, 150; RalpK 


Say. ElisibeCh Lady. 105.106; ^^^M 


Prays the Arclibiahop of 


90,120; Richard, 90, 112; 


John, Lord, 1 05 : William, ^^H 


Canterbury to bestow a 


Robert. 130 


Lord, 105 ^^H 


beneSceon JohnWigtam, 


Newton, John. 1S4 


Say and Sele. Lord, 73 ^^H 


" a priest of mf lord's 


Nicolas. Sir Harris, 71 


Scargill. Thomas, ee ^^H 


chapel," 15J 


Notbury.Eliiabclh Lady.lOS; 


Scroop, William, 190 ^^H 




SirHetity. 105 ' 


Sfotia. Ludovico. 8 ^^H 


t* Sit John Stewart, 1S7 


Noreys. John. 72 


Shaflesbur)', Abbess of. 93 ^^H 




Northumberland, Earl of, 109, 


SharnbomcThomaa. 107.108 ^^H 


Brigga to the office of 


110 


Shellord, Thomas. 89 ^^H 


Under Shetiff of Middlesex, 


Nuneaton. Prioreaa of, IBS; 


SheringtoD, Waltet, 61 ^^H 


169 




Shrewsbury, Karl of, 65 ^^^1 


Recommends Nicholas 




Sigismond. The Emperor, 7 ^^^| 


Cokkcrlotheofflceof bailiff 


OldhalLSir William, 69, 70 


Skott,John, 16 ^^^1 




Otbeme, Robert, 103 


Solomon, Kmg, 4 ^H 


Pnyi the favour of the 


Osylh, St., Prior of, 124 


Somerset, John Duke of. 29; ^^H 


Archblahop of Canterbury 




Ducheia of. 114; John, ^^H 


to Alice Marwath. a poor 


Parker, Archbishop, 76 


86 ^^H 


widow, 160 


Pecocke. Bishop, C6 


Somerton. John, 111.112 ^^H 


Recommendt Alexander 


Penall, Robert, 134 


Soresby, Thomaa. 33 ^^H 


Manning to the City of 


Percy. Henry. 68 


Southwode, WUIlam. 126 ^^H 


I.ondon fot the office of 


Phtlip. SirJohn. 7a 


Sptynrwell, John. 131 ^^H 


keeper ot Newgate, 162, IliS 


Philippa, DuehesB ot YorV. 


Staffotd, Edmund de, 122 ^^H 




145 


Stafford. John, 54, 59, 75, ^^H 


Everyngham to be Prioress 




^^H 


of the Priory of Nuneaton, 


IsabelU, 132 ; Richard. 


SUnham, Sir Henry, 139 ^^H 


164 




Stanley, Jenkyn, 143; John, ^^H 




Pole, De la, Catherine, 103 


142. 143; Sir John, 143 ^^H 


beloved squire, John 


Polton, Thomas. 7,13 




Dacrcs." to be tenant lo 


Ptcatnn. Piers, 101. 102 


Stevyn, 67 ^^H 


the Ahbey of Byland for a 


Puicaton. Jilii. »i». it. Mi. 


Steward, Sir John, 157, 160 ^^^1 


prolonged term. IG5 


Pyrcan, Edmund, 126 


Stewkeley. Piers, 153 ^^M 


Markham. Robert. 47 




Stillington, Robert, 129, 130 ^^H 


Martyn, Johan,47. 48 




Stoughton, John, 145; Fa- ^^H 


MatWBih, Alice. IfiO 


Racheford. or Rochfoid, Sir 


^^H 


Mary Overies, St.. Prior of. 


Haulf. 16. 17 


Stowe, John. 129 ^^H 


139 


Rede. Richard, 149 


Strange. Elizabeth Lady, 67 i - ^^H 


Matilda or Maud, S-i 


Fleignold. John, 99, 100 


Richard Baron. 67 ^^H 


Meiin, Jean de, 19 


R».'hatd 11., King. 134, 137, 


Straunge. Nicholas, 135 ; ^^H 


Milan, Filippo Maria, Duke 




Kalherine, ^^^H 


of. 17 


Ridsdale, Robin of, 32 


Sudeley, Ralph Lord, 58, 59, ^^H 


Mohun.John Lord. 145 


Bigate, . |52 


J 
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Suffolk, Alice DucheM of. 72, 


VenahlM. 65 


Wiletey.Mchard. 60, Gl. Bl^^^H 


114 : Duke of. T3, 89. 103, 


Vf re, Alberic de, US ; Lady. 


Willooshby d'Eretby, Robcci^^^H 




97 ; Sir Robert, 96 


Lord. 44 ^^^H 


Svift, Dein, 92 




Wilwes, Richard, 15] ^^^M 




162 


WiiigHeld, Henry, 155; John,' ^^ 

155 1 Sir Robert. IBS; 


TWbot. John, 64 ! Lord, 19, 


Waller, or Walker, Richard 


Robert, 155; Thoma*. 155; 


13,42; Richard, 13 




Wiltiam, 155 


Thomia, 65 


Warwick. Earl of, ISO 


Worcester, Earl of, ISO 


Thorne,John,B4. 55, 56 


Water, John, 73 


Wyd'.ille (Woodville) EliM- 


Tregory, MichMl, 91. 93 


Wellden. Richard. 115 


beth. 146; Richard. 81,32, 


T«sli«m, Willinm, Gl 


Wenhaio, John, H! 


23, 34. 3.S, 36. 37, 3», 43 


Tudor.Edmund, 1 03,iiii. ; Jm- 


Weniok, Sir John, 112 


Wyer.m,orW,eryme,John. 


per. 103,iiv.i Owed, 103 


WetkMfortb, Henry, 130 


157 


Turcell, BUnc, VJ 


Westkarr*. William. 66 








York, Edward Duke of, 146 j.^^^H 


Uphome, Robert, 95 


WhilinBhlm, Agnei, Ifi 
Wbittinglon, Ricl>ard,46 


Richard Duke I ^^^H 


^^ Vaux, Paiqueriui, de, 91 


Whityiighttm, Robert. 4U 


Zouche, LonI, 68, 69 ^^^H 


^F INDEX OF PLACES. ^| 


Abchild, Abfleld, or Ap«child 


Beckingtan, (Wilts,) 73, 74 


Constance, ^^^^| 


Pitk (Esfiei). 100, lot 


Bedwin, Great, (WlUi,) 72, 


Corfe Cattle, 91, 92, 93 ^^^^H 




73.78 


^^^^H 


Adgar!e1ey,Agatdi]ey,Aggers- 


Belderdile, 1C5 




ley. or Aggreiky, 14:;, 143 


Berkeley Culte, G4 


139 ^^^^1 






Coventry, ^^^^U 


Alde-c, or Atdate'a, Sl (Ox- 


Bilidale, 165 


^^^M 


ford), 46 


Bordeaux. 71 




AmyM (Ainieiu), 18 


Boiton, Port of, 141 


Denis, St , de Morouval. 18 ^^1 


Arrai, IS 




Deiizea (Wilt.). 7a. 73. 74, 80 | 


Aihboume (Derbjihire). 159. 


Bray (Berks), 72 


DDnnioKton(Berks),72. 77 1 


160 


Breakspckrs (Middlesex), lU 


Down Ainpncy (Wllta), 73 J 


Ashdon (Eaux), ISO. 151 


Broadwater (Suisei), 109 


Drpu.. ie ^^J 




BrugM, 30, 47, 48 




don, manor of, lOfi, 107 




Edgu^ley. 142 ^^^| 


AUlebaroiiEii (Norfolk), 131 




Edgecote, Manor of (North- <^^^| 


Audley End. 61 






Aumale, or Aubmille. IB 


By land Abbey, 165 




Babilan, \f,6. \61 


Caen. 20, 92 


EdyngtoD (Wilts). 74 ^^^M 


Banbury, IC 


Calais, 15, 18,43,50 


Elphin the brook (Flint], xiit^^^^H 


Bi>rkins(Euei). 103 


Chelmsford, 134 


Eltham. 98, 104, 150, 15I,4^^^H 


B.rn«. 107. ISO 


Cherbourg. 117 


•^^^H 


Barton-in-lhe Clay (Beds.). 


Chertaey, 133 


Emtal (Flintahire), xili. xvi. ^^^H 


129 


Chester, 134, 156 




Barton-on-H umber (Line.). 


Chirk Ca>lle.iyi. ivii. xviilxx. 


Enmore (Somerset), 74 ^^^^| 


153 


Chirkland.xv. xvi. 


Eton, 73. 75, 76 ^^^M 


Basle, Couodl of, 13 


CleveUuid, Archdeaconry of, 


Ewrim (Oxon), 72. 77 ^^H 


Beaiyency (Loirct). 19 


165 


Eictcr, 75 ; College. 91 ^^M 



^^^ 
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^Tdborae (E.wx), 105, 106 




Rochford.orRacheford, Hun- 


nrley Cwtle (WilM), 36 


hiin> (Suffolk). 155 


dred of (CssM), 145: 


Fonlevrmlt, IG3 


UsieuiCUCalvBdoi), 91, 


Bailiwick of. 145 


Fordynebriege. 13S 


92.93 


Houen, 20 


7re»hwdl. Hundred of (E*- 


Litillory, 50 




lei), IM 


Lovells, manor of (Middie- 


Saffron Walden (Essex). 150 




«.), 1S7 


Salntlii. IS 




Ludwick's Hyde, 34 


Salisbury, 77 


GilH, St., Hospital of, 95 


LuiDbudy, 19 


Bawhridgcworth (HcrU). 106 


GiUingham (Dorset), 135 




Seine, the Bi>er, 17 




M.Bnu..St..Cliurchot,a2.53 


Sbene, 137 


Goldyngesfield iMiddleaex). 


Mflidatoue, College of, 151, 


Shrewsbury. 6S 




152 


sieford. 3i,a2, 33 


Gongsflcld (Middlcjei), 104 


Marlin-sVintry.St-.Cliurcli 


Soulhampton. Ill, 112, 113, 


Grafton CNorlliamplonahire), 


of, 76, 135 


145 


2a 


Mary Overiea, St., 129 


Stebbing (Essex), 146 


Grest Waltham (Ewel), lOO 


Medeshamsted, 13S 


Sutton Courtney (Berk&) 72, 


Orelhini, Hospiwl of (Dur- 


Merton College, 157 


7B 


um), 120. lai 


Meuns-sur-Loire (Loiret), 19 


Swordi, 13 ^^ 


Guienne, 74 


Middle Soyls, 152 




Guildford (Surrey), 145 


Mildred'a.St.,Chiircliof, 130 


Tsunton (Somerset), 74, SI, ^^^H 




MDomooth. Caatle of, 99 


^^H 




Montereau (Seine eC Mame), 




H.dl<y. HeriniUee of (Mid- 


17 


Thame (Oxon). 140 ^^^M 


dle.«), 61 


Mont St. Michel, 49, 52 


Thorndon, West (Essex), 34 ^^^H 


H.nip»[«dNotns{Berk.),72 


Moot Hall(CiLlus),49, 51 


Thurleigh (BedO. 7 ^^^H 


Hirdingtan or HBrtinglon 




Tiptoft, Joan, 150 i John ^^^M 


(MiddiMM). 157. 15S 


Narbonne, 8 


Lord, 150 ^^^H 


H«ffield(Middleiex), lU 


NeedwoodForeat, 142 


Tiierton (Devon), 75 ^^^^H 


Hirflfur, 1 


NoTttiimpton. 21, 22, 90. 


Towton Heath (Yorkahirt), ^^^H 


Hirtbnd (N. Deron), 144 




112 ^^^H 


Hueky. Loidshipof (Oion), 




Tulbury.HoDour of (Stafford), ^^^H 


UO, 141 




^^^H 


Hengwn. i»i, 


Ockwell.. or OckhoK (Berks). 


T^Tford, 120 ^^^H 


Herttotd, 91 


72 






Oiner, St. (Pas de Calais), IS 


Wakelield, 90 ^^^| 


136, 127 


Orleans (Loire), 36, 72 


Wslden (Essex), 133, 123. ^^^| 






154; Abbey, 60, 61, ea ^^^H 


Holy Crois, Hospital of, 93 


Parhnm (Suffolk), 43, 44, 45 




Horndon (orThomdoa) Hall, 


Pairis, 18 


Waltham Croat, 104 ^^^H 


34 


Patrick's. St., Cburch of, 92 


Ware(Herts), 90, 91 ^^^M 




Peniarth.xvi. 


Wells, 58 ^^^M 


lllMley, or Italey (Berks), 73, 


Peniicola [Valenti>\ 7 


Wenn'a, St. (Cornwall), 91 ^^^H 


77 




Westmlll (Herts). 106 ^^^H 




Peter's Cburch, St., CorehUI, 






46 


^^^H 




PionaParvB, 120 


Winchester. 93 ^^^H 




Fleshy, 93, lOO, 101, 105. 






108,109, 122, 134 


Wy[nbounieHiDster(DorBet) ^^^H 


Lagny (Seine et Mune), 44 




^^^^1 


Ungley (Berk.), 72, 77 


Ramsey. Convent of, IS9 




Ijirkfieid (Kent), 89 


Rendlesham, 44 


Yattendin (Berks). 73 ^^^1 


LavBl (Mayenne). 36, 42 


Rib, the River (Herts), lOG 


Yonne, the nvct (Seine et ^^^^H 


LodenlisU. mu>or of, 46 


Bievault, 165 


Marne)l7 ^^^H 


^^^^^^fe^^i^^k 




^^^^^■^M^^^^^^l 



GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



■doo— to do, 39 
ifl^uoualf — tftectiouatel y 
Cinitim) 



KDientldng, 10), lOG 

mmpulle. 51 
UMitdeth, 4a 
anenit, 40 

■r, 18; aren, 22(er, 16) 
uuHlle, 39, 48 
!,44,S3 



«■, 103 
158 
■umMier, 58 

andlle, 90 
kfalncit, 26 
•rda, 4B 

ajdne, 147, 151 
■rdiut,34, 135, 136, 1ST, 143 
ajen. 33 
KftxM, 37, 38, 40, 69 

be*], 95, 103 

bedmtn, 36, 84 
bccth, 19, 23, 33, 34 
buiiDgly, 14 

bcKke, IS 1 be*eklQg, 14 
bill, 50 



•,36 



:, 149 



cedul, 30, 33 

chuiDDt, 58 

chinte, 119 

Clene Lentoa. 30 

doHd, 19 

coueci betwciM, 39 

coanmjng betwiz, 39 

eaaynt, 63 ; konnTnE, 46 

cmUgei, 16 

eottniK, 109 

eoathe, 14 



I Creature (Creator), 4B 
credence, 33 

CriitenmuH, xili. da; oT, 44 

cun, " We cun yow ri^ht 

good thanke," 58, 148, ud 

cunoynK. 47, 141 
cunyng, 113 
cuHume, 133, 148, 157 
13, 113, 143 



Debiie, 80 

defende, that God, €5 
demene, 134 
demened, 19, 130 
demening, IIS, 141 
de^rt (divide], 02 
diteaie (v»). 134 
diaeasioE, 1 26 
diapleaiir, 99, 136, 147 
diapleaaunce, 34. 
dome, 38 

douted, 18, 19, 33, 33 
dover (dower) 1 1 2 
drawing unto ;ow, 64, 65 
dredlull,37 

etteaonea, 163; eftaonea, 67; 

efteraoonei, 41 
entend, 51, 83 
eny, 14, 81, 108, 133, 143, 

151 
Each^er, 12S 
eTeryche, 146 
exploit, 113, 114, 138, 133, 

153, 160 



faderhod, 79 
65 



felaahip, 77 
ferendea, 37 
ferae and llefea, BS, Bl 
Ffeyerer, 33, 47 
finance , 110 
rranka, 117, 118 
fructueux, 83, 85 
frucluoae, 162 
A«i<nr(T)116 
Aillfche, 38 



Keoti], 14 
sentllneaae, 34 
grauDt mercy, 39 
gnicbe, 34 

hanen, 33 
hamoia, 18 
haiteiy, IS 
bele. 80 

bert, 13, 14,30,31,37 
bertely. 38, 39, 40, 51, 147 
bertly, 34, 33, 53, 70 
hertaeaae, 48 
bevy lord, 37 
bevy lordeablpp, 39 
[, 38, 41 



:. 33 



Janner, 33 
jepwdy.Sl 
Jepart, 83, 85 
jugge. 127 



leteto 



J. 49 



liflode, 23 

loUarye, 167 

Loullera, 37 

Lumbard, 33 

lyvelod, 95, 100, 119,137 

made, and mtkyng byn 

itrange, 30 
maugre, 40 
maugtee, 39. 40 



meritorie, 96, 102 



GLOSSARIAL IKBBX. 
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roeMegiers, 78 

mevCf 40 

ttiinise, 28 

mochel, 21 

moe, 17 

moene, 160 

mony (many), 14 

moo, 51 

Mootehall, 51 

mowe, 26, 27, 94, 99, 139 

mowen, 22, 23, 24 

nue, 27 

oks (oaks), 98, 156 
on lese (unless), 82 
optdne, 107 
outwods, 98, 156 
over, 30, 53 

paix, 65, 69 

IMtfdurable, 48 

paroish, 46, 53 

paroisshiens, 46 

peas, 126 

peax, 154 

Penitauncery, 27 

perfite, 23, 70 

plaine, to, 26 

pleasaunce, 123 

pleasir, 53, 94, 95, 140, 147 

plesaunce, 23, 39, 153 

possede, 108 

pourvei, 136, 139 

pourveying, 51 



querester, 95 



rearoes, 167 
reamne, 15 
reaume, 70, 147 
recomfort, 39 
recuseth, 28 
rejoisse, 118 
religion, 26, 27, 28 
remenant, 33, 40 
remenns, 45 
remeve, 42 
remne, 15 
remoeve, 38, 41 
remys, 166 
rennys, 166 
renomed, 139, 164 
rewarde (regard) , 99 
rewth, 33 
rid, 27 
rioll, 22 
rightwise, 27 
rightwisness, 28 
rightwys, 27 



sad, 102, 162 
sadely, 26 
saluts, 110 
santwary, 26 
sendeth (send), 40 
shet, 91, 106 
skattre, 33 
80th, 19 



stablement, 30 
strange, made hym, 30 
stremys, 166 
Bupportac'ons, 14 
surcese, 40 
surmetting, 37 
surmitteth, 39 
sythen, 26, 27 

Tabards, 27 
thenke, 37, 38 
til, 41,52 
tithinges, 42, 80 
toale, 45 

uncunnjmg, 20 
unworshipe, 32 

vailable, 152, 155, 159, 165 

vitaille, 144 

vitailler, 30 

Yoide, 130, 136, 140, 157 

wags (wages), 114 
warre, 34 
werry, 26 
wete, 13 

wherethorough, 48 
wite, 15, 32, 38, 42 
witte, 67 

worship by wey of manage, 
todo, 90, 97, 125, 153 

ycoromen, 30 
yeseday, 77 
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\~^^~tU EmnU aTSSS**' Bdit«d by I 
Cecil Honra (Printed for ihe Cmndea I 

When it is rcmejnbered that a law wns pweed ! 
m the reign of Edxrarf the Poiirtli which 
decreed death against peraona who might 
Be (tiund possessing lettere, or evwj copies of 
letters, written by Marguret of Anjou, that , 
Lfnicaistrtim Queen whom the Yorkist King 
hated so heartily ; and when it ia further 
remembered thai in 1461, of h^lt a dozen ' 
nablpmen and gentlemen who woro arrested ' 
on suspicion of having receivud letters from 
MnigBTBt^ nil but one were executed on 
that bare Bumieion,— it is not anrprising that 
no lettflra of that Queen ahould have been 
ft>rthcoraing, and that not a single coijj of one 
letter wm known to exist. 

This Folume of ' Letters' is indeeda treasnre. 
The Queen's letters, now printed, were written 
witliin the ftrat ten yyars of her marriage in 
l-UB, and trunscTibcd in the same century, 
it it Buppoied, by a John Edwards, of Chirk- 
land, n danshter of which family wedded into 
that of Puliaton of Einral, at the mansion 
of which latter place the manuscript Toluine 
Was first diaeoTcred, in INOd. There are 
fortv-lwo letters, of the time of Helliy the 
Fifth, after Agincourt to a period just pre- 
vious to the marriage of Henry the Siith; 
1415-1445. Pefhspd, the chief item in these 



dociimenta i 



1 B. letter of the 



fifth Heocy, who seems there t« be so fisaured 
of holding Fruice, as to be "advised for to 
have but one Chancellor both for our mnttera 
tW we have ado in this hind (Fnuioe) and also 
Id England." Bishop Beckington's seventeen 
letters are of the month of June, 1442, when 
the diocesan of Bath Mid Welta was about 
proceeding to Ami«gnnc, to negotiate a mar- 
line for Henry. They are not very important, 
fcot jct afford one or two social trails worth 
preserving. For example, the Bishop says, in 
a letter to Sir Edmund Huugerford, that my 
lotd, ilia father, the Bishop of Saliubiiiy, and 
Lord MolfyoH "visitcii my lady, your wife, aT< 
whom" (m BeokinWon writes the word hem*, 
fat the Blill Misting Willahire dialect) " at your 
pUou, which ia in good health, »nd they so 
Ust«d your wines nt that time that, I trust in 
God, if yon have many such visitations, your , 
winei shall neither soar nor stand hm fur ' 
default of drinkere." Ewkington loved good 
cheer quite as much as Ayacoiigh of Sulishuiy 
did, and when we meet with him at Exeter it 
is only to find him complaining to the F.arl of 
Sulfolk that he j» in "« laud of wiidemew," 
ti liiere is of "good nie none or liltlo." 
le intrrait iu ih? ralume centres in the 
•ermty-liv-i- U-n,-i\ ,il' i.nr-. ri .Mnrijaret, Tln'v 



.f^i^itljr avalltiea, Ix^m aniT tcndeniem 

combined, oer inolioation for gentle urts, her 

', (iking fur musio, and her symijathy with affairs 

of tlie heart, *ero what distinguiiihed Margaret 

- (IS well as ft«n^ For this last quality of syin- 

ypathy, however, ah» Ima not been much accre- 

1 dited ; but it is made manifest in the most 

;- iuU^recting of ebeae lotteis, by which it would 

■ seeni that never did the course of true love 

liucome obttrucCed bnt Stargaret befitirred het^ 

self to »et itMuoothly going again when the 

membMB of htr household, or the friends of 

such memben, required powerful support for 

the good Ainbeiwioe of their 



■ords testify to the fact that the sentiment 
of human affection in those day* was manly 
and refinod. Thtu, to a Udy'i guatdian afae 
writos ou behalf of Thomas Shelfori, " for hia 
viituea and the agreeable service he hath done 
us," m the Queen remarks; and thus continues, 
" he hnth reported unto us that for the good 
and virtuous demeaning that be hath heawi of 
a gentlewoman being in your governance, which 
was dauuhter to one Hall, of Lwkfield, he de- 
sireth full heartily to do her worship by way of 
luaniago." The Qneen urgently furthera her 
■ervaot s denre, but the chief Uitng remarkable 
in tbia letter is the fact that Die wooer had not 
um ihe lady, and that be is in love wilb her 
npon hearsay of her virtue*— no bad beginning 

I Later. wo find thedaugbter of the (rouhndour 
King asking the eiecutora of Cnrdinal Beaufort 
, to help " One W. Fmt«a and Agnea Knogbton, 
, poor croatui-es and of vinnoua converaatinn, 
I purposing to live under tlte kw of God in the 
I order of wedlock," and tlu Queen tTOSta the 
i esenutow, from the alms at their disposal, will ' 
I bL-lpforward tbewi "poor oreafu res of so virtuous 
I puipoee and laudable intention." Agtin, when 
, Robert Oabome, the King's seorotery, marriM 
and settles in Essex, Margaret writes' " alTeo- 
Uonately" to her Musin Catherino De la Pole, 
niece to the Duke of Suffolk, Abbess of Bai*- 
ing. to " be unto him good and favourable iady," 
and to " shew unto him and unto his wife U)e 
lender benevolence of your gnod Udyship." 

Some of Ute suitors who obtain the Queon'a 
interference in their bohalf are, perbiui^, leas 
hone«t tovOTs than they nem. Here is one 
Thomas Bannbv, "sower for onr mouth." who 
would fain wed with Jaiw, the well-endowed 
widow of Sir Micholua Carew, and the bdy, in 
i her own ri/lil.iif :.i'Vi^iil.-in nmnom. Th^tJiicPn 
|tellHthe »,.■ ; !"Vfahcr"forthc 

I womanly ,„,..,, that yt be 



)|M<. 



i.it"v will 



Queen »• na rendy to do ii good tum for any 
on*, eren for "Ivory Mir C'Dniwftiner." who a 
so busy with fining tke Queeu and less noble 
ladies wi, i shoes, ihat rtie begs he may not be 
" vexed o" hindered by being eropannded on 
inqQentu»yainthecitvofLondon.''^Thep»yer 
""■" pwoBjly not heeded; even her testunonT 



HwMihfemje *«»,*• 

lied to wmsume the froit, but debarred' 
ug" any cyder thewof." Why Lndy 
Dot to make cider doea not appratr. 

Monru liMs tin uu^Jhot mipicion to 

[irtiich be p.\»s ung^BUt expression, for he 

Ilteinftrk*, "it might not be thought rwpectfiil 

I to her memory to ionuiie into the rontler too 

[Curiously." ^ V . , - , ■ 

The royal mediation in love ftHliirs goea as *" ,Y •*'°<'"* ^f" "lean living of her clerks' 
for in the next inatanee, as in the case of Lndy """'■* f * ^"^ preferment for them **en ah« 
Oncw. Nicholas Strange, of Islington, had "^^"7, »f^ted it Irom those who might have 
ohstracted, after sanclioninft, the union of hk K«^iJ*a 't n»d thsy been so minded. That ahe 
daughtec Katherino with the auiWr to whom '""j''' "ot procare fb[ a lay scrrant even s poor 
she was "eontraoMd." Some fiiendB of the ^oa »ervile appomtment, at least without diffl. 
jBting people represent their case to influential ^.'^J- snows an aspect of the limes- an aspect of 
pwaons at Court > these beseech Qiieen MaJV r" il" ""wiierence, indicativB of the coming 
garet to intercede, and the Queen, ever ready i^X ; T" her own domralic trials, alV the 
to indulge her talent for interfering gracefully '^"' ™ J^"ig Edward, there is no allusion j 
in these important matters, writes to the cruel but there U enough of other matter to recom^ 
sire a smart letter, in which she states that she mend a hook which has been most carefully 
understands, " albeit that T. Bugdon bath now adited by Mr. Monro. 

Ia(« made a lawful contract with Katrine your ~__ 

daughter, and heartily desireth to do her wor- 
ehiii by way of inarringe, as well for his duty 
' Boahiwfulconttactss for the great zealjloveand 

IaSeotion that he bath unto her person, before 
all creaWrei living, as it is said _; yet ye, of wil- 
ftilneaB and by sinister excitation, not baring 
refjanl snto the said contract, will not apply 
yon nor condescend unto the same marnage, 
' nor give thereto your benevolence nor assent, 

(but rather induce your said daughter to the 
eontraiy, against God, the Church, and nil 
truth (as unto us reported), to onr great marvel : 
We therefore desire and pray you, and afeo, on 
Ood's behalf exhort and require you, . . that 
ye incline you to the acoomplisliiuent of the 
martinge," for various reasons which the Queen 
plends for the happiness of these Islington 
r. On another occasion, Margaret stirs up 
to urge his daughter to consent to the 
suit of Thomas FountHins, Yeoman of th« 
Crewn. The lady wasauEli&ibethGaacarick, who 
did not look too kindly on the trusty yeomaa'a 
snit, despite a Queen's warnint for bis virtue^ 
fidelity to King and Queen, and his zeal, love 
and affection for ElijBbeth. Thereupon, writelh 
Margaret to William Gascarick, the futher, say- 
ing, " we pray right affectuously that, at rever- 
ence of us, since your daughter is in your nde 
and governance, as reason is, you will give yout 
good consent, benevolence and friendship to 
indace and to excite your daughter to accept 
my said lord's servant and ours to her husband, 
to the good eoncloaion and tender exploit of 
tbe said marriage, as onr full trust is in you." 
All m vain ! Neither Queen nor fiither could 
inflaence tbe lady, who "is stated," says the 
editor, "to have married Heniy Booth, of the 
county of Lincoln." 

Jnil*ed,poor Margaret, — so proud and beau- 
tifijl, that when King Henry married her, two 
Ot three years before these lett«re were written, 
he had hardly manly courage enough to look 
ber stmdAtstlr in the face, —teems to have had 

ibor ptnyera itiitregarded by all to whom she 
addressed them. She asks for promotion for 
her chaplain, Tregory {subsequently Archbishop J 
otDublioX but sbefaila in ber purpose. ShesaM.I 
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